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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CONDUCTS DOOR-TO-DOOR SURVEY TO ASSESS 
COMMUNITIES FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

HONOLULU – Hawaii State Department of Health (DOH) workers and Medical Reserve Corps 

volunteers will be canvassing neighborhoods in McCully-Moiliili, Makiki-Lower Punchbowl, and 

Ala Moana-Kakaako on Saturday, Sept. 24, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon to conduct a 

Community Health Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER). 

Participation in the door-to-door survey is confidential and voluntary.    

Household in these areas can expect to see teams of two volunteers wearing DOH identification 

badges and carrying clip boards. The purpose of this survey, or CASPER, is to gain a clearer 

picture of possible public health needs in case of an emergency or disaster. The survey includes 

general questions about household size, makeup and existing emergency preparations. The 

information gathered will help DOH and state and county partners better understand how 

Honolulu communities prepare for public health emergencies to then better shape response and 

recovery plans. 

The pilot project was presented at a McCully/Moiliili neighborhood board and other meetings in 

the past months to encourage participation and collaboration. Project results will be shared with 

the respective area neighborhood boards and state and county emergency management 

agency partners. For more information, contact the Public Health Preparedness Branch at (808) 

587-6569. 

The Department of Health’s Public Health Preparedness Branch is funded by a Hospital 

Preparedness Program – Public Health Emergency Preparedness cooperative agreement with 

the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Through the grant, the branch works to 



prepare for, respond to, and assist in recovery from natural and human-caused public health 

emergencies and threats. 

The Hawaii Medical Reserve Corps has local volunteer members throughout the state and is 

housed within the Public Health Preparedness Branch. Volunteers are asked to attend quarterly 

meetings, participate in disaster preparedness exercises, and assist with non-emergency 

community health activities, such as the Stop Flu at School program, vision screening clinics, 

and community health fairs. 
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