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TESTIMONY ON AGENDA ITEMS II, III, IV and V 

Clifton Otto, MD 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on the following agenda 

items: 

 

Agenda item II - Approval of Meeting Minutes for April 25, 2022: 

Please include in the member list a financial disclosure of all dispensary associations. 

A certifying physician and certifying APRN who are actively providing certifications as 

their primary healthcare activity are still lacking on this task force.  Please add these 

members before the next task force meeting. 

 

Agenda item III – Panel presentation on issues facing other states: 

Please have each presenter comment on how they dealt with the violation of federal 

drug law during their state’s transition to adult use. 

 

Agenda item IV – Formation of Working Groups: 

a – Tax: the federal conflict and the inability to use banks or deduct business expenses 

will create an unsustainable tax burden on any new adult use operation. 

b – Social Equity: there can be no social equity when groups that are already being 

disproportionately affected by the criminalization of cannabis must violate federal law to 

participate and risk further discrimination. 

c – Market Structure: there can be no legitimate market structure when businesses must 

violate federal law to participate. 

d – Medical Use: patients cannot be safe or receive proper care if they must violate 

federal law to participate in Hawaii’s Medical Cannabis Program. 

e – Public Health and Safety: criminal activity is only encouraged by failing to address 

the ongoing violation of federal law, which undermines public health and safety. 

 

Agenda item V – Additional issues to be addressed by the task force: 

The complexity of the conflict between the state authorized use of cannabis and the 

federal regulation of marijuana warrants a separate Federal Conflict Working Group, 

which can be conducted without having to deal with the topic of federal legalization. 

 

Aloha. 
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From: Jeremy Nickle < >
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 10:45 AM
To: DOH.OMCCR
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony dual use task force

Categories: Green Category

 
 
Having a closed door vote on who can get a medical  Marijuana or recreational  license, and not issuing anymore is 
wrong. It’s been many years the current stores are selling more than $10,000 a day in product, this money should be 
evenly spread out among whoever wants to get in the business, what We need most of all is fairness and free 
commerce. Issue license to anyone who wants to join this cash business. If they have been arrested before for marijuana 
they should have first dibs. Social justice… 
 
by the state privatizing this successful business model and hoarding the licenses to the select few seems to be unjust. 
With this task force in place I think they can enforce many licensees not just the 3 on Oahu.   
 
License need to be issued like a tobacco license any retailer could get one.   
 
 
Jeremy nickle  
Hawaiian holy smokes CEO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message 
contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you 
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have 
received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are 
notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is 
prohibited.  
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From: Kimberly Ratliff 
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 11:41 AM
To: DOH.OMCCR
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Medical Cannabis Testimony

Categories: Green Category

Aloha!  
 
I’m grateful to have my medical cannabis license for the past 4-5yrs for pain from my chronic tmj, anxiety and it helps 
control my menopause. I’m a mom of two teens and a business owner and there’s no way I’d be able to forge through 
my mom duties and progress my art business without the assistance of taking indica cannabis i infuse in coconut oil to 
take every night. It also helped me cope with a bout of depression during Covid lockdowns. 
 
My life is very active. When I take my oil at night I wake as if there was a recent button. I’m not groggy and I’m pain free 
and menopause symptoms free to get my long list of things done everyday.   
 
Mahalo  
Kim Ratliff 
--  
Mahalo’s, Kimberly Ratliff  
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From: Kahunaaloha 
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 12:08 PM
To: DOH.OMCCR
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony

Categories: Green Category

Aloha:  We need a pod café like Woody Harrelson opened up woods in Los Angeles and it’s a huge success people want 
to be able to socialize while they heal their mind body and soul the spiritual wellness and well-being of the population 
especially senior citizens like myself smoke a bowl and your whole day is good there goes by very easy you don’t even 
have to be angry at all what’s that worth.?  
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From: SUZANNE HUTCHINS 
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 1:59 PM
To: DOH.OMCCR
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Medical cannabis

Categories: Green Category

To whom it may concern, 
 
I have had a cannabis medical card for two years.  I have suggestions  
1.  It costs me $15 monthly to have this card, yearly application fee and annual doctor's fee. 
2.  When I visited California 2018 there was a huge variety of edibles offered when comparing to Hawaii. 
3.  The cost in California for cannabis edibles is far more AFFORDABLE . 
 
In conclusion, when compared with Hawaii's yearly medical card Fee, required yearly doctor visit and yearly application 
FEE in HAWAII the Cost for edibles is extravagantly expensive. 
 
It is my hope that the Hawiian decision makers will listen to suggestion from a cannabis patient. 
Much mahalo,  
Jimmi Suzanne Schierbrock-Hutchins 



 

 

 Testimony of Cure Oahu 
To the Dual Use Cannabis Task Force 

On Item IV – Discussion and formation of Permitted Interaction Groups (PIGs) 
May 23rd, 2002 

 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony and comments on the Task Force’s 

establishment of PIGs.  Cure Oahu is a vertically integrated licensed dispensary operating in the 

State of Hawaii since 2018.  We maintain and operate two retail locations in Kapahulu and 

Kapolei.  Our number one goal is to support our customers in their healing and be a resource 

for them. 

 

We see the establishment of PIGs as an integral part of the process of developing the 

roadmap for the future of cannabis use in the State of Hawaii.  We do however provide the 

following comments on the proposed makeup and issues related to the PIGs. 

 

 Under the proposed Public Health and Safety Working Group – the inclusion of 

products, packaging, standards, and quality assurance as issues for the PIG to review. 

 

 Discussion of the conflict with existing legal frameworks around banking, insurance, 

intrastate transportation, etc. 

 

As one of the eight licensed dispensaries in the State of Hawaii, we feel it appropriate and 

advantageous and would appreciate the opportunity to participate in any or all of the following 

PIGs; (1) Market Structure, (2) Public Health and Safety, and/or (3) Tax working groups. 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony. 


















