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Medical cannabis may also be used to treat or help alleviate symptoms of severe nausea which is 
often experienced during opioid withdrawal. There is no prohibition on the use of medical 
cannabis in conjunction with opioids to treat any of the debilitating medical conditions 
recognized in Hawaii. 

Based on extensive review and careful consideration of the available evidence, DOH has 
determined there is insufficient evidence to support the use of medical cannabis for OUD. DOH 
cannot support adding OUD as a qualifying condition for medical cannabis use in Hawaii. Thus, 
the petition is denied. Should more evidence become available in the future showing the efficacy 
and safety of cannabis in the treatment of OUD, we would be willing to re-evaluate OUD as a 
potential qualifying condition. 

Sincerely, 

��
Bruce S. Anderson, Ph.D. 
Director of Health 




