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DRAFT 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Windward Subarea Health Planning Council (WISAC) 

May 20, 2026, | 1:300 PM Hawaii Time 
Virtually via Zoom and Physical Meeting Location at 

The Keoni Ana Building, 1177 Alakea Street, Suite 402 
 
MEMBERS: Cherie Chu, Carol Marx, Hayley Cheyney Kane, Ella Siroskey, Dr. Miriam Chang 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
GUESTS: None 

SHPDA: John Lewin, Terry Visperas, Jonas Yee, Jason Espero 
 

ATTENDANCE RECORD OF APPOINTED MEMBERS 
Date 2/23/2026 5/20/2026      

Cherie Chu, X X      

Carol Marx X X      

Hayley Cheyney Kane X X      

Ella Siroskey X X      

Dr. Miriam Chang X X      
Legend: X=Present; O=Absent; /=No Meeting, *-Chair, **-Vice Chair 
 

Meeting Recording:  
https://www.zoomgov.com/rec/share/4gVNrvkoeh199uey6mJgAN7exBM1XwmjQHCvVxrkC8zZ6lOeW48gS5c-oRd6YPZB.RAY4q2VVCsPUUjSV  
Passcode: Lv8.ZXN9 

http://www.shpda.org/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.zoomgov.com/rec/share/4gVNrvkoeh199uey6mJgAN7exBM1XwmjQHCvVxrkC8zZ6lOeW48gS5c-oRd6YPZB.RAY4q2VVCsPUUjSV__;!!LIYSdFfckKA!0wnOMY7jjsXbOcYhC2nTLtd0Etdsg49F0Hwh9JgV8HeZ1PwTtPwYPi_dmtBTfXt3am9dbVb85c61xNRG2-wMMLxBSi5gJg$
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TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION 
Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 1:34 p.m. by Terry Visperas, SHPDA 

 
 

  
 

Public testimony – No one in the public room or online 
 

 

Roll Call/Member 
Introductions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review and Approval of 
March 6, 2026 
 
 
 
SHPDA Updates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherie Chu: Associate Professor, UH Hilo College of Pharmacy 
 

Carol Marx: City & County of Honolulu, Dept. of Community Services 
 
Hayley Cheyney Kane:  Oculoplastic Center / Queens; former Waimānalo Health Center   
 

Ella Siroskey:  Hauʻula Community Center, Kupuna Navigator 
 
Dr. Miriam Chang:  Retired physician, Hauʻula Community Association 
 

Motion to Approve: Cherie Chu 
Second: Ella Siroskey 
Vote: Unanimous Approval 
Minutes approved with no changes 
 
Dr. Lewin provided a comprehensive update on the recent legislative session, noting 
SHPDA tracked 130 bills, with 30 passing. Key highlights: 
 
Major Bills Passed 

• Colorectal Cancer Screening Access Mandates coverage for individuals lacking 
access. 

• Continuous Glucose Monitor (CGM) Coverage Requires insurers to cover 
CGMs for insulin-dependent diabetics. Dr. Lewin shared a personal story of a 
staff member who died after being denied a CGM twice. 

• Statewide Hearing Loss & Deafness Assessment Inspired by council member 
Tori Coravajo’s personal experience with sudden deafness. Will identify gaps in 
services for keiki, adults, and kupuna. 

• Kupuna Aloha Program Funding Supports at-risk Medicare beneficiaries lacking 
Medicaid or home health access. Includes both rural and urban funding streams. 
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• Psychologist Prescriptive Authority Pilot Highly regulated; requires master’s in 
pharmacology, physician supervision, and 3-year training. 

• Medical Debt Relief for Low-Income Families Addresses rising medical 
bankruptcy rates. 

Federal Grants Overview, Dr. Lewin, presented two major federal initiatives: 
A. AHEAD Grant (All-Payer Health Equity Approaches & Development) 

• $12M planning grant for statewide transition to value-based care 
• Requires doubling or tripling primary care investment 
• Could bring $200M/year in incentives to Hawaii providers 
• Implementation begins 2028 
• SHPDA Advisory Councils designated as consumer feedback mechanism 

for federal oversight 
B. Rural Health Transformation Program 
A $50B national program; Hawaii receives $189M per year for 5 years. 
SHPDA’s Allocation 

• $70M/year administered by SHPDA 
• Focus areas include: 

o Electronic health record upgrades 
o Interoperability 
o Quality-of-care networks 
o Social needs infrastructure 
o Dual-eligible (Medicare/Medicaid) care improvements 

Other State Allocations 
• $50M – University of Hawaii (training programs) 
• $35–40M – Department of Health (EMS modernization, innovative care models) 
• Pili Ola Telehealth Backbone – Statewide telemedicine infrastructure 

Rural Value-Based Initiative 
• $25M/year to help rural providers prepare for value-based care 
• Funds can support: 

o Care coordinators 
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Council Discussion & 
Community Concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Population health staff 
o Prevention programs 

• Cannot be used for: 
o Provider salaries 
o Construction 

Urgent Timeline 
• All Year 1 funds must be encumbered by September 30. 
 
A. Hearing Loss Legislation 

• Terry asked Dr. Lewin to elaborate on Tori Abe Carapelho advocacy journey. 
• Dr. Lewin described her sudden deafness, eventual cochlear implant, and 

creation of the nonprofit Hear for Health. 
B. CGM Access Issues 

• Ella shared concerns about mainland insurers denying CGMs to non–insulin-
dependent diabetics with severe complications. 

• Dr. Lewin emphasized Hawaii’s new mandate and the need for broader 
national reform. 

C. Assisted Living Access for Under-60 Disabled Adults 
• Ella raised concerns about clients under 60 being denied assisted living 

placement. 
• Dr. Lewin recommended referral to Department of Human Services for 

clarification. 
D. Housing & Social Determinants of Health 

Recurring themes across multiple speakers: 
• Housing instability directly impacts health outcomes. 
• Concerns raised about: 

o Lack of affordable housing 
o High cost of living 
o Barriers for healthcare workers 
o Need for respite housing 
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Future Meeting Schedule 
and Recommendations for 
Presentations 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 

o Developer accountability 
• Dr. Lewin acknowledged housing as a top statewide crisis, though grant 

funds cannot be used for construction. 
E. Healthcare Access & Workforce 

• Cherie emphasized expanding pharmacy-led medication management and 
outreach services. 

• Dr. Lewin confirmed rural health centers (including Waimānalo) will receive 
significant funding. 

F. Extended Clinic Hours & Mobile Clinics 
• Carol raised concerns about limited clinic hours and dental access. 
• Dr. Lewin confirmed extended hours can be funded under the grant. 

 
Public Testimony – None 
 

Next Meeting Dates Terry proposed bi-monthly meetings on Wednesdays: 
• July 15 
• September 16 
• November 18 

Calendar invites to be sent. 
 

Leadership Roles Needed 

For next meeting, volunteers/nominations requested for: 
• Chair 
• Vice Chair 
• SHPDA Statewide Council Representative (SAC) 
• PDC Representative 

 

Bylaws will be circulated for review. 
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Recruitment for New Members 
Members encouraged to recommend community leaders interested in serving on the 
Windward AHPC. 
 

Public testimony – none. 
 
 

Next Meeting 
 

July 15, 2026 
 
Doodle poll will be sent out to confirm. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:32 PM. 
 
 

 



 



  

https://www.civilbeat.org/2026/05/legislative-session-ended-strong-for-kupuna-related-bills/  

https://www.civilbeat.org/2026/05/legislative-session-ended-strong-for-kupuna-related-bills/
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BYLAWS 011 'l'BB 

WINDWARD SUBAREA DEALT(! PLANNING COUNCD., 

UTICLI I 

NAME MP BQUNDARIE$ 

Section 1. t11mo. The name of this Council shall ba the 
Windward Su.barea Health Planning council, hereinafter referred to 
as Council or Windward SAC. 

Section 2. Boundari•I• Windward SAC'• area 1• t>ounded on the 
north and east by the ■ea, and on the south and west by the Koolau 
mountain range. The area cover• cenaua tract■ 101 through lll. • 

UTICLB II 

PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS 

section 1. Purpose. The purpose of the councir i• to ensure 
public participation in health planning and to provide a permanent 
vehicle for conswaar and provider input into th• State of Hawaii's 
health planning proceas, so that the total health planning program 
of tha State will be based on informed daciaion-making. 

section 2. Fun;tion■.

a. The function• of the Council are specified in Chapter
323D-22 of the Hawaii Revised Statute•. The functions 
shall be amended automatically to conform with any 
amandments and/or new laws passed by the State 
Legialatue. 

b. In the furtherance of its purpo•e, the Council shall:
. .. 

(1) Act.ively seek input fro11 the comnunity on healttl
probleu and concern•.

(2) 

....,�...........,,..� 

(3) 

(4) 

Plan for and rec0J111end to the state Health Planning
and Development Agency, health service needs
jge�tif_i� by Wind�.a.rd-SAC residents. -• -- - �

Provide input to the Health services and Faciliti••
Plan for the state or Hawaii based on objective
analy•i• and study of lon9-rang• health probl-.o ln
th• QQIIIUOi�y.

Intorm the-community of the activities and policies
ot the council.

.._..-



4) J 

(5) Identity health service provider and consumer
aganciea, organizations and individuals in
Windward SAC'• area anc:t otter linkag•• between these
parties and health policy makers.

AR'l'ZCL■ XI% 

KEMIEB$6IE 

Saetion 1. Hemberahip in th• council shall be broadly 
repreaentativa of the geographical ar•a covered by the council, 
including, but not limited to, a mixture of conaumara, providers, 
age, sex, and ethnic backgrounds. 

Section 2. The Appointed mambex:1 of the Subarea Healtt\ 
Planning council shall be appointed by the Governor, subject to 
Section 26-34. Nominations for appointaent shall be solicit:.ed from
health-ral•ted ana other interested· or9anizations, .and aganoiaa, 
including h6alth planning councils, provider• of health care within 
tha ai,propria�o sauharea, and oth•r intere�t;•d p•�•gna, 'l'he mem.nera 
of the subarea health planning council shall not be compen•ated tor 
their services but shall be reimbursed tor reasonable expenses 
necessary to the performance ot their function. [Hawaii Revised
statutes (Chapter 323D-2J)] 

a. The number of membar■ nacoaaary to con•titute 4 qugcum
to do business shall consist of a majority Qf all
appointed members who have accepted nomination to the
Council, and hava been confirmed and qualified as members

ot the council. When a quorwn la in attendance, tha
�oncurrance of A majority ot the mellber1 in attendance
shall malt• any action ot the Council valid. Hawaii
Revised Statute• [(Chapter J23D•22(b)]

('I 

b. The chairperaon of the subarea health planning council
shall not be oployad by or married to a health care
provider.

section 3. Int•ria. 1gpointed member• are appointed by the 
Governor and function as appointed members. confirmation by the 
Senate is done in the subsequent legislative session. 

Section 4. A11ociat1{ Inter11ted fersons. �-l•tJ'Y. conawaer_ or 
�healtlf satvice '·provider or-aqency� organization or individuals, 

located in the Windward area may beco•• an Associate member of the 
council by registering with th• Agency atatf assigned to th• SAC. 

Aasociate/Interastad Persons •hall be entitled to receive 
meeting noticea, minutes of the meetings which they attend, have 
acce•a to important Council publication• and participate in Council 
meetings. 
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.physician) in that the individual'• primary currant 
activity is the pravision.c,t health care to individuals 
or the ad.ministration ot facilities or institutions 
(inc\uding hospital•, lon9-tara care facilities, 
rehabilitation facilitlaa, alcohol and drug abuse 
treataent facilitiea, outpatient facilities, and health 
maintenance organizations) in which aueh care ia provided 
and, when required by State law, the individual ha• 
racaived professional training in the provi•ion of such 
care or in such adminiatration and is licenaed or 
cartitied for such provision or administration. 

' 
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