




Remarks from Rep. Lowen for the Plastics Source Reduction Working Group 

Aloha and thank you for being present for the first meeting of the Plastic Source Reduction 

working group, and for agreeing to work on this very important and challenging issue. The 

problem of plastic pollution is one that has long been present but that has grown exponentially 

in visibility in recent years. Every day we see a new article about plastic pollution in the ocean, 

littering our beaches, about its impact on our environment and economy, about the presence 

of microplastics in the air we breathe, the food we eat, and the water we drink, and about the 

health impacts to human health and wildlife, including many endangered species.  

It’s clear that something has to change and that we cannot continue to act as if the waste we 

produce as manufacturers, retailers and consumers simply disappears when it leaves our hands. 

We also cannot continue to pretend that burning, landfilling, or shipping our waste to other 

countries solves these problems.  

As your work progresses, I urge everyone to keep in mind our shared goal of preserving 

Hawaii’s natural environment, which we depend upon to sustain our economy and our way of 

life. Hawaii has long been a leader in taking bold steps and setting an example that other states 

and countries can follow.  I hope that the members of this group embrace this opportunity to 

lead. It is often said that Hawaii, as an Island state, is more attuned to practicing sustainability, 

but in the area of solid waste management this is clearly not the case. I hope that the work that 

comes out of this group will be a step towards changing that. 

To the members of the group who have opposed legislation in the past to reduce restaurant 

waste, plastic bags, Styrofoam, single-use food service containers, etc., I hope that you will view 

this as an opportunity to craft reasonable legislation that can be applied consistently statewide, 

instead of the piecemeal county-by-county laws that will inevitably follow if the state fails to 

take action. In my view, these changes are coming either way, and this is the opportunity to be 

a part of shaping how they are implemented. 

As the work on this moves forward, I also urge the group to be mindful of global impacts, 

climate change, and carbon emissions. Simply exporting our waste problems somewhere else is 

not a real solution. Similarly, saying that the plastics that come from elsewhere but end up in 

Hawaii are not our problem does not make us good global citizens. 

Finally, I want to finish by saying that I believe that solving this problem is absolutely achievable 

and will be a win-win for all. We survived without plastic for all but the last 80 or so years of 

human existence, and I’m positive that we can find a way to reduce the amount that we use 

now with zero negative impacts.  

Again, mahalo for your willingness to work on this, and I look forward to hearing the results. 

Rep. Nicole Lowen 


