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Meeting Minutes 
November 16, 2023   |  1:30 PM Hawaii Time 

Virtually via Zoom and Physical Meeting Location at 
The Keoni Ana Building, 1177 Alakea Street, Suite 402 

 
MEMBERS: Mark Alexander, Rick Bruno, Jenn Diesman, Victoria Fan, Beth Geisting, John McComas, Lawrence Nitz, Gary 

Okamoto, Michael Robinson, Linda Rosen, Melvin Sakurai, Marilyn Seeley, Rae Seitz, Nadine Tenn Salle, Paul 
Roeder 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jonathan Ching, Sheri Daniels, Malia Tallett,  
GUESTS: Alexis Shaner 

SHPDA: John Lewin, Wendy Nihoa 
 

ATTENDANCE RECORD OF MEMBERS 

Date 11/16/23 TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Mark Alexander X          

Rick Bruno X          

Jonathan Ching O          

Sheri Daniels O          

Jenn Diesman X          

Victoria Fan X          

Beth Geisting X          

John McComas X          

Lawrence Nitz X          

Gary Okamoto X          

Michael Robinson X          

Linda Rosen X          

Melvin Sakurai X          

Marilyn  Seeley X          

Rae Seitz X          

Malia Tallett O          

Nadine Tenn Salle X          

Paul Roeder* X          
Legend: X=Present; O=Absent; /=No Meeting  | *-Chair, **-Vice Chair 
  

http://www.shpda.org/
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TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION 
Call to Order A quorum was established. The meeting was called to order at 1:31 p.m. by P. Roeder 

Chairperson, Universal Access Advisory Council presiding.  
 

 

Roll Call Member roll call.   
 

 

Welcome P. Roeder welcomed members.  Followed by member and staff introductions.  
 

 

The State Health 
Planning and 
Development Agency 

W. Nihoa, Comprehensive Health Planning Coordinator, State Health Planning and 
Development Agency (SHPDA) provided a presentation on the SHPDA’s organizational 
structure and an overview of rules governing the Data Advisory Council meetings. An 
abbreviated version of the presentation is hereby attached to these minutes as Attachment A.  
 

 

Hawaii the Health 
State 2025 

J. Lewin, Administrator, SHPDA provided an overview of SHPDA’s history; purpose; plans for 
moving forward; and the importance of the Universal Access Advisory Council in SHPDA’s 
initiatives.  “Hawaii the Health State 2025” paper a compilation of numerous consumer and 
healthcare provide meetings was referenced.  A copy of this document is hereby attached to 
these minutes as Attachment B. The SHPDA intends to propose a Task Force at the upcoming 
2024 Legislative Session. The Task Force will comprise of a diverse group of health care 
consumers and providers plus ex-officio government agency representatives. The purpose of 
the Task Force will be to advise the SHPDA on actionable priorities aimed at achieving 
universal access and equity to affordable quality health care. J. Lewin stressed the necessity of 
this Council to inform the Task Force on issues and priorities related to universal access.   
 

SHPDA, in partnership with Hawaii’s MedQUEST, will be applying to the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS)- States Advancing All-Payer Health Equity Approaches and 
Development (AHEAD) Model Grant. The Grant will bring resources and millions of dollars to 
the state and help to further its healthcare goals of achieving universal access, equity, improved 
outcomes and affordability. This link to the CMS AHEAD grant was shared in the chat 
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/ahead  
 

A discussion followed. 
 

Call for public testimony – none.  
 

 

Universal Access 
Advisory Council 

P. Roeder summarized the Council’s goals and objectives: 1) The AHEAD Grant and 2) 
Utilizing data to identify healthcare needs and opportunities to reduce healthcare costs.  
 

Prior to the next meeting, a survey will be disseminated to members.  The purpose of the 

 

https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/ahead
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survey is to capture the expertise of members and identify some of the key concerns (relating to 
universal access).  It will also be utilized to determine future agenda items and meetings. 
Responses will be aggregated and shared. 
 

Membership.  P. Roeder mentioned inclusiveness and requested members to assess the 
current membership/expertise and determine if there are others that should be invited to be part 
of the council.   
 

A discussion followed.  Members expressed the need to get a sense of data and information to 
identify individuals/groups not connected to the healthcare system; the importance of identifying 
the healthcare system gaps and opportunities; guest speakers for future meetings; and how 
insurance coverage does not guarantee access to health care.  
 

Call for public testimony – none.  
 

Meeting Logistics P. Roeder suggested monthly meetings or more frequent if necessary.  
 

 

Announcements None. 
  

 

Next Meeting December 20, 2023, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (via Zoom).  
 

Agenda items: Survey results, AHEAD Grant.  
 

 

Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
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