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HONOLULU — The Hawai‘i Department of Health (DOH) is issuing immunization
recommendations for the 2025—-2026 respiratory virus season, as part of the West Coast Health
Alliance (WCHA). The recommendations provide evidence-based guidance for protecting
against COVID-19, influenza and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV).

“Vaccines remain our best protection against serious illness from respiratory viruses,” said DOH
Director Dr. Kenneth S. Fink. “Seasonal immunization also is a critical public health tool to
reduce community transmission and strain on the health care system.

These recommendations were developed collaboratively with trusted partners. They are
informed by the most current guidance from national medical organizations and are grounded in
strong scientific consensus.”



The guidance highlights groups at highest risk for complications, including young children, older
adults, people who are pregnant and individuals living in congregate settings. However,
vaccination is recommended for anyone who desires protection.

DOH strongly encourages health insurers to continue coverage of these life-saving
immunizations at no cost to patients and commends insurers who already provide this
protection.

Detailed recommendations, including dosage charts and clinical guidance, are available on
DOH'’s Respiratory Virus, COVID-19 and Immunization Branch websites.

WCHA IMMUNIZATION RECOMMENDATIONS

Age/Condition COVID-19 Influenza

Children « All 6-23 months « All 6 months and older - All younger than 8 months?

- All 2-18 years with risk factors - All 8-19 months with risk factors
! @ or never vaccinated against
COVID-19

« Allwho are in close contact with
others with risk factors'

« All who choose protection'

Pregnancy - All who are planning pregnancy, - All who are planning pregnancy, - 32-36 weeks gestational age?
pregnant, postpartum or pregnant, postpartum or
lactating lactating
« All 65 years and older « All « All 75 years and older
- All younger than 65 years with - All 50-74 years with risk factors

risk factors

- All who are in close contact with
others with risk factors

- All who choose protection

1. COVID-19 vaccine is available for persons 6 months and older.
2. Protect infants with either prenatal RSV vaccine or infant dose of nirsevimab or clesrovimab.

HHH

Media Contact:

Adam LeFebvre

Information Specialist

Hawai‘i State Department of Health
Phone: 808-586-4439

Email: adam.lefebvre@doh.hawaii.gov



https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/disease-types/respiratory-viruses/
https://health.hawaii.gov/coronavirusdisease2019/
https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/about-us/immunization-branch/

