Kauai Preparedness CASPER 2017 Preliminary Report
A community assessment for public health emergency response (CASPER) was conducted on
Kauai in August to determine how prepared residents are for hurricanes and other disasters.
The survey instrument included questions that addressed a variety of concerns for local
emergency management and public health officials, including: health status, prescription
medication supplies, emergency supply kits, evacuation plans, emergency plans,
communication preferences, and knowledge of preparedness resources. Survey teams
consisted of representatives from the Department of Health, Kauai Emergency Management
Agency, American Red Cross, Kauai Medical Reserve Corps and Team Rubicon. Teams were sent
to selected clusters from August 1-4, 2017 and obtained a total of 186 completed surveys. The
data was entered and analyzed using Epi Info 7.
Response Rates:
•
•
•

Completion Rate = 89%
Cooperation Rate = 72%
Contact Rate = 49%

(represents how close we came to collecting the target 210 interviews)
(represents both the eligibility and the willingness of the community to participate)
(represents the proportion of households where contact was attempted and interview completed)

Household and demographic information:

*Languages spoken = Ilocano, Russian and no response

Q10. Have you or a member of your household ever been told by a healthcare professional that he/she has:

Q11. Do you or does any member of your household need:

Emergency and evacuation plans:

*38% of Kauai households have a 7-day supply of water; 17.2% of Kauai households have the recommended 14-day supply of water

*68% of Kauai households have a 7-day supply of non-perishable food; 31% of Kauai households have a 14-day supply of non-perishable food

*77% of households that have a household member who takes prescription medication has a 14-day supply

Communication methods:

Conducting a preparedness CASPER on Kauai allowed us to collect important data that can be
utilized to inform state and county response plans, especially related to hurricane evacuation
shelter operations. In addition, this was an excellent training exercise that enabled us to build a
list of DOH staff, partners and volunteers with the skills necessary to conduct a CASPER postdisaster in order to the determine the health and other resource needs of the community. Now
that a baseline preparedness level has been established, an annual CASPER will be conducted to
measure impact of preparedness efforts.

