
 

 

Fuel Tank Advisory Committee  

May 13, 2022 

 

Chats from Zoom and Testimony Emails 



The last comment in this list is from Patty Oishi at 11:18. All other chat questions after that will need
to be reviewed in real time.

Healani Sonoda-Pale
Why isn’t this meeting in person? Will the panelist be at the Capitol? Are they afraid to face the
public?
Are you aware that there are a lot of houseless that live along Halawa stream?  Have you notified
them?  What precautions have you taken to protect the stream ecosystem health?
What exactly is being released in Halawa stream?
Where did the plume go?
Why doesn’t this timeline start in 2014?
Can the water be cut off to the Navy until such time as they shut down red hill and pay the costs that
residents are paying?  They are the owners and creators of this situation
If we don’t pay our water bill our water gets turned off

Gina Hara
Pls clarify high fluoride levels caused shut down in addition to high fuel levels
I think the public has the right to see each other's questions to the panel. This is part of the problem
with this system for the past 8 years that you do not take public discussion as equal in the process,
or ask to meet and discuss (not one way testimony).
You must address why 400ppb is being used as the TPH-d vs. the 100ppb as been argued by Board of
Water because you can smell fuel at 160ppb. This needs to be investigated.
It "appears to be declining" because it is spreading out further into the aquifer?
Shouldn't the Clean Water Act apply here (at least for Kilo Pier)?
This SGH independent firm is it accepted and acknowledged by DOH?
Please ask Phoenix Grange about the 400ppb TPH-d standard vs. 100ppb TPH-d
The cost of December emergency housing was maybe $250 million. What is the cost now - what do
they know?
The cost of December emergency housing was maybe $250 million. What is the cost now - what do
they know?
What happens if there is an accident for the rest of South Shore (Moanalua to Hawaii Kai) - the Navy
did not pay for civilians on Navy water lines.

Zoe Dym
Are we currently in stage 5?

Kalani Copp
Will the groundwater contamination maps be availbale for public use/download?








Is the decline in contaminant concentration due to pumping the shaft, or migration of contaminats?
Will the maps be available for public use/download?
Wouldn't it be more ethical for the Navy to outsource their water testing to an unbiased
organization?

Lana Brodziak
Given the patterned flow and the adjoining land use, are there plans to utilize additional existing
monitoring wells (on private property) so the question mark areas can be sampled to understand
movement towards the public water supply well(s)?

Aurora Kagawa-Viviani
Can you please describe what the early Navy drinking water test results of "non-detect" mean when
there was clearly TPH in the aquifer? (What were their "detection limits" or were they interpreting
ND as below EAL?)
How can you determine whether the plume is "contracting" vs transport?
What was the volume of fuel released on Nov 20? How quickly was it released? What were its
characteristics? Over 5 months later we should know this by now and it is crucial for modeling.
How is the *contaminant fate and transport model* going? This is different than the groundwater
flow model.
What studies are being conducted to assess health impacts from the acute and likely chronic
exposures of affected residents?
What are the limits of detection for those analyzers?
What does "detection" mean in terms of ppb? What methods are being used for TPH? There are
known problems with standard methods of extraction being incomplete.

Bronson Azama
Will maps that were shown be available on the DOH website for the broader public?

Meredith Wilson
Have the EALS been raised? If so why?
Why was there a health advisory issued for medical provider stating that they should treat
symptoms and not test for toxicity? There are safety data sheets for every chemical. There are osha
safety sheets for every chemical. If they have the capability to assess toxicity in human beings why
can’t you?
why has it taken this long to see this?? When will the public see this??
how are the plumes stable if you don't know where they are
what about the recent reports where independent testing of homes is resulting in positives for jp-5
and other homes reporting a sheen on their water? there have also been an uptick in illnesses again
similar to those in November.
Please be more specific on the detail of "substantial" testing of homes prior to allowing residents to
move back in. i.e... every home test, etc...
Was every home tested prior to residents moving back into homes?
When will you test 100% of homes air quality and water
What other phenomenon do you think it could be then?? Why are symptoms resurging on your
water system users? Wouldn’t you want to assess that?



Marti Townsend
May the public please have a link to the DOH's presentations?
This is so heartbreaking... shocking!! where is the urgency to clean this up?!
I keep hearing “aware of” at that time. So now are you aware or was someone else? When did this
get discovered? Why is it now just being told?
I echo Gina's question about why the plume appears to be declining -- is it because the
contamination has been collected or because it is diluting into the aquifer?
More monitoring wells need to be installed. What is happening under the prison?
How much TPH-d is being collected by the GAC system?
Let's get real. How successful were the clean up plans for the water supplies contaminated in other
communities? How is ABQ? Camp LeJune? Has the military ever successfully cleaned up water they
have contaminated?
Please give the public a written timeline of the Navy's proposal for "going forward."  Because right
now it feels like we are going in circles.
A couple of calls a day?!  Can we have independent follow up on those calls. I do not trust the Navy

Laurel Brier
Kauai’s westside is the one other place in Hawaii that these same 1940ties fuel tanks exist.  It seems
likely they are also leaking.  What is their current status?  When were they last inspected?  is there a
plan to decommission these tanks as well?

Lisa Keeney
How many and which of the chemicals leaked are forever chemicals?
Redacted how? Why? Do you mean redacted like when the water was said to be safe for people to
bathe their babies in and it wasn’t or ???
When do we get UNTREDACTED reports regarding our consumption of poisoned water??
1,600 samples out of 93,000. People in affected areas?
Removing soil with forever contaminants? Where will the pile of forever toxins be put?

Anna Chua
Please share what actions the agencies are taking to remediate this mess.
Why aren’t the community members and experts part of the committee?
SGH is not even an independent contractor. How  can we even trust that assessment?

Susan Gorman-Chang
Gabriella, was the flushing done in Kapilina Homes, where the water was just flushed out into lawns
and thus went directly into the soil and/or ocean, a violation of the federal Clean Water Act?  No
filtering was done here. Please discuss why it was or was not a violation under the Clean Water Act.
Where on this timeline does it show where Navy leadership said there was no problem with the
water?
Where on this timeline is where the Navy contested the first DOH order?
When will the public get to see this report you just mentioned?
1,000 water samples out of how many homes in the affected areas?
Who chooses what/where those 6,000 homes to be tested are?



So you can remove ALL contamination from the water?
Will the public get the May 31 full plan?
I assume each phase has a date and timeline. Can you share those with us now?
When can the public see this report?
Will the U of H samples be turned over to the Navy or will it go directly to the public?
Navy is there anything else you can do to make us feel more disposable as human beings? I think you 
have covered everything. You have impacted our physical health, mental health, long term health, 
and our financial stability. Navy your message is that we are disposable human beings. Do you care?

Kyle Kajihoro
How can the public participate in the development of the action plan?
Where is the affected community representation? This composition goes against the principles of 
environmental justice.
When will you release the full investigation reports?

Colonel Ann Wright
When does the public get to see the report?
could you spell RISTA???? subcontractor?
Who is the "REGULATOR"????? 

Stacey Breshears
Has the Navy even reached out to Queen Emma Land Company who owns much of Halawa?

Sherry Pollack
What are the consequences of the Navy not following the EO timeline/deadlines?  What are the 
penalties for missing each deadline? Steep fines need to be imposed.
Beyond telling people their water has already been tested, what else has the Navy been doing to 
investigate why there are sheens in their tap water and new/resumed reported health issues with 
families who have been forced to move back into base housing?

Larissa
WHY are we STILL getting sick? WHY is there STILL a sheen on our water?

Patty Oishi
CAPT Meyer:  When did your assignment to cover Red Hill begin?  When does your Hawaii PCS 
terminate?

















































































































































































































































































 
Tuesday, May 31, 2022 

Red Hill Fuel Tank Advisory Committee 
c/o Hawaii Department of Health 
1250 Punchbowl Street Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
Ms. Thu Perry 
Public Participation Coordinator 
Solid & Hazardous Waste Branch 
Department of Health 
919 Ala Moana Boulevard, #212 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 

Comments on Final Assessment 
Red Hill Underground Fuel Storage 

Simpson, Gumpertz, & Hegel 
 
Me ke Aloha Members of the Red Hill Fuel Tank Advisory Committee: 
Mahalo for your continued oversight of this ongoing crisis. 
 
I continue to support the Department of Health in its duty to regulate water quality under Hawaii’s 
delegation of federal authority.  This delegation is entirely appropriate, given the unique character of 
small island resources and our unique island history and sensibilities. This duty has come to entail 
executive orders addressing mismanagment of natural resources and the contamination of public 
drinking water supplies unique to O'ahu.   
In the present instance, the Navy is required to defuel and to decommission the Red Hill Bulk Fuel 
Storage Facility.  It is understandable that this might not be accomplished overnight, but there is no real 
excuse for the defueling not to proceed immediately. The Navy has had no problem persisting in the use 
of the facility despite ongoing problems with leaks, spills, breaks, etc..   
Enough has been too much. The inexcusable permanent contamination of an important drinking water 
source recently exposed O'ahu residents to frightening health impacts, initially and irresponsibly 
gainsaid by the Navy, resulting in significant hospitalizations. There has been the additional trauma of 
evacuations of whole communities and the closure of schools and businesses, with disruptions to family 
and community life during the Christmas holidays.  
Further delay by “reasonable” infrastructure assessments and repairs is not reasonable nor justified by 
the Navy’s track record.  Further delay simply invites more failures of a corroded system well beyond the 
limits of its 1940s technologies and beyond anyone’s ability to adequately manage.  The “time bomb” is 
still ticking.  Defuel now.  Do not rebuild the facility in order to decommission it.  Do not pass “Go”, do 
not collect more taxpayer dollars in a wasted effort. 
The only additional plan the Department of Health and the united people of O'ahu and Hawai'I should 
be entertaining beyond the defueling schedule is the analysis, drafting, and execution of a de-
contamination plan for the affected aquifers.  
There should be no need to revisit the sobering history of military performance with respect to precious 
and fragile resources that have supported large, robustly healthy populations here for a thousand years. 
Hawaii is a freshwater oasis in the middle of largest salt water desert on the planet.  Ground water 
resources in Hawaii are irreplaceable and have been carefully and successfully protected by responsible 
local authorities, excepting incidents by private firms and the U.S. military.  Past private and military 
breaches of due diligence have already resulted in excessive costs to residents in water and land 
treatment and in replacement ground water source development.   



The impact of losing this important water source is magnified by the ripple effect on other major 
drinking water sources.  The Honolulu Board of Water Supply has closed important sources providing a 
major portion of everyday water supplies in an abundance of caution to avoid much broader health 
impairments.  The drinking water sources of O'ahu are finite and of excellent quality, and the 
development of replacement sources is neither guaranteed, practical, nor cheap. The Department of 
Health is correct in requiring reliable local authority oversight over the future of facilities that impose 
hazards to irreplaceable ground water resources.  Until the real priorities are addressed – 
decontamination of ground water and the return of essential drinking water facilities to full functioning, 
this job is not over. It cannot wait. Those are the only priorities, not rebuilding the aging facility with all 
its warts and prolonging the “ticking time bomb”. 

There remains a related issue not covered in this order.  The Navy has not been timely in relaying test 
results of water quality, up to and including assertions that the water from Red Hill Shaft (Well No. 2254-
01) is drinkable;  this possibility is highly in doubt. Despite requests, the Department of Health has not 
created a user-friendly site for the public to see immediate results of water quality testing, either for this 
well or for the neighborhood water system flushing effort.  Unfortunately, the latter question arises yet 
again as pockets of residual contamination persist, according to reports from residents. The general 
public has no easily inspectable reporting that nearshore waters have been protected from 
contamination.  Reporting is notoriously late and buried deep in the pages of the Department’s 
encompassing website.  The Navy should be relieved of testing and reporting in favor of the Department 
of Health, which needs to update its reporting system to provide simple and timely access to full results. 
 
Your acceptance of public comment on this matter is truly appreciated. 
/s/  Charley Ice, retired senior Hydrologist, Ground Water Regulation Branch, Commission on Water 
Resource Management (25 years) 
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