
Weed 
No book on Maui during this time period would be complete without a stony chapter. Yes 

kiddies, if your parents live on Maui back then they probably smoked weed, no matter what they tell 
you. I was a part of a group of people who figured out how to grow killer buds by trial and error 
experimentation. There was no cloning, grow lamps, hydroponics or medical marijuana back then. 
We were all under 30 years old learning how to grow from experience and sharing growing tips. No 
older growers existed to teach us. Many have followed in our footsteps and are growing today, but 
nothing compares to this OG golden age of discovery on Maui. 

The four tales in this chapter come from my years growing killer buds in Hana that became 
known as "Maui Wowie". All the tales and photos in this chapter are from before 1980 and 

describe the highs and lows of growing buds in Hana back in the day. There are many stories about 
the development of the pot that became known around the world as "Maui Wowie", most of it 
bullshit. I actually thought the name was stupid the first time I heard it, it sure didn't come from 
Hana. All these stories are true tales from my bud growing days in Hana with photos to back them 
up. I have lost track of most of the people in this chapter. The following tales happened a long time 
ago in a far out place, during a era that is long gone. 

"Maui Wowie" the Beginning" is the story of the fun days of growing buds in the Nahiku jungle. 
"The Pakalolo Poster Trip" shows the results of a stony idea to make Maui bud posters in 1977. 
"Uncle Joe's Ripoff' tells a tale of how the dark side took over growing buds for money in Hana. 
"Tomato Rotten" chronicles the mishaps of my last attempt to grow buds at my place in Hamoa. 

This chapter is about great friendships and deep betrayals as the forces of human nature 
changed the mellow, beautiful lifestyle of growing buds in Hana. Just to be clear, all the tales and 
photos in this chapter are for historical purposes only and are not meant to promote or condone 
illegal activity. Like alcohol, I don't advocate or object to people using pot responsibly. 
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