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BACKGROUND



HAZARDOUS WASTE RULES

o Title 11 chapters 260.1 to 279.1, Hawaii 

Administrative Rules (HAR)

o Incorporation By Reference (IBR) of federal 

rules

• Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 

124, 260 to 266, 268, 270, 273, 279

o Guidebooks

x



xx





SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN CERTAIN CHAPTERS

o Significant changes to chapters 260.1 to 265.1 
and 273.1  

o No significant changes to chapters 266.1, 268.1, 
270.1, 271.1, or 279.1 in this rulemaking



RULE CHAPTERS

HAR 11-

260.1

261.1

262.1

263.1

264.1

265.1

General provisions

Identification and listing of hazardous waste

Generators

Transporters

Treatment, storage, & disposal facilities

Interim TSDFs

40 CFR

260

261

262

263

264

265



RULE CHAPTERS

HAR 11-

266.1

268.1

270.1

271.1

273.1

279.1

Specific wastes and facilities 

Land disposal restrictions

HW permit program

Permit procedures

Universal waste

Used oil

40 CFR

266

268

270

124

273

279



UPDATES



RULE UPDATES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 29, 2024

o New EPA rules adopted by the state (2022 IBR)

• Ignitable liquids testing

• Canada import/export codes

o SQG emergency information posting

o Universal waste

o Minor corrections and clarifications



RULE UPDATES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 29, 2024

o Universal waste

• Battery labeling

• Solar panel de-framing

• Electronic items

o Labeling

o Clarification on removal of discrete components

o Storage media destruction



NEW EPA RULES



IGNITABLE LIQUIDS



MODERNIZING IGNITABLE LIQUIDS DETERMINATIONS

o Allow test methods related to the flashpoint of liquid waste and 

air sampling to align with current ASTM and EPA standards

o Allow alternatives to tests requiring mercury thermometers

o Codify existing EPA guidance defining aqueous – change 

“aqueous solution” to “solution…at least 50 percent water by 

weight”

o Update references to DOT regulations  [85 FR 40594]

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-07-07/pdf/2020-12695.pdf


CANADA IMPORT/EXPORT CODES



CONFORMING CHANGES TO CANADA-SPECIFIC 
HAZARDOUS WASTE IMPORT-EXPORT RECOVERY 
AND DISPOSAL OPERATION CODES

o Change codes used in hazardous waste import/export notices 

submitted to EPA 

o Conforming with Canadian regulatory change 

o Codes represent waste recovery and disposal operations 

     

[86 FR 54381]  

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-10-01/pdf/2021-21417.pdf


EMERGENCY INFO POSTING



SQG EMERGENCY INFORMATION POSTING

o Emergency information must be posted 

in areas where hazardous waste is 

generated and stored 

o Except: for sites where cell phones cannot be used 

safely in hazardous waste generation and 

accumulation areas, post next to the nearest phones



The small quantity generator must post the following 
information [next to telephones or] in areas directly 
involved in the generation and accumulation of 
hazardous waste or, if cellular telephones cannot be 
safely used in these areas, next to the nearest 
telephones: 

o The name and emergency telephone number of the 
emergency coordinator

o Location of fire extinguishers and spill control material, and, 
if present, fire alarm

o The telephone number of the fire department, unless the 
facility has a direct alarm







UNIVERSAL WASTE



RULE UPDATES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 29, 2024

o Universal waste

• Battery labeling

• Solar panel de-framing

• Electronic items

o Labeling

o Clarification on removal of discrete components

o Storage media destruction



UW BATTERIES



LABELING OPTIONS

LABEL EACH

o Battery

o Container or pallet 
containing batteries 

o Designated battery 
storage area demarcated 
by boundaries

LABEL LANGUAGE

o Universal waste—battery(ies) 

o Waste battery(ies)

o Used battery(ies)

o Designated battery 
storage area demarcated 
by boundaries



UW SOLAR PANELS



DE-FRAMING

UW handlers may manually or mechanically remove solar 

panel frames without a hazardous waste treatment 

permit, under conditions:

o Don’t break the glass, cleanup & containerize if broken

o Storage conditions

o Metal frames must be recycled 



o All reasonable efforts shall be 
made to minimize breakage of 
solar panel glass

o Separated metal framing must 
be recycled



o Broken pieces of solar panel glass shall be cleaned up 

and placed in a container at the end of each work shift 

during which framing is removed from solar panels 

• The container shall be closed, structurally sound, and 

compatible with the contents of the solar panel, and shall 

lack evidence of leakage, spillage, or damage that could 

cause leakage under reasonably foreseeable conditions

o Broken pieces must be managed as universal waste 



o Solar panels with framing removed shall be stored in a 

horizontal stack and shall be stretch-film wrapped as 

soon as practicable or at the end of each work shift 

o Solar panels with framing removed shall be stored in:  

• A building, with a permanent roof and floor, that is 

constructed and maintained to minimize breakage of solar 

panels and to prevent exposure of the solar panels to 

precipitation; or  

• A closed and secure container that is constructed and 

maintained to minimize breakage of solar panels and to 

prevent exposure of the solar panels to precipitation 



UW ELECTRONIC ITEMS



LABELING OPTIONS

LABEL EACH

o Electronic item

o Container or pallet 
containing electronic items 

o Designated electronic item 
storage area demarcated 
by boundaries

LABEL LANGUAGE

o Universal waste—electronic 
item(s) 

o Waste electronic item(s)

o Used electronic item(s)o Designated electronic item 
storage area demarcated 
by boundaries



REMOVAL OF DISCRETE COMPONENTS

o Clarification only – removal of components “typically 
removed by consumers for replacement during the 
normal operation of an electronic item” already 
allowed

o Change “discrete assemblies” to “discrete 
components”

o Add hard drives and solid state drives as examples



STORAGE MEDIA DESTRUCTION

UW handlers may drill holes in or crush electronic storage 
media for the purpose of meeting data security standards 
without a hazardous waste treatment permit, under 
conditions:

o Written procedures

o Catchment area or container

o Containerize debris and electronic storage media, 
manage debris as UW



o Drill holes in or crush hard drives, solid state 
drives, or similar electronic storage media 

o For the purpose of meeting data security 
standards or media sanitization standards 

o Must meet the following requirements: 



o Written procedures

• Establish and follow written procedure detailing how 
to safely drill holes in or crush the storage media

o Proper assembly, operation, and maintenance of the 
drilling or crushing device 

o Proper waste management practices to prevent releases

• Maintain a copy of the written procedure on site

• Ensure employees conducting drilling or crushing are 
trained in the proper procedure



o Conduct drilling or crushing over 
a catchment area or container 
and immediately collect and 
containerize any debris 
generated 

o Manage resulting debris and 
electronic storage media as UW



o Ensure that all debris and electronic storage media 
are confined to a container that: 

• Is structurally sound

• Is compatible with the contents of the waste

• Lacks evidence of leakage, spillage, or damage that 
could cause leakage under reasonably foreseeable 
conditions 

• Remains closed except when drilling, crushing, or adding 
waste





KEEP IN TOUCH

o Update your site contact 
information 
health.hawaii.gov/shwb/
hazwaste/notification/ 

o Sign up for email 
announcements 
health.hawaii.gov/shwb/
hazwaste/announce/ 

https://health.hawaii.gov/shwb/hazwaste/notification/
https://health.hawaii.gov/shwb/hazwaste/announce/


noa.klein@doh.hawaii.gov

health.hawaii.gov/shwb/
hazwaste/hwrules/
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