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RED HILL TASK FORCE - FCT UPDATED
Friday, October 30, 2015

9:35 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

919 Ala Moana Boulevard, Fifth Floor

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

* * * X X X K *

MR. KAWAOKA: Let's call the meeting to
order for S.C.R. 57, S$.D 1, H.D. 1. Good morning
everyone. My name is Keith Kawaocka. I am the deputy
director for Environmental Health, Department of Health.
And before we go through some logistics, I Jjust want to
welcome the task force members that were here for last
year's task force. There are some new members. I would
just like you to introduce yourselves, starting on this
end.

MR. LEOTA: Frank Leota, I am the
military affairs officer for Councilman Gabbard.

MR. ONOUE: I'm Steven Onoue, President
for Moanalua Valley Community Association.

MR. YOMES: David Yomes, I am with
Neighborhood Board 18, Salt Lake, Aliamanu, and Foster
Village.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: Dean Tufts. I am the
commanding officer of Naval Facilities Engineering

Command in Hawaii and Navy's Regional Engineering.
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MR. LAU: Ernie Lau, Board of Water
Supply.

MR. CASEY: Patrick Casey. Commission on
Water Resource Management.

MR. YAMAMOTO: Alan Yamamoto. Senator
Hirono's office. Keith, can I just also add, I know
this is our —-- the first time that our office is
attending this meeting. Because I believe the
delegation was added to S.C.R. 57 during this last
session. I had asked —-— and this was before Senator
Wakai took over jurisdiction of the relevant committee.
I had asked both Senator Gabbard and Representative Lee
if they can clarify for me what is the specific purpose
for adding the delegation as part of this task force.
And they stated just because of our roles, at the
federal level working with the Navy, DLA and the EPA,
they thought that they could be helpful.

But I think Keith, you know and
others parties, Ernie knows, we've been working with
all of the parties throughout, even before. So we
are happy to participate and play a role, whatever
the legislature feels how we can be productive.

MR. KAWAOKA: Appreciate those comments.
Thank you.

SENATOR WAKAI: Glenn Wakai, state
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senator. This is my first meeting but for different

reasons. I am the brand new chair for the economic

development and the environmental committee.

MR.

KAWAQOKA : So for all the task force

memberships past and current, welcome. Just introduce

everyone in the audience, if we can.

MS.

REZENENTES: Cynthia Rezentes,

Congressman Takai's office.

Supply.

Hawaii.

Water.

Water Supply.

Supply.

citizen.

Water Resource

MR. COX: Carroll Cox, citizen.

MR. KAWATA: Erwin Kawata, Board of Water
MS. DAWSON: Teresa Dawson, Environment
MR. USAGAWA: Barry Usagawa, Board of
MS. NAKAMOTO: Shawn Nakamoto. Board of
MR. SEKI: Dean Seki, Board of Water

MR. CRISESTOMO: Jeremia Cristestomo,
MS. BERNIER: Jenny Bernier, DOH.

MR. CHENET: Robert Chenet, Commission
Management.

MR. HARDY: Roy Hardy, Commission Water
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Resource Management.

MR. NOGA: Joshua Noga, Sierra Club.

MR. HENSARLING: Cody Hensarling, manager
for Aaron Ling Johanson.

MS. DANG: Karen Dang, office of Senator
Glenn Wakai.

MR. TOWNSEND: Marti Townsend, Sierra
Club.

MS. ISAKI: Bianca Isaki, Sierra Club.

MR. TAKABA: Richard Takaba, DOH.

MS. PERRY: Thu Perry with DOH.

MR. YAMADA: Stuart Yamada, Environmental
Management Division.

MS. KWAN: Roxanne Kwan, DOH.

MR. POENTIS: Aaron Poentis, representing
the Navy.

MR. KAWAOKA: And I forgot to mention, we
have some people on the telecon. So can you introduce
yourself. Bob, you there?

MR. PALLARINO: (via telephone) Yes.

This is Bob Pallarino. I am with EPA office in San
Francisco underground storage, project coordinator for
the Red Hill preoject as part of the administrative
order,

MR. PETERMAN: (via telephone) And this
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is Tom Peterman with the US EPA, Region IX. I manage
the Red Hill branch, which includes the underground
storage tank program.

MR. KAWAQKA: Is that it for EPA?

MR. PETERMAN: (via telephone) Yes.
This is Tom Peterman.

MR. KAWAOKA: CQCkay. I got that. Is
there anybody else on the line right now? Could you
please identify yourself if you are.

Hearing none. And I forget to
mention as we went around the room, we do have a
court reporter here this morning. So if you can,
when you are asked, not the task members per say,
but especially in the back of the audience, if you
have any comments or gquestions as we go through the
meeting, could you speak loudly and clearly so she
can kind of understand who you are and the comments
that you make.

Just before we go into the agenda, I
just want to get some expectations out, it was kind
of mentioned about Senator Gabbard's intent because
he was the primary, along with Representative Lee
who is not here yet. Just to go over what the
intent of the resolution is. We will go through it

in the agenda.
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Also from the standpoint of this
meeting, we do have an obligation to provide a
report to the legislature prior to the session that
starts in January. So whatever comments that we
gather from this meeting and any additional comments
that may come through, as of December 1, 2015, we
will gather all those comments and put together into
a summary report to the legislature for review.

Other than that, rest rooms are
located on the outside of the doors on your
left-hand side. So with that, let's have an update
on the Red Hill administrative order of consent that
was signed just about a month ago.

MS. PERRY: Good morning, again. My name
is Thu Perry. I am the public participation coordinator
for the underground storage tank program. And I am
going to give scme background and an update on the AOQC.
Now at the time of the previous task force, which was
late 2014, DLA, Navy, PA, and DOH were already
conferencing and meeting regularly to establish an
enforceable agreement that would address the January
release. But it also provides a comprehensive approach
to preventing future releases at the facility.

This summer Navy and DLA signed a

draft of that agreement, that draft was presented in
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a public meeting at Moanalua Middle School on

June 18. That night 29 people submitted oral
comments and over 300 people attended. That comment
period was extended to about a month. And during
that period, we received additional 140 written
comments.

Also during that time Official
Responses to Comment document was created and made
available and also a FAQ. Both these document are
available on our website, which is on your agendas,
if you picked one up.

After the period ended, DOH and EPA
worked toc change the AOC and the SOW to address
public concerns. The Navy, DLA resigned the final
revised versicn. EPA and DOH signed the AOC, making
it effective September 28. Now, as specified in the
SOW will be meeting, will commence 30 days upon the
effective date of the AOC.

Earlier this week on Monday and
Tuesday we had scoping meetings that were held to
put onto the table the wide range of issues and
challenges for each session that will be later
addressed in a more in-—-depth, technical meeting.
Alsc discussed were project framing concerns and

decision criteria considerations for each section.
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These scoping meetings are scheduled to continue
throughout the week of November 30th, with more
detailed agenda and with involvement from community
stakeholders and SMEs, subject matter experts.

In addition to the scoping meetings,
project management coordinator meetings are held
weekly to ensure alignment of expectations,
deliverable interim action items to ensure
productivity and success of all future meetings.

At a minimum, details of these
meetings will be shared with the public at annual
public meetings and on EPA, DOH websites. This
includes the sharing of final documents. Additional
outreach activities may be scheduled if deemed
necessary.

This is a good time to remind you
folks if you do want to be in the loop to be
included in those updates, please sign in with an
e-mail address. That's all I have for right now. I
am going to hand it over to our division chief,
Stewart Yamata. Thank you.

MR. YAMATA: Basically Senate Concurrent
Resolution 57, I am not going to read it to you. But it
is very simple. Basically extends the task force to

address the 26 additional fuel storage tanks that is
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owned and operated by the military. And as mentioned by
Keith and Alan, it added the congressional delegation to
be members of this task force. That's it in summary.
Aaron?

MR. KAWAOKA: Before we move on, is there
any guestions or comments from the task force members?
Okay. Anything from EPA?

MR. PALLARINO: (via telephone) Nothing
from EPA.

MR. KAWAOKA: Thank you. Hearing none,
next item. This is the Navy's summary of the field
construction tanks in Hawaii.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: So, Captain Dean Tufts,
again, Navy Regional Engineer. I am going to go over —-—
is that as big as we can get it? I am going to go over
where we ended last year's task force. The task force
report that was put out by State Department of Health
and where we were going with this task force as I
understand in S.C.R. 57.

And the board members all have this
in front of them to read. This is exactly the page
that came out of Appendix E of the December, 2014,
Senate Task Force Report provided by the State
Department of Health. You can see it —-— or maybe

you can't see. Down at the bottom it listed 31
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in-use field constructed tanks. It listed 15
temporarily out—-of-use or permanently out-of-use
field constructed tanks for a total of 46.

Next slide. These are the map
locations of those tanks as per the December, 2014,
report. I am going to, in future slides, show you
the differences as we went back and we validated
some of the DOH information.

Of note, the green color in the map
here in the middle represents the drinking water
aquifers. So as DOH put out last December, some of
our tanks are over drinking water like Red Hill and
some of our groundwater, like Red Hill, and some of
our tanks are not over the drinking water aquifer.

Next slide, please. This is Kauai.
This is Pacific Missile Range Facility. And those
nine tanks are not, as you can see, not over a
drinking water aquifer. These are all from the
December, 2014, task force report.

Next slide, please. So here are the
changes that we made, the Navy made. These are Navy
edits to the exact pages. And I know you can't see
this from the back or even from where I am sitting.

MR. KAWAOKA: Aarcon, can we make it

bigger?
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CAPTAIN TUFTS: I don't think we can move
that back. Still can't read it from here, but I will
read it off my page.

So, again, this is the sheet from the
December, 2014. Anything in red or what the Navy
recently changed for this meeting, to make sure that
we are all on the same page. So we just added
Hickam Air Force Base and Wheeler Air Force Base, to
tell everybody where Kapaha was. And I am going to
have maps following this slide as well.

These four sets of tanks, that is
what this task force is all about. That is what
this task force got extended to look at. And so we
will be talking in depth about these four sets of
tanks.

This Schofield Barracks tanks that
was on the 2014 report is not a field-constructed
tank in Schofield. 1It's an above—-ground tank. So
that has been pulled. And then this wasn't in here
at all, but I want to make sure that the entire task
force knew that there are permanently out—-of-use
tanks -- I'm going to try to get this right,
Waikakalaua. This is again, Hickam Air Force Base
and Wheeler Air Force Base, former Wheeler Air Force

Base. Nine tanks about 1.8 million gallons per
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tank, permanently out of service.

Next slide, please.

MR. LAU: Can we ask questions? Or ask
questions later at the end?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: You can ask questions.

MR. LAU: Captain Tufts, can you go back
to the slide there. I know it's really hard for folks
to see. This is Ernie Lau from Board of Water Supply.
You mentioned that the stared items here are the cones
being considered by the task force?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: The task force expanded
to consider those tanks.

MR. LAU: Oh, okay. Why is the Kipapa
Gulch fuel-storage annex, which looks like it's about
10 million galleons or so of field storage, not included
under the task force, the mandate for the task force?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: That was as per State
Department of Health letter this summer. Those are
permanently out—-of-use tanks.

MR. LAU: But the resolution, did the
resolution —— actually I have a copy. Did the
resolution limit the task force review to in-service
only or inactive tanks?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: In-—-service and

temporarily out of use is what DOH told us to focus on.
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MR. LAU: Can scmebody check the
Rescoluticon, C.S.R. 57, to see if it makes that
distinction? I don't have a copy.

MS. PERRY: We have copies up front. The
ones that are permanently out of use, we will touch on,
just to —-—

MR. LAU: Great. I just wanted to make
sure that we did have a chance to see what occurred at
the Kipapa site, which is over the drinking water.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: What actions have put it
permanently out of use?

MR. LAU: Yeah, even though it is out of
use. It looks like according to the table there is some
kind of remediation going on there, possibly for fuel
release that might have occurred while it was in use.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: Okay.

MR. LAU: Thank you.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: Thanks, Ernie. So here
is the graft or the map. And, so, Waikakalaua, I put a
line through it, because those are permanently
out-of-use tanks. Schofield Barracks, as I said, that
is an above-ground tank. So we are not going to talk
about that. Kipapa is what Ernie just talked about. We
can certainly talk about Kipapa if we deem necessary

through the task force.
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The 20 tanks up at Red Hill for the
fuel-storage facility is right here. The Kuahua
Peninsula, which is on the former submarine base at
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam is still on Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. Is right here, not over
the aquifer. That is 12 total tanks. It's the four
surge tanks that we have for Red Hill and then
another eight temporarily out-of-service tanks that
we will talk more in depth about in future slides.

Kuahua Peninsula, these are the Red
Hill surge tanks I Jjust mentioned. There is four
tanks; 425,000 gallons each. They are used as an
intermediate transfer point from the supply, whether
it's a ship or the pipeline onto the base and before
we sling that fuel up, by pump, up to the Red Hill
site, the 20 tanks up at Red Hill.

This allows us to moderate the flow
of incoming and outgoing fuel and measure the flow
of incoming, outgoing fuel. The other thing this
does for us, is normally when we are not moving
fuel, these four tanks remain empty and are there
for emergency storage. We used these tanks once
during the Tank 5 release. To get the fuel out the
Tank 5 in January of 2014 quickly, we moved it both

to Tank 4 and to the surge tanks to just get it out
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of Tank 5 as quickly as possible. So four tanks,
425 each. You are talking almost 2 million gallons
worth of storage capacity, i1f we needed it in an
emergency.

I won't go over each of these line
items. These were talked about in the last Red Hill
task force. I will talk about modified API 653
Inspections. These are the same exact inspections
that we do at the Red Hill tanks, the 20 Red Hill
tanks. It's modified because API 653 is an
above—ground storage tank, American Petroleum
Institute inspection. And so you can't get to the
outside, for instance, of the Red Hill tanks. So we
do everything they tell us to do, the API tells us
to do, on the inside of the tanks, the piping, the
valves, everything else.

It was last done —— these four tanks
were last done between 2004, 2006. It was a 20-year
suitability. So the inspector verifies and
validates that for the next 20 years, these tanks
will be good. So our next inspection is at 20
years, 2024 to 2026.

Our leak detection in these tanks,
our inventory management similar to the Red Hill

tanks. And we do tank tightness testing annually on
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these tanks. The last ones were done in February
and May of this year. There has been no reported
releases out of these tanks. And as I said earlier,

these tanks are not over drinking water aquifer.

Kuahua Peninsula, same area. But
different tanks. These tanks are temporarily out of
service or out of use. This is the former diesel

purification plant. Eight total tanks, 3 of 25,000
gallons, 5 of 100,000 gallons each. Tanks are
empty. They are concrete tanks. Not steel tanks.

They are temporarily out of use and
last used in 1990. These tanks were included in the
1997 navel base subsurface oil radiation
investigation. There was evidence of fuel release
out of these tanks. All the recoverable free
product was removed at that time. And we continued
to monitor, and the plume is stable.

Actually, are we continuing to
monitor? We are continuing to monitor, and the
plume is stable. And State DOH approved all the
actions we have done back in 2010. We are planning
to demolish and remove these tanks, starting in July
of 2016. And these are also not over a drinking
water aquifer.

This is on Kauail. These are the nine
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tanks in Pacific Missile Range Facility. Next
slide. Nine active tanks, 50,000 gallons each.
These store Jet A fuel, which is a little different
than JP-5 or JP-8. Again, the modified 653
inspections were last done in 2011, 2012. These
were ten-year suitability inspections. So the
inspector verified and validated tank integrity for
the next 10 years. So we need to inspect them again
in 2021, 2022.

The leak detection we use here is a
monthly status leak testing. Again, there has been
no report of releases at these tanks and these tanks
are not over a drinking water aquifer.

And my experts and I will take
questions, if there are any.

MR. KAWACKA: Any questions from the task
force managers? Seeing none, any questions from the
audience?

MR. COX: Carroll Cox.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: Yes, sir.

MR. COX: If you were to sign an
importance to each one of these tanks, which one would
Red Hill be assigned?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: Importance to what?

MR. COX: Yeah, which one you would be
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focusing on to clean up first?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: For environmental
purposes?

MR. COX: For period. Just cleaning it
up. Assigning a ranking of which is high ranking, which
one is more important because it sits over an aquifer or
something like that.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: Carroll, it's a little
bit of a difficult question to answer.

MR. COX: Well, let me ask you then,
which one threatens the aquifers?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: That's a little bit of a
pointed question. I think any tank, any underground
storage tank that is over an aquifer, as opposed to not
over an aquifer, would be of more concern to the Navy,
EPA, and DOH. There's no doubt about that.

I think because we have closed tanks
at the former diesel purification plant, that we
don't think has fuel in it, but we have had releases
there. And we have tested releases there. I am
anxious to get those cleaned and removed
immediately. That is why we are going to do it in
July.

MR. COX: I understand that. So the Red

Hill, you assign a degree of importance -— I get the
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feeling that we have lumped all of these together when
Red Hill was actually the thing that really showed up
and raised concern, immediate concerns. I get this
feeling that they are grouped together. Now how long
will that take? Will you have to seek funding before
all of them —— before you take any real action on Red
Hill?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: We are talking about the
Red Hill 20 tanks at Red Hill Proffer?

MR. COX: Yes.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: We are working through
the AOC/SOW requirements right now. We are going
through the scoping meetings that we talked about
earlier. After we go through the scoping meetings and
decide on what technclogy for each of the section of the
AQC/SOW we are going to pursue. The Navy puts that
forth to DOH and EPA. And DOH and EPA approves it.

Once that is approved, the Navy goes
back and finds money through the Defense Logistics
Agency to do those upgrades or improvements. So I
wouldn't say we are only doing one thing here.

Because as I showed in the diesel plan, we are going
to start removal of those things and clean up of
anything that needs to be cleaned up there. And we

have done clean up there starting in July. I want
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to get those tanks out of the ground starting in
July. We have money to deo it. And we are going to
do it.

Red Hill is alsco important. And
strategically important but also important to the
community and over an aquifer. There is no doubt
about it. We want to make sure that we are doing
the best possible thing at Red Hill, as well, to
ensure safety of the community's drinking water.

MR. KAWACOKA: Any other questions? EPA,
do you have any comments or questions on the last items?

MR. PALLARINO: (via telephone) Nothing
at this time. Thank vyou.

MR. KAWAOKA: Sierra Club.

MS. TOWNSEND: On slide 5, I was
wondering if you can help describe or help me understand
the information that was added there.

For example, I don't know what —-- for
the temporarily out-cof-use, the last row,
temporarily out-of-use tanks at Hickam. And you are
describing how DOH is overseeing their mediation,
which includes bioventing, if I can read that.

Could you talk about that a little
bit and explain that a little more?

CAPTAIN TUFTS: Thanks, Marti. So I am
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going to have Aaron talk about this. I Jjust want to
make sure everybody understands, those are permanently
out of use, not temporarily out of use. Go right ahead,
Aaron.

MR. POENTIS: So you are speaking about
the Waikakalaua tanks. And those were former Air Force
fuel tanks used to support largely the Hickam Air Force
Base and similarly to support the Wheeler Air Force
Base, which is now known as Wheeler Army Air Field.

They were taken out of service, and
it was originally investigated and cleaned up as
part of —— when it was part of the Air Force. The
Navy took over it when we had joint base in the late
2000s. And, in essence, those tanks have been
cleaned out, removed.

Apparently there was evidence of
leaks from the cperation of those tanks. And so it
went through this prescribed process under the Super
Fund Program, that the Air Force operated and the
Navy took over, where we actually did the clean up
and the active bioremediation.

So we are working in conjunction with
the State Department of Health. They have approval
or what they call a remedy in place. That means the

regulatory agency approval of our actions, which is
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largely bioventing. And we conduct a long-term
monitoring of that site.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: Can you tell her what
bioventing means.

MR. POENTIS: It is forced induction of
air to enhance the active biological degradation of fuel
that maybe exist in that, which is largely the soil.

CAPTAIN TUFTS: So there are microbes in
the ground in the salt, rock, or soil that feed on fuel.
So they feed on fuel, and they breathe air. And so when
you have a lot of air, you can have more microbes to eat
more fuel. And so bioventing is giving microbes more
air to be able to eat more fuel.

MR. KAWAOKA: And, Marti, that's the —-
the office said I formally oversaw that has an
evaluation in emergency response office. I apologize
that the remedial project manager wasn't available to be
here teday. But there are wvarious reports of wvarious
phases of the investigation in the clean up and the
monitoring phase. So if you would like to see those
reports, those are available. We would include that
information in the final report as well.

MR. POENTIS: I want to make —— I would
like to indicate, and I had to take a quick look at my

notes. But we actually did get regulatory approval,
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what they call no further action. Meaning that after
the investigation and efforts, there is nothing
necessary for that site. So that record of what they
call the record of decision, or the final government
approved of regulatory approval of our actions, was
obtained in 2009.

MR. KAWAOKA: Any other gquestions?

MS. ISAKI: Bianca Isaki, Sierra Club. I
just have a guick question about the information you may
have about how the plume might move. I know you menticn
a lot of the tanks are not over drinking aquifers. Do
you Jjust use monitoring wells? Do you have any
information on how the plume leaks might move?

MR. POENTIS: Are you speaking in general
about any release, or is there a particular one that you
are speaking about?

MS. ISAKI: I guess all the ones that say
they are not over drinking water aquifers, or even the
ones that are that say that there were releases. But no
particular ones.

MR. POENTIS: Sure. There is generally a
prescribed process that we follow. And grant it, when
you speak of the clean—-up program under what the common
term of Super Fund, we have to develop an inventory

based on past use of property. This is across the
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nation for every aspect in the industry, including the
Department of Defense.

I guess a general evaluation of what
operations may have occurred in the past, that
potentially could cause contamination. And that is
generally what we do under the Super Fund Program.
So we have this sort of inventory. When we
categorize where we possibly could have
contamination, we actually do what we call a site
investigation, an active site investigation. And
that is generally an intrusive type of effort where
we collect samples and analyze, and based on our
criteria, make determinations on whether or not a
clean-up activity must occur.

So when you speak of a plume for
these former sites, we actually do take monitoring
samples to measure free product, if it is present.
And we attempt to recover what is recoverable or
extract what is recoverable. All of this
information is provided to the regulatory agency,
and we continue this active recovery process until
it comes a de minimis amount where we are no longer
able to recover recoverable product. We seek
regulatory approval. And generally what happens is

the plume is deemed to be stable. We continue
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