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HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
MEETING # 137 Friday, March 14, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Hybrid Meeting at Red Conference Room, Uluakupu Building, located at 2385 Waimano Home Road, Pearl City, HI  96782 
and via Zoom
Attendees

Voting:	 Kathleen Ho, Deputy Director of  Environmental Health; Chris Takeno, Dept. of Transportation; Tom Eisen, Office of Planning and Sustainable Development; Greg Takeshima, Dept. of Agriculture; Carlton Yamada, Honolulu County Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC); Abraham Mohr, Kauai County LEPC; Jeff Kihune, Maui County LEPC, Yuana Lu, Thompson School of Social Work and Public Health Studies, University of Hawaii, Kimberly Fuller, Dept. of Land and Natural Resources

Non-Voting:  	Grace Simmons, Elizabeth Galvez, Sharon Leonida, Isaiah Kela-Pacheco, Adam Teekell, Eric Masuda, Dept. of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response (HEER) Office; Shawn Carrier, Melani Tescher, Navy Region Hawaii,  Andrew Kenrick, Pipeline Safety; Bob Harter, City & County of Honolulu; Alicia Hendrix, United States Fish and Wildlife, Rusty Nall, U.S. Marine Corp.

1.   The meeting was called to order at 9:13 am by Kathy Ho.
· Introduction of attendees was  done on Zoom and in person.
· There was a motion to approve minutes from meeting #136.  Motion to approve was accepted and approved.  
· Kathy did a roll call of members.
· Announcement that there was a new On Scene Coordinator, Eric Matsuda.  He was formerly wit the City and County of Honolulu.


2.   LEPC Updates:
  2.1    Hawaii County: Gerald Kosaki, LEPC Chair
Gerald was unavailable and no one was online to take his place. 




2.2	Kauai County: Abraham Mohr, LEPC Chair
            	Last LEPC meeting was on January 31, 2025.
2.2.1   Training:
	Last month, February, there was a class on IQ Above the Line/Below the line.
	There will be a technician class in August for the last recruit class, plus, this  
            class coming up. The HazMat recruits start on March 31.  
At the IQ class, there was a discussion on getting personal gas meters. He has 
                       submitted Standard Operating Guideline (SOGs),  to the Chief and his staff. This
                       will also go to the union. There will be an Lower Explosive Melter (LEL) Meter for 
                       each of the engine captains and the Hazmat stations will get several.  When he 
                       receives an answer, he can move forward with the process.  There is money 
                       available from the Prevention Bureau.    
Abe has spoken to CST, Civilian Support Team, no official planning yet.  It looks 
like training will be July 20-26. 		
	2.2.2	Purchases
Finalized the Mule (all-terrain vehicle), purchased. They are putting it together.  This comes from a Homeland Security Grant.  
	2.2.3	Incidents
		Several spills, one at Wailua River Mountain Bridge, three (3), gallons of 
		Hydraulic oil due to construction.  This was on January 24, at 9:00 pm.
		Second spill at Nawiliwili Harbor.  It was a known substance, they were able to 
		clean it up.  This was January 26. 
		You can now report spills to the Kauai LEPC website.  It’s a basic form that can 
		be used to contact them.    

2.3       Maui County: Jeff Kihune, LEPC Chair
Last LEPC meeting was held on January 16.  
2.3.1   Updates:
The county has a strict policy on travel.  Because of the timing of the LEPC meetings, and having funds approved for training and traveling, it makes it difficult to meet the county deadlines.  An additional problem is the lack of quorum at meetings to approve training request.
A motion to allow Jeff or current chair to approve funds up to $6,500, per request was passed by the committee.  The members of the committee would be notified when such a request was made and granted.  
There was a problem with the new finance director.  She was unaware that the LEPC was a legitimate committee that was officially established about thirty (30), years ago.  LEPC funds were not being deposited into their account.  Jeff’s contact at the fire department has helped to resolve the problem.
	2.3.2   Training:
		CST training was done February 13 – 18.  
	2.3.3   Incidents:
		Captain Pacheco reported on two incidents in December.  There was a diesel 
		spill on Kahaluu Beach Road from a semi-trailer, 10 -20 gallons into a storm 
		drain near Kahaluu Harbor.  It was reported to the HEER Office.  State Highways 
		took over the incident.  They would monitor and arrange for cleanup by 	
		responsible party.  
		December 15, 2024, Lithium-ion battery on a E trike motorcycle.   It demolished
the vehicle. Fire company dammed off the runoff from the water applied to vehicle. Hazmat covered the trike with a fire blanket, they advised the responsible party to keep it on for five days. They should dispose of blanket and vehicle after that time.    

2.4       Honolulu County:  Carlton Yamada, LEPC Chair
LEPC meeting would be on Tuesday, March 18th.
2.4.1	Speakers are Andy Williams from the Department of Agriculture, updates on the Pesticides Disposal Program.
	A Marine Science Technician from Sector Honolulu, USCG, will give updates on recent activities and cases. 
	2.4.2	Events, Pre-planning activities:
		Mr. Grant Sato from the Pearl Harbor Navy Shipyard, Navy Nuclear Propulsion 
		Program, will provide an overview of the full-scale exercise that was recently 
		done. Planning for the exercise took almost a year. Different departments from 
		the state and county wee involved.  This event could be used as a template for 
		future planning and exercise for any type of incident.
		The members of the Federal Government, that were part of the planning could 
		not attend currently.  We look forward to having them back in the future   
		This morning our 117th recruit class is graduating, there are 36 graduates, two of 
		them are from the State Airports.     
	2.4.3	Incidents.
		Unitek in Campbell Industrial Park had a fire due to a product release. It caught 
		fire before 3:00 am.  Actual crew for that incident has been invited to meeting to 
		provide information.
		Electric Vehicle fire, Nissan Leaf that was plugged in.  This was at the Tony Auto 
		Group.  Incident was called in before 4:00 pm, last crew left after 9:00 pm.
		Vehicle was removed from property.  
		We are working to better streamline the process to insure proper disposal of 
		vehicles.
	2.4.4	Site Visits to Battery Energy Storage System – BESS
		Two sites were visited, one site was revisited a second time.  One site was at 
		Kunia, 161 acres of solar panels and BESS Unit.  
		Second site was at Kapolei and is a Battery Energy Storage System Backup.
		There are changes in the fire department, this gives the new personnel the 
		opportunity to get familiar with these sites and the maintenance representatives.
		Discussed what procedures the solar companies would like the fire department to 
		follow. Unless there is an urgent situation, the companies would like the first 
		responders to wait for the maintenance personnel. There will always be someone
		on duty and available.  These facilities seem to be efficient and reliable,
		emergency response plans were very good.  Questions on car fire at the 
		dealership.      


3.    Recommendations on How to Implement Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
   To file Tier II Reports
   Sharon used a power point to show the names and amounts of solar facilities in
   Hawaii. Two companies, AES Solar and Clearway have already reported their 
   facilities.
   Under the Hawaii Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-know Act,
   if lithium-ion batteries contain Lithium Hydride as a chemical; then the facility will 
   be subject to reporting.  However, the threshold quantity of lithium hydride is 100
   pounds and none of the facilities list Lithium hydride as a compound in their 
    lithium-ion batteries. There needs to be follow up on contacts for the BESS facilities 
    and a notice to send out to the companies that requests the reporting of chemicals at 
    their facilities
               .    
.
4.      2025 Western Regions States SERC/TERC Conference Summery
     EPA Regions 8, 9, and 10 have a total of fourteen states, and includes 
     American Samoa and Guam.
     Concerns from the representatives were, wildfires, Lithum-ion batteries, 
     communications between the SERC/TERC and funding for the LEPC under 
     the SERC/TERC’s.
     Challenges that were mentioned were, dealing with funding and training on 
     all hazards, hazmat disasters, laws on increasing the use of alternative energy
     sources in states and small businesses that recycle Lithium-ion batteries.  This 
     includes problems with disposing and transporting of batteries to recycle plants.
     Every state has had wildfires, reports are now available online.  They detail how 
     fires were handled, what resulted from their actions.  This has been used to do 
     future planning and training.
     Most of the states are large and consist of many SERC/TERCS.  Under each 
     SERC/TERC, they have the LEPCs.  Communications can be difficult, because 
     of distance, also many of the LEPCs are volunteers and are not paid or funded.  
     Future funding from federal programs is not guaranteed.  
     Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration and the personnel that 
     handle the HMEP grants could not attend.  
     Mitch Phillips from OSHA could not give his presentation.
     Under the Risk Management Program, Safer Communities by the Chemical Accident  
     Prevention Rules, would have been in effect in May of 2025, and Natural Hazard Risk   
     Assessment Tool for Climate Change, these have been dropped.
     No one can confirm any future activities due to the new incoming federal government.
     All EPA personnel received the notice that they could resign and receive a seven (7), 
     month buy out.    

5.       USEPA Updates including current handouts when available: 
       No one was available to give updates.


6.      Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) Report Updates: Harold Lao
      Harold received an e-mail that the next HMEP grant could not be announced.  They
      hope to contact everyone soon.  Last years grant of $133,063.00 is being used for 
      training.  Concern on funding for the future. 

 
7.       Updates from the Health Department: Kathleen Ho
      This legislature session, nothing that will affect HSERC, LEPCs.  
      Legislature change to re-allocate money from the ERRF fund did not change.
      Senate Bill 391, related to recycling, this is to establish at the State Energy Office,
      end of life Lithium battery management working group. It did cross over to the 
      house.  It needs two (2) hearings and then it can be voted on. Kathy explained what
      the next steps would be. 
      On March 28th, the Department of Health Solid Waste, Chris Takeno from
      Department of Transportation, Carlton Yamada from Honolulu Fire, Environmental 
      Services, Solid Waste from the county will be meeting.
      This is to find a solution on how to protect first responders and public health from
      Lithium-ion batteries, especially Electric Vehicles.
      Examples of a situation that involved a Lithium-ion battery fire.  What happens after  
      the fire, where to take the vehicle for storage, how to do proper disposal. Try to   
      up with a solution to this problem. 

8.        Announcements from other Agencies:  HSERC, LEPC
       Greg Takeshima, Dept. of Agriculture, Pesticide branch.  They will be doing the
       Pesticide Disposal Program, it is starting up again.  Procurement is being done,
       a contract should be in place by the end of the fiscal year. Each county will have
       a disposal program for commercial pesticide products. There is a two hundred fifty  
       (250), pounds max amount.  Companies with more products will have to pay for 
       disposal. 
       We will be starting the Pesticide Drift Monitoring Program around schools.  We will
       be working with the Dept. of Education and the University of Hawaii has been 
       contracted to help with the monitoring work.  They have already purchased
       the equipment. Then Pesticide department is asking for funding for years three and  
       four through the legislature.  The hearing is set for today.  There is a requirement 
       for our department to do this project. There were previous Acts and Bills for them to   
       finish this program. It is expected to be done by 2028. Pesticide Branch will provide 
       updates to HSERC.

9.         Open Forum: Public comment on issues not on the agenda:     
        There were no comments.

10.          Next HSERC Meeting is scheduled for June 20, 2025.
         Meeting was adjourned.
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