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Department of Health cites Island Recycling, Inc. for water pollution
violations at Kapolei and Dillingham facilities
HONOLULU – The Hawaii State Department of Health (DOH) has issued a Notice of Violation
and Order against Island Recycling, Inc. at both its Kapolei and Dillingham facilities located at
91-140 Kaomi Loop in Kapolei and 1803 Dillingham Blvd. in Honolulu, respectively. The
company has been cited for failing to comply with Hawaii’s National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit for industrial storm water discharges. DOH has ordered
Island Recycling to pay a penalty of $25,400, clean the affected drainage ditch on its property in
Kapolei, and take corrective actions at both its Kapolei and Dillingham facilities to prevent the
facilities’ from discharging polluted storm water to nearby storm drains and state waters. The
company may contest the order and request a hearing within 20 days.

Island Recycling has NPDES permit coverage for both its Kapolei and Dillingham facilities under
Hawaii’s General Permit authorizing discharges of industrial storm water. However, during
inspections performed in June 2014 and subsequent file reviews, DOH found the facilities were
not implementing controls to properly prevent polluted storm water discharges. The company
had also placed discarded materials and equipment in a drainage ditch that is recognized as a
state water body and protected by state and federal regulations. In addition to inadequate storm
water controls at the facilities, Island Recycling also failed to submit Discharge Monitoring
Reports required by the NPDES General Permit that are vital to determining the safety and
quality of the facilities’ storm water discharges.

The Clean Water Act prohibits discharging pollutants through a point source into state waters
unless it is allowed by an NPDES permit. The permit contains limits on what can be safely
discharged, monitoring and reporting requirements, and other provisions to ensure that the

discharge does not hurt water quality or people's health. The permit translates general
requirements of the Clean Water Act into specific provisions tailored to the operations of
facilities discharging pollutants. For information on the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System go to www.epa.gov/npdes/npdes-permit-basics.

The DOH Clean Water Branch regulates, permits, and inspects a variety of industrial facilities
ranging from construction sites to landfills and recycling facilities to ensure that these facilities
do not pollute Hawaii’s waters especially during rainfall and storm conditions. The Clean Water
Branch protects and promotes the health of Hawaii’s residents, visitors, and environment
through regulation of high-risk water pollution sources, and education of industrial sectors and
the general public. More information about the DOH Clean Water Branch and access to water
quality data and files for NPDES permitted facilities is available at http://health.hawaii.gov/cwb/.
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