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HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
MEETING # 139 Friday, September 19, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Hybrid Meeting at Red Conference Room, Uluakupu Building, located at 2385 Waimano Home Road, Pearl City, HI  96782 
and via Zoom
Attendees

Voting:	Kathleen Ho, Deputy Director of  Environmental Health; Chris Takeno, Dept. of Transportation; Tom Eisen, Office of Planning and Sustainable Development; Scott Nishimoto, Dept. of Agriculture; Carlton Yamada, Honolulu County Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC); Abraham Mohr, Kauai County LEPC; Jeff Kihune, Maui County LEPC; Gerald Kosaki, Hawaii County LEPC; Tak Ming Randal Tiu, OSHA, Dept. of DLIR; Dr. Yuanan Lu, Thompson School of Social Work and Public Health Studies, UH.

Non-Voting:  	Grace Simmons, Elizabeth Galvez, Sharon Leonida, Isaiah Kela-Pacheco, Adam Teekell, Michael Pereira, Eric Matsuda, Dept. of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response (HEER) Office; Shawn Carrier, Navy Region Hawaii; Andrew Kenrick, Pipeline Safety; Jason Geneau Preparedness, Service and Training; Melani Tescher NCTF-RH, US Navy; Alicia Hendrix, US Fish & Wildlife Service
1.   The meeting was called to order at 9:13 am by Kathy Ho.
· Introduction of attendees was done on Zoom and in person.
· There was a motion to approve minutes from meeting #138.  Motion to approve was accepted and approved.  
· Kathy did a roll call of members.



2.   LEPC Updates:
  2.1    	Hawaii County: Gerald Kosaki, LEPC Chair
Last LEPC meeting was on August 4, 2025, ten members and eight non-members attended. 
2.1.2	Training:
              Andy Kendrick will be doing a pipeline safety, presentation at the next 
              LEPC meeting.
             Gerald talked about Computer-Aided Management of Emergency Operations
              (CAMEO) software training; he stated that Tom Bergman had not contacted 
	him. Carlton mentioned they just finished their training here on Oahu.  
                             LEPC had approved six (6) people, both members of the LEPC and fire 
		department personnel to attend Hazmat Continuing Challenge.  Gerald
		spoke to the managing director, and the director explained that there were 
		problems from different commissions and committees that have been 
		abusing travel privileges so, they shut everything down for now.        
              The director said the LEPC was okay. Gerald decided it was getting late; it 
	was already in August. The decision was made to wait for next year. 
                             Jason Geneau, attended this last meeting, he spoke about his evaluation, to 
		try to determine if the LEPC had a separate emergency operation plan
		from the Hazmat annex emergency operation plan.  It's all included in one.
	              A discussion with Talmadge Magno, who is the Civil Defense Director, was 
		held. He really wants to update the current response plans, so Jason is going  
		to be contacting him on how they can help the LEPC and Civil Defense in 
		re- evaluating and reviewing Hawaii County’s emergency response plan. 


2.1.3	Incidents:
	Two incidents: 1), gas was being released from an AmeriGas facility; 
	fire department shut it off; and 2), at the water treatment plant by the airport,  
	a pressure relief valve rusted because it was exposed to the elements.  
It was a vapor leak, not a liquid that was leaking. Hawaii Gas came to
pump out the liquid. It would have taken too long to vent out.
               There was a report of a jet fuel leak at Kona Airport, with about 160
               gallons that leaked. They contained it by themselves, and they 
	called a cleanup contractor. Gerald is not sure if they called the HEER Office. 
Question from Dr. Lu on doing regular maintenance on pipes. He is concerned that a more serious problem may occur in the future if there is no regular maintenance service at facilities. The state of Hawaii does have a pipeline safety committee
comprised of all the pipeline owners and operators, and they meet quarterly.      Companies should be following the American Society for Testing and Materials, ASTM, in their company’s maintenance. The EPA has the Spill Prevention Countermeasures Control, SPCC regulations that are used to do inspections.
Gerald stated that the Ironman will be on October 11th.  
 
 
2.2	Kauai County: Abraham Mohr, LEPC Chair, Mr. Mohr was unable to attend and
	submitted his written report. 
              Last LEPC meeting was on July 28, 2025. Next meeting is October 31st.
2.2.1   Training:
Two Kauai Fire Department personnel will attend alternative fuels class.
There was a Tactical Chemistry class and a CST exercise planned in July.
Recruit Hazmat Technician Class is scheduled for the first and second week in August.   		
	2.2.2	Purchase:
                             Personal gas meters that were purchased are going online.
2.2.3 Incidents:
              There were two propane incidents and, one battery incident.
              Kauai LEPC Chair will agree with any of 2026 HSERC dates that are chosen. 
                             HEER received a call that a homeowner in Kapa’a had one hundred-fifty (150)
              nickel-iron batteries that powered his solar system, and these were over 40
	years old that were no longer being maintained. A room was built to store all 
	of those batteries. The HEER Office received a call from Hazmat and HEER 
	requested their contractor to conduct a removal.  Batteries are temporarily 
	stored, so that they can be disposed appropriately.  Fire Prevention Week is 
	the week of October 4th. For Kauai, it's October 5 to 11.            
 

2.3       Maui County: Jeff Kihune, LEPC Chair
Last LEPC meeting was held on July 22nd, 2025. The meeting had 17 people in 
attendance, the most attendance in the last 5 years. Ten were voting members. Next meeting is October 15th.
2.3.1   Updates:
Sharon from the HEER Office talked about Maui Gas being sold. LEPC was 
not aware of this.
Jason was in attendance, discussion on the annex updates and schedule. On October 15th will be next LEPC meeting followed by the HAZMAT Annex Workshop.
	2.3.2   Training:
	              The chemistry and tactical chemistry training were done in June. 
                             The technician certification training was held in July. 
                             HAZCAT operations were also held in July.
              Hawaii Gas had a propane and pipeline emergency training held the 
              week of August 18th to the 22nd.
              Confined space training will be held on September 29th to October 3rd.
              2.3.3     Incidents:
              An abandoned vehicle that had about 35 gallons of oil, in gallon
              containers, was found on the Maui Veterans Highway. Hazmat 10 responded, 
              and they eventually passed it to the Department of Transportation, DOT.
                            HEER assisted DOT with the disposal.
                            Greg Jenkins spoke about the cleanup in Ukumehame. The homeless have
                            been removed, they are now removing the 200 cars. The next step is to 
	
                              remove the electric vehicles. County, state and federal agencies are 
		involved.
 
2.4  Honolulu County:  Carlton Yamada, LEPC Chair
LEPC meeting was on Tuesday, September 16th at the Honolulu Fire Department 
Training Center. There were 38 in person attendees. This Included two
House of Representatives members, Lauren Matsumoto and Della Bellotti.  We also had seven that attended online, one of them being the State Fire Marshal, Dori Booth. 
2.4.1    Guest Speakers:
                Adam Williams from the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity 
               Pesticide Branch. He wanted to share with the group his upcoming second 
               annual statewide pesticide disposal program. For Oahu, it will be Friday, 
September 26th.  One can refer to Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity 
Pesticide website for other counties registration deadlines.
                              Lila and Melanie from the Navy Policy Task Force provided an update on the 
		 Red Hill facility.
                              Sector Honolulu Incident Management Division, Chief Warrant Officer David 
                              Jones provide an update of the marine environmental response for the past 
                              quarter.
            2.4.2       Events, Pre-planning activities, Training:
                              HFD has completed the Hazmat Awareness and First Responder operations 
		Training for the 118th Recruit Class. They graduate next week, Friday.
               Currently the Hazmat Tech Level Annual Refresher training is being held.
               CAMEO Refresher Training was completed a few weeks ago.
               The 93rd CST provided training in July.	 
	2.4.3	Incidents:
               On August 9th,  A 30-year-old male had sulfuric acid thrown in his face.
               He refused treatment but was encouraged to get help.  This could cause
               blindness.
              On August 28, there was a building fire at the old Luana Hills Golf Course. 
	Golf carts were being charged on the first floor of the structure. About 90% of 
	The golf carts had lithium-ion batteries; the rest were lead-acid batteries.  
	Fire personnel were notified they may have to possibly send their PPE to get
	deep cleaned. Liz was informed about the extensive damage to the parking 
	structure, who in turn notified the Hazardous Waste Section.
		 
		.
3    County HAZMAT Planning, Validation and Adoption: Jason Geneau, Preparedness, 
   Services and Training LLC, PST; Christopher Curatilo, Tetra Tech, Todd Jasper, PST
   working with Jeff Kihune Maui LEPC, a workshop is scheduled for October 15, after   
   the LEPC meeting.   
   Jason talked to the members of the LEPC, connected with Maui Emergency 
   Management Agency, MEMA. The next coordination call will be held with MEMA, 
    on Tuesday, with, Chris Wegner and Peter “Kono”  Davis, from their shop. As the 
    owners of the HazMat Annex and the Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), Jason 
    wants to make sure that they're comfortable with what's happening.   This Annex 
    should be something they can manage and maintain and provide updates to, 
    along with the LEPC.
    Jason conducted a site visit on Lanai on July 30th and met with Captain Apana 
    from the fire department.  They have unique challenges, if support is needed
    where are those resources coming from and how quickly can that happen? 
    This is an underlying theme for all of the counties and all of the plans.
    Jason has made site visits to the port, the marina, and met with U.S. Coast Guard, 
    Young Brothers, DOT Harbors, and had some discussions, specific to Lanai.
    Molokai is scheduled for October 13th. Jason will need to contact Captain Apana 
    to confirm who will be on duty from Maui Fire. Molokai’s plan will follow the same 
    plan as Maui.
    Workshops are now scheduled for all the counties.
    For Kauai, PST will attend the LEPC meeting, then go into the hazmat workshop.
    PST got great coordination and support from KEMA, and Elton's been briefed.  PST 
    has another coordination call set up for Monday. KEMA had their plan updated 
    with some military support.  It's not exactly how the county would like it to 
    operate.  This is an opportunity to better reflect the county's intent.
    On the Big Island, Jason presented at the LEPC meeting, virtually. A workshop  
    is now scheduled for Wednesday, October 22nd. Jason did brief Talmadge
    directly and are tied in with his staff. Another coordination call will be next  
    Monday.
    For the City and County of Honolulu, PST worked closely with Carlton. Jason 
    briefed the DEM director, Randy Collins, directly.  The workshop is scheduled for 
    Thursday, October 23rd.
    PST will be sending out a draft agenda probably early next week. PST is going to be
    eliciting stakeholder input on some of the gaps that have come up.  
    A capabilities questionnaire could be a way to get needed information from the    
    different counties, agencies, businesses that would be involved.
    PST will be presenting on the outputs from the Marine Firefighting Workshop.  
    PST is continuing to talk with the shipping and ports industry, Young Brothers,
    DOT Harbors, Coast Guard. Jason still needs to get connectivity with the airports 
    and military.  
    For the military, both PST and LEPC want to understand if something goes wrong, 
    either on the military end or it's a civilian issue, and are requesting capabilities, 
    what is the likelihood of those resource requests being approved.
    PST is looking forward to these workshops and getting some of the stakeholders 
    together and talking substantively about some of these other issues.




4         Scheduling future HSERC Meeting:	HSERC, LEPC
          The dates selected for the calendar year 2026 HSERC meetings are:  
          March 20th, June 26th, September 18th, December 11th.  

5.       Updates on Public Notice on Lithium-ion Batteries:  Sharon Leonida, HEER
                  The HEER Office will be publishing a Notice for Public Comment for owners and 
                  operators of facilities that store, use, or manufacture 10,000 pounds or more of 
	             lithium-ion batteries.  It will be published twice in the front section of the Star 
	             Advertiser and will also have it posted to the HEER website and the Lt. Governor’s 
	             and state calendar.  
	            Tom Eisen will put an announcement in the Environmental Notice. 
                  The public comment period is from October 1 to October 31, 2025.  The public can 
                  send comments by email to:  broadcast_heer_osc@doh.hawaii.gov   
                  or mail:  Attn: HEPCRA Coordinator, 2385 Waimano Home Road, Suite#100, 
                  Pearl City, Hawaii 96782.
                  A Public Hearing will be held from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm on October 15, 2025,
                  at the Red Conference Room, 2385 Waimano Home Road, Suite # 100,
                  Pearl City, Hawaii 96782, and also via Zoom.
                  Join Zoom Meeting:
                  https://zoom.us/j/98349744841?pwd=pMRIebIRLU1SxosoblRwJ31afelafu.1
                  After the HSERC has had the opportunity to review and consider the public 
                  comments, commenters will be notified of the final decision.

6.	    USEPA Updates including Current Handouts when available:  Bill Jones, USEPA
                 EPA handout has information on the latest changes in regulations and policies, 
                 also reports from the Chemical Safety Board on the possible causes of industrial 
                 accidents in the workplace.  
                 Training for different things such as CAMEO classes are available.
                 The Oceania Regional Response Team, ORRT, will be having a training and tabletop 
                 exercise on January 22, 2026.  It is being provided by the EPA and U. S. Coast 
                 Guard. Lithium-ion batteries and maritime shipments is the topic.   It will be
                 at the Homer Maxey International Trade Resource Center on Ala Moana Blvd.

7.     Hazard Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) update: Harold Lao
  Harold is currently waiting to hear from DOT for the HAZMAT GRANTS. The
  current application is for $160,792.00.  He is expecting a response by the end of 
  the month.
  Under the DOT, HMEP did not approve the request to use grant funds for the 
  Lithium-ion Battery Media Campaign.


8.     Updates on the Health Department:  Kathleeen Ho
                 Kathy talked about the battery’s incidents on Kauai and Maui.  The HEER office and    
                 different agencies are working together to do the removal and cleanup.
                 They will be using the method that was developed in the Lahaina fires and updated
                 during the LA fires. If you would like to observe the response action, let Liz know.
                 There was legislation, Act 209, to get a working group together, they just had their 
	  first meeting.  The next meeting is September 26   Discussion on what happens if 
                 the shipping companies won’t ship batteries in or ship batteries out.  
                 We are getting ready for the legislature session.  Department of Health is allowed 
                 only 12 proposals that maybe included in the governor’s packet.  

9.          Announcements from other Agencies:  HSERC, LEPC
                     No announcements.

10.       Open Forum: Public comment on issues not on the agenda:     
      There were no comments.

         
      Next HSERC Meeting is scheduled for December 12, 2025.
      Meeting was adjourned, at 10:30 am.
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