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Aloha Task Force Members,
 
Thank you for your many hours of research and deliberations.  However, I respectfully
disagree with the direction your Task Force appears to be headed in when we convene the
2023 Legislative Session, and that is you will be recommending the outright legalization of
recreational marijuana.  The attached article by Bobby Cavaco of SHOPO and me lists
almost a dozen considerations why you're headed in the wrong direction.
 
If you've read our article or some of the sources of our data, you will see that the marijuana
black market is the elephant in the room of your analysis and the market realities in
Hawaii.  If California or Colorado are any examples of your research, the Black Market is a
wild card you must address for any legislation for Hawaii.  Even here, the illicitly grown has
become the "market of choice" contrary to what we legislators were told when we passed the
Marijuana Dispensaries law.  The data says even our medical marijuana card holders are
using the black market. 
 
Again, please read our Star Advertiser article and explain or refute its premise that the
social costs of legalizing recreational marijuana are greater than any tax revenues will
generate, and please don't just hide the data behind a "social equity" label.  If anything,
marijuana is already available just about everywhere in Hawaii, so when legalized will have
little or no effect on its consumption.  If you want just to clean the prison records and the
incarcerated, that's an entirely different matter than legalizing it and using judiciary
concerns as a tacked on concern.  
 
Please put this testimony in your records in opposition to your trajectory or strategy you
will be using in the 2023 Legislative Session.
 

Respectfully,

 

 
Rep. Gene Ward
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Aloha Task Force Members, 
 
Thank you for your many hours of research and deliberations.  However, I respectfully disagree with the direction 
your Task Force appears to be headed in when we convene the 2023 Legislative Session, and that is you will be 
recommending the outright legalization of recreational marijuana.  The attached article by Bobby Cavaco of 
SHOPO and me lists almost a dozen considerations why you're headed in the wrong direction. 
 
If you've read our article or some of the sources of our data, you will see that the marijuana black market is the 
elephant in the room of your analysis and the market realities in Hawaii.  If California or Colorado are any 
examples of your research, the Black Market is a wild card you must address for any legislation for Hawaii.  Even 
here, the illicitly grown has become the "market of choice" contrary to what we legislators were told when we 
passed the Marijuana Dispensaries law.  The data says even our medical marijuana card holders are using the 
black market.  
 
Again, please read our Star Advertiser article below and explain or refute its premise that the social costs of 
legalizing recreational marijuana are greater than any tax revenues will generate, and please don't just hide the 
data behind a "social equity" label.  If anything, marijuana is already available just about everywhere in Hawaii, 
so when legalized will have little or no effect on its consumption.  If you want just to clean the prison records and 
the incarcerated, that's an entirely different matter than legalizing it and using judiciary concerns as a tacked on 
concern.   
 
Please put this testimony in your records in opposition to your trajectory or strategy you will be using in the 2023 
Legislative Session. 
 

 

Respectfully, 

  

 
Rep. Gene Ward 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PREMIERING 7:30PM ET: Ben Cort: The Truth About the Marijuana 
Industry and the Terrifying Effects of High-Potency THC 
 
https://www.theepochtimes.com/ben-cort-the-truth-about-the-marijuana-industry-and-the-terrifying-effects-of-high-
potency-thc 4878149.html?utm source=NS ATLNewsletter&src src=NS ATLNewsletter&utm campaign=2022-11-
22&src cmp=2022-11-
22&utm medium=email&est=PbzrnKkdyToCqs3f3ZZj0oCXdpGxatDxVnvzQwXuQuphHe4ke567JDx2UwtRkeQyWK
5q 

“10 years ago…the idea of physical addiction to cannabis was absolutely laughable. That people would 
be having psychotic episodes, and then psychotic breaks, just from THC? It was unfathomable.” 
 
Ben Cort is the CEO of the Foundry Treatment Center and author of “Weed, Inc.: The Truth About the 
Pot Lobby, THC, and the Commercial Marijuana Industry.” 
 
“If one pictures their body as the cannabis plant, originally THC was about the size of our big toe,” says 
Cort. “By the mid 2000s [it] was about up to our knee, and now we have THC-available products that are 
passed our eyes.” 
 
Cort is now fighting back against a multi-billion dollar industry that he says turned a once natural, 
relatively harmless plant, into a highly addictive, psychosis-inducing narcotic. 
 
“There are pesticides that we find regularly inside of cannabis plants that are not safe for topical animal 
use, and this is being inhaled by human beings,” says Cort. 
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I am concerned about the oversight and quality of the product if it is not made in medical facility. 



Testimony  
Of Jordan Hollister on the issue of Cannabis Sativa in Hawaii  

 I would like to address item II on the agenda regarding the Task Force Social Equity 
Recommendations.  In my opinion the medical legalization here in Hawaii was anything but 
equal.  With only a dozen licenses for dispensaries released in the State and pre-requisites of 
having $1M in the bank, that excludes like 95% of the population.  On a National level 90% of 
Cannabis industry Executives are White, and the larger companies have been swallowing the 
small.  I agree with Teri Gorman that Hawaii’s situation is unique.  40% of convicted felons are 
Native Hawaiians despite comprising only 20% of the population, many due to cannabis laws.   I 
also think it would be great to have a Network of Native Hawaiian entities and organizations, 
perhaps it could put more houses on Hawaiian Home Lands and put people in those houses and 
off the list.  I had the privilege of managing a dispensary in Fairbanks Alaska in the beginning of 
the legalization recreationally and thought the way the State handled it was great, secure, 
brought in a lot of money, more tourists, more jobs, crime reduction.  I think the Native people 
of Hawaii should have a chance to take advantage of the opportunity, at the least for a period 
to be fair.  If done right, it could help many lives and put Hawaiian people back on Hawaiian 
Land, the last bit of land meant for the people and not the malls.  Although I get it, DHHL needs 
to make money to help the people.  This might give the people a chance to help themselves.   





 

 

Akamai Cannabis Consulting 
3615 Harding Ave, Suite 304 

Honolulu, HI  96816 
 

DUAL USE OF CANNABIS TASK FORCE 

MEETING 11: November 28, 2022 

FINAL MEETING 

 

TESTIMONY ON AGENDA ITEM III 

Clifton Otto, MD 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on the following agenda item: 

 

III. Discussion and Decision-Making on Additional Recommendations: 

 

The White House has finally admitted that federal Schedule I is a failed approach to 

marijuana. 

 

And our Legislature has unanimously expressed its will to resolve the current situation 

with federal Schedule I. 

 

It’s time for the State to act. 

 

Please vote to add the following recommendation by task force member Teri Gorman to 

the Dual Use of Cannabis Task Force Final Report: 

 

“The State should take action to stop federal Schedule I from being applied to 

Hawaii’s medical cannabis patients, certifying medical professionals, and 

licensees.” 

 

This task force needs to send a clear message to the incoming administration that this 

issue must be addressed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aloha. 
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Aloha!

I support the Agenda item 111 recommendation by Teri Gorman:

" Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to stop Federal Schedule 1 classification
of cannabis from being applied to Hawaii's registered medical cannabis patients, certifying
medical professionals and state licensees."

Respectfully,
Greg
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I support the following Agenda item III recommendation by Teri Gorman:

 

“Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to stop Federal Schedule 1
classification of cannabis from being applied to Hawaii’s registered medical cannabis
patients, certifying medical professionals and state licensees.”

 

Please vote to add this recommendation to the task force final report.  Now that the
White House has admitted that federal Schedule I is a failed approach to marijuana,
there is no reason why the State should wait any longer to resolve this issue.

Thank you,
Kiana 
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Yes, I support rec. pot
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I support the following Agenda item III recommendation by Teri Gorman:

 

“Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to stop Federal Schedule 1
classification of cannabis from being applied to Hawaii’s registered medical cannabis
patients, certifying medical professionals and state licensees.”

Without further agenda, and private and confidential,

Best regards,

Mote Reh
(Jaime Reh Aguirre de Carcer)
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I support the following Agenda item III recommendation by Teri Gorman:

 

“Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to stop Federal Schedule 1
classification of cannabis from being applied to Hawaii’s registered medical cannabis
patients, certifying medical professionals and state licensees.”

 

Please vote to add this recommendation to the task force final report.  Now that the
White House has admitted that federal Schedule I is a failed approach to cannabis,
there is no reason why the State should wait any longer to resolve this issue.

Thank you.

Paul Noguchi
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I support the following Agenda item III recommendation by Teri Gorman:

 

“Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to stop Federal Schedule 1
classification of cannabis from being applied to Hawaii’s registered medical cannabis
patients, certifying medical professionals and state licensees.”

 

Please vote to add this recommendation to the task force final report.  Now that the
White House has admitted that federal Schedule I is a failed approach to marijuana,
there is no reason why the State should wait any longer to resolve this issue.
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Subject: Testimony

 

I support the following Agenda item III recommendation by Teri Gorman:

 

“Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to stop Federal Schedule 1
classification of cannabis from being applied to Hawaii’s registered medical cannabis
patients, certifying medical professionals and state licensees.”

 

Please vote to add this recommendation to the task force final report.  Now that the
White House has admitted that federal Schedule I is a failed approach to marijuana,
there is no reason why the State should wait any longer to resolve this issue.

I am also in favor of making cannabis recreational for adults over 21. It will be easier
to control sales, especially to minors. I’ll guaranty it’s easier for minors to get a bag of
illegal weed, than a beer. And the tax revenue won’t hurt. 
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I support the following Agenda item III recommendation by Teri Gorman:
 
“Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to stop Federal Schedule 1
classification of cannabis from being applied to Hawaii’s registered medical cannabis
patients, certifying medical professionals and state licensees.”
 
Please vote to add this recommendation to the task force final report.  Now that the
White House has admitted that federal Schedule I is a failed approach to marijuana,
there is no reason why the State should wait any longer to resolve this issue.

Sincerely,
Karl Malivuk
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I support the following Agenda item III
recommendation by Teri Gorman:
 

“Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to
stop Federal Schedule 1 classification of cannabis
from being applied to Hawaii’s registered medical
cannabis patients, certifying medical professionals
and state licensees.”
 

Please vote to add this recommendation to the task
force final report.  Now that the White House
has admitted that federal Schedule I is a failed
approach to marijuana, there is no reason why the
State should wait any longer to resolve this issue.

[Private and Confidential] 



From:
To:
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony
Date: Wednesday, November 23, 2022 12:35:43 PM

I support the following Agenda item III recommendation by Teri Gorman:

 

“Recommend the State of Hawaii take direct action to stop Federal Schedule 1
classification of cannabis from being applied to Hawaii’s registered medical cannabis
patients, certifying medical professionals and state licensees.”

 

Please vote to add this recommendation to the task force final report.  Now that the
White House has admitted that federal Schedule I is a failed approach to marijuana,
there is no reason why the State should wait any longer to resolve this issue.

Brendan Conboy

Makawao, HI
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