Questions and Answers from the Public Notice:
1. One commenter stated that they are in support of the Hawaii State Emergency Response Commission’s proposal to designate each owner or operator of a facility that stores, uses, or manufactures Lithium-ion batteries with a threshold quantity of 10,000 pounds or more, be subject to the emergency planning requirements of section 11-453-17, Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR).

2. How does one determine the weight of the Lithium battery, should it be by the weight of the entire battery or just the weight of the lithium itself?  
Answer:  It is the weight of the entire battery.   Lithium content varies between different types of lithium-ion batteries based on their design and intended use.  However, HSERC finds it timely and necessary to require an owner or operator to submit emergency plans to better protect the public, first responders, and the environment from risks from fires, explosions, and other safety concerns from lithium-ion batteries are necessary.
3. Does the facility representative have to be on the same island as the facility?
Answer:  We request that a local representative, (employee), be on the same island as the facility, and have a local phone number that can be used to make contact so that it makes it easier to communicate. 
4. If the lithium is already being reported (using a percentage of the chemical), does it also have to be reported by the total weight of the entire battery?
Answer:  If the chemical lithium is already being reported, it does not have to be reported again.  
5. If a condo has a large number of electric vehicles whose weight would total 10,000 pounds or more, would it be required to have a facility emergency coordinator?
Answer: We are not looking for individual car or homeowners to report to us.  We do encourage condo associations to have an emergency response plan.
6. If a horrific accident should happen in a condo where there are lithium-ion batteries that have a weight of 10,000 pounds or greater, do you see this requirement expanding so every condo or shopping center would have to establish a coordinator?
Answer:  We do not have an answer for you at this time.  However, we encourage everyone to have an emergency plan, similar to a personal plan for you and your family in case of an emergency.
