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Pineapple beetles, also known as dried fruit beetles, are small, black beetles that breed 
in pineapples left unharvested in fields.  Nearby communities are invaded by large 
numbers of these beetles whenever pineapples left in fields scheduled for replanting 
breeds them in abundance.  Communities further from these infested fields may also be 
affected by windblown beetles during this period.  Nuisance from pineapple beetles 
usually last for two weeks, but may be extended by rain that keeps rotting fruit 
sufficiently moist to prolong the breeding period. 
 
 
 
 
 
Eggs laid on over-ripe pineapples hatch into worm-like larvae that 
feed and grow on the rotting fruit.  Mature larvae leave the fruit 
and form pupae, or cocoons, to transform into adult beetles.  
Development from egg to adult takes approximately 15 days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is no effective method to prevent pineapple beetle nuisance: plowing of fields 
reduces, but does not eliminate breeding; removal of pineapples is too costly; and 
pesticide sprays are ineffective against larvae protected inside of pineapples.  
Preventing entry into homes by keeping screen doors closed and window screens 
repaired reduces annoyance during beetle infestations. 
 
Beetles that gain entry into homes can be eliminated with aerosol insecticide sprays 
labeled for flying insects.  Do not overspray; beetles are not killed as quickly as 
mosquitoes and flies, but they eventually die after being contacted by the spray. 
 
CAUTION:  Certain pesticides and their solvents may cause respiratory irritation.  Persons with 
respiratory diseases should consult their physicians before using any pesticide.  IT IS A 
VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW IF PESTICIDES ARE NOT APPLIED EXACTLY AS THE 
LABEL DIRECTS. 
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For further information and details, contact: 
 

Oahu: 
99-945 Halawa Valley Street 
Aiea, HI  96701 
Telephone: (808) 586-4708 

Big Island: 
Environmental Health Facility 
1582 Kamehameha Avenue 
Hilo, HI  96720 
Telephone: (808) 974-4238 
                   (808) 974-4241 
                   (808) 974-4237 
 

Maui: 
641 Mua Street 
Kahului, HI  96732 
Telephone: (808) 873-3560 

Kona: 
Keakealani Building 
79-1020 Haukapila Street, #115 
Kealakekua, HI  96750 
Telephone: (808) 322-1509 
                   (808) 322-1512 
                   (808) 322-1515 
 

Molokai: 
Molokai State Office Building 
65 Makaena Street 
Kaunakakai, HI  96748 
Telephone: (808) 873-3560 

Kauai: 
4398 B Pua Loke Street 
Lihue, HI  96766 
Telephone: (808) 241-3306 
 

 

** We provide access to our activities without regard to race, color, national origin (including language), 
age, sex, religion or disability.  Write or call our Affirmative Action Officer at Box 3378, Honolulu, HI 
96801-3378 or at (808) 586-4616 (voice) within 180 days of a problem. 
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