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What are the National 
Academies of Science, 
Engineering, and Medicine?

Non-governmental organization that advises the nation on 
issues related to science, engineering, and medicine. 

Dual Mission
• Serve as independent scientific advisors to the Nation 

through our operating arm (7 divisions, 60 boards) 
• Honor top scientists (National Academy of Sciences, 

National Academy of Engineering, National Academy 
of Medicine)

National Academies are NOT
• Part of the government
• An advocacy organization
• Consultants to for-profit entities
• Research laboratories
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Consensus study process
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Study definition: Statement of task (or scope of work is defined)

Committee Selection: Based on expertise, freedom from conflict of interest, balance of 
perspectives needed to address the statement of task.

Information Gathering: Through public meetings, outside submissions, literature reviews, 
and committee investigations.

Report Development: Committee writes report and develops findings, conclusions, and 
recommendations 

Report Peer Review

Public Release: Report is released to the public after approval and review.



Study Timeline
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Hold in-person and virtual meetings, 

gather information

Announce a call for nominations,

vet and approve members

Study 

quiet 
phase

Assemble 

& analyze 
data

Determine 

approach

Develop 

conclusions

Report in 

peer 
review

August 

2024
March 

2026

Dissemination of report

Report Preparation

Information Gathering

Committee Formation

Feb

2025

October

2025



Abbreviated Statement of Task/ Scope of work
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Recommend guidance on clinical actions to monitor the health of community members exposed during the November 

2021 release of Jet Propellant 5 (JP-5) aviation fuel from the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility into the Joint Base 

Pearl Harbor-Hickam water distribution system.

1

Engage with 
exposed 
community 
members to 
understand 
health issues 
and 
experiences.

2

Determine the 
strength of 
evidence for 
putative health 
effects of JP-5 
exposure, 
based on a 
review of 
scientific 
evidence

3

Review 
existing 
clinical 
guidance and 
issue evidence-
informed 
recommendatio
ns.

4

Consider 
exposure 
assessments 
to inform clinical 
follow-up.

5

Provide 
recommendati
ons on clinical 
surveillance, 
testing, and 
care.

6

Identify 
research needs 
to support 
improved 
patient follow-
up. 



What’s not included in the Statement of Task

• Determining liability or fault for specific conditions

• Environmental remediation or clean-up

• Policy recommendations beyond recommendations for 
clinical follow-up and care

• Payment of medical care expenses

• Long-term community recovery, such as infrastructure repair, 
is out of scope

• Clinical or toxicological research



Community Engagement Tools to Use in Red Hill Study
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Appointment of 
Community Liaisons

Goal: Build trust with 
the affected 
community

Description: Liaisons 
serve as points of 
contact, relaying 
community input to the 
National Academies

Responsibilities: 
Communicate with 
staff, Represent 
community 
perspectives at public 
meetings

Virtual Listening 
Sessions

Goal: Gather input 
from community 
members exposed to 
JP-5

Topics: Public health 
response, healthcare 
services, long-term 
symptoms, mental 
health

Logistics: Held via 
Zoom, advance 
registration, facilitated 
conversations, No 
recordings

In-Person Town Hall 
and Site Visit

Goal: Provide 
firsthand insight into 
community 
experiences

Description: Sessions 
with community 
speakers discussing 
their experiences, 
aligned with the 
study's statement of 
task

Logistics: In-person 
with webcasting and 
recordings available

Public Speaking 
Slots

Goal: Equal 
opportunity for 
community 
participation in 
meetings

Process: Open sign-
ups available online, 
slots allocated on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis



What’s coming up from the 
NASEM Red Hill Study

Virtual Listening Sessions

• April 15 – Mental Health

• May 3 – Pediatrics

Hawai‘i Site Visit & Community Engagement

• June 24–26 – In-person meetings and outreach

Additional Opportunities for Input

• July (TBD): More virtual data-gathering sessions

• Community Perspectives Survey: For those 
unable to attend events
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Thank you!

Questions?

Please email, redhill@nas.edu

Follow the project webpage for 

updates; see link or scan below
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mailto:redhill@nas.edu
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/clinical-follow-up-and-care-for-those-impacted-by-the-jp-5-releases-at-red-hill
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