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Hawaii Department of Health approves two medical marijuana
dispensaries to acquire and grow marijuana for medical purposes
Maui Grown Therapies and Aloha Green Holdings, Inc.
are first to receive approvals for cultivation
HONOLULU – Two medical marijuana dispensaries are the first to receive approvals to acquire
and grow marijuana for medical products in Hawaii. The Hawaii State Department of Health
(DOH) Medical Marijuana Dispensary Licensing Program today issued Notices to Proceed to
Acquire and Cultivate Marijuana to Maui Wellness Group, dba Maui Grown Therapies for a
production site on Maui, and Aloha Green Holdings, Inc. for a production site on Oahu.
“Our staff has been working diligently to schedule and conduct inspections on multiple islands
while completing training and testing of the seed-to-sale tracking system which is critical to all
dispensary processes and required by law,” said Keith R. Ridley, chief of the Office of Health
Care Assurance. “Today’s milestone is a major step forward, and the state and dispensaries
have worked very hard to get to this point. There’s still much more work ahead as we take all
the necessary steps to ensure safe products for Hawaii patients.”
Today’s Notices to Proceed issued by DOH authorize licensed medical marijuana dispensaries
to acquire and grow marijuana seeds, clones and plants, for the purpose of providing marijuana
and marijuana products to patients registered with the department’s Medical Marijuana Patient
Registry Program.
The Medical Marijuana Dispensary Licensing Program coordinates on-site inspection schedules
with dispensaries based on the dispensaries’ business timeframes. The program conducted
inspections of three dispensary production centers in January. All dispensary licensees must
meet statutory and regulatory requirements that include building a secure, enclosed indoor
facility and inspection by and authorization from the Narcotics Enforcement Division of the
Hawaii State Department of Public Safety.
Another critical component of the medical marijuana cultivation process is the operation of the
state’s seed-to-sale computer tracking system. DOH completed a contract with BioTrack THC
last November which provides the department with 24-hour, seven days per week access to
near real-time data of marijuana seed, plant and product inventory, sales, waste disposal, and

other information required of dispensary licensees. All dispensaries are required by law to
integrate their own product tracking system with the state’s computer system.
“The next stage of the dispensary program will include the inspection and approval of retail
dispensary locations,” said Ridley. “The department will also be working to interface the state’s
seed-to-sale computer tracking system with the existing patient registry system and review and
certify laboratories to conduct product testing.”
There are more than 15,000 medical marijuana patients registered with DOH and dispensaries
will be required to verify the identities of registered patients and caregivers before they enter a
retail dispensing location. The state’s computer tracking system will trace the amounts of
products registered patients and caregivers purchase through an interface with the patient
registry system that is currently in development.
Other dispensaries on Oahu, Maui and Kauai have contacted DOH and requested inspections
of their production centers for this month. Dispensaries on the island of Hawaii are expected to
be ready for inspections later this year.
DOH’s State Laboratories Division is reviewing applications from private laboratories for state
certification, and working with applicants to meet all requirements for safety and accuracy.
Dispensaries will be required to meet laboratory testing standards to ensure their products meet
safety guidelines. Laboratories are encouraged to submit their applications and forms are
available at http://health.hawaii.gov/statelab/.
A total of eight medical marijuana dispensary licenses were issued in April 2016. Three
dispensary licenses for the City and County of Honolulu were issued to Aloha Green Holdings,
Inc.; Manoa Botanicals, LLC; and TCG Retro Market 1, LLC dba Cure Oahu. Two licenses for
the County of Hawaii were issued to Hawaiian Ethos, LLC and Lau Ola, LLC. Two licenses the
County of Maui were issued to Maui Wellness Group, LLC and Pono Life Sciences Maui, LLC.
One license for the County of Kauai was issued to Green Aloha, Ltd.
Each dispensary licensee is allowed to operate two production centers and two retail sites for a
total of 16 production centers and 16 retail dispensary locations statewide. Each production
center can grow up to 3,000 marijuana plants.
For more information on the Medial Marijuana Dispensary Program go to
http://health.hawaii.gov/medicalmarijuanadispensary/
###

