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HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
MEETING # 135 Friday, September 20, 2024, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Hybrid Meeting at Red Conference Room, Uluakupu Building, located at 2385 Waimano Home Road, Pearl City, HI  96782 
and via Zoom
Attendees

Voting:	Elizbath Galvez for Kathleen Ho, Deputy Director of  Environmental Health; Chris Takeno, Dept. of Transportation; Tom Eisen, Office of Planning and Sustainable Development; Greg Takeshima, Dept. of Agriculture; Carlton Yamada, Honolulu County Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC); Abraham Mohr, Kauai County LEPC; Gerald Kosaki, Hawaii County LEPC; Jonathan Chin, Department of Business Economic Development & Tourism; and Yuana Lu, Thompson School of Social Work and Public Health Studies, University of Hawaii

Non-Voting:  	Sharon Leonida, Isaiah Kela-Pacheco, Adam Teekell,  Thu Perry, Michael Pereira, and Jared Wagner, Dept. of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response (HEER) Office;  Sherri Eng, Navy Closure Task Force Red Hill; Shawn Carrier, Navy Region Hawaii,   Bill Jones, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA);  Andrew Kenrick, Pipeline Safety; Matthew Nishimura, Marc Moriguchi, Hawaii Healthcare Emergency Management; William Marhoffer, US Coast Guard-ORRT; Daniel Nguyen, Center for Disease Control/Dept. of Health; Bob Harter, City & County of Honolulu; Derek Leong, MSRC, Tara Sutton, Director of Community Engagement, Red Hill.

1.   The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Elizbath Galvez.
· Introduction of attendees on Zoom and in person.
· Motion to approve minutes from meeting #135.  Motion to approve accepted and approved.  


2.   LEPC Updates:
  2.1    Hawaii County: Gerald Kosaki, LEPC Chair
LEPC meeting was held on August 8, 13 members  and seven (7) non-members were present or on zoom. 



2.1.2   Training:  
Hawaii County Fire plans to have a Hazardous Materials Technician Training Course  early next year (2025). He has talked to Harold and is in contact with the instructors.
In July there was a full scale exercise with the National Guard 193th Civil Support Team, and Hawaii Police Department Special Response Team.

Andy Kendrick spoke on pipelines. Every island has  pipelines  that carry hazardous materials.  Hawaii’s pipeline goes from the loading dock at the harbor to HELCO plant.  He would like to have drills or meetings with the fire and police department to identify where pipelines are. In case of leaks, they can locate the area.

Gerald and two other fire personnel attended the Marine Fire Fighting workshop in August at the state lab.  Would like to attend more meetings.

Gerald reviewed the Chlorine incident that occurred at BEI facility.  Two persons were reportedly  hurt when a containment unit with water and a leaking cylinder were moved.  No safety equipment was used.  
BEI’s rep is Neil O’Heron, based on Oahu. He was asked what kind of training is needed for workers in the company.  His reply was that no specific training is needed.

Chris Leonard is the media representative and talked about the statewide communications plan.  During the 2023 Maui fire, all communications went out
And there were lots of loop holes in the polices and procedures and how things were done. They need to talk and work with other agencies to correct the problems.  They could do drills with different agencies and work towards building a plan.

Continuing Challenge Hazmat Workshop was held in September.  Five personnel were funded by the LEPC to attend.  Unfortunately, the cost of the trip and registration went up due to the county not processing the request in a timely manner. Everyone enjoyed the training, obtained good information and saw lots of new equipment.

2.1.3   Incidents:
There was a petroleum spill on Maui where the responsible party could not find a contractor to do the clean-up and he contacted Gerald for help.  
Gerald asked if it was possible to have a contractor available that they could refer to callers when they could not find anyone to do clean-up?

Pacific Bio-Diesel on the Big Island, are doing a wastewater collection project.  It is seventy-five percent complete.  They have homeless coming into the project area and the shipment area where the chemicals used for treatment are stored.  The homeless trespass into the area and there is concern for their safety.  

2.2	Kauai County: Abraham Mohr, LEPC Chair
            Last LEPC meeting was on September 5.
2.2.1   Training :
                     September 18, five recruits finished the Hazmat Awareness Operations 
                     Two Course.  This was at the Pacific Missile Range facility. Three personnel were 
from Kauai Fire. They will be doing this training again within the next couple of months.
   

Four personnel were sent to Galveston, Texas to participate in a training on how to use absorbent booms for spills.  This was part of learning about different shorelines and how to protect them.
In November there will be Hazmat IQ, an “Above-the-Line, Below-the-line” class based on charts. This training is for captains and operators, in case they have not taken the course before.  
2.2.2 Incident:
There was a phone call from the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) Prevention office about explosives at Wahiawa Quarry.  He did a pre-plan visit with Fire Station Six (6) personnel,  talked to the companies that were using the quarry who will give notification to the nearest  Fire station, Fire hazmat and Fire Prevention office if they move any explosives.  
There was a structure fire; however, there is no report back yet.  It could have involved lithium ion batteries, as it was difficult to put out. 
There have been no hazmat calls since last HSERC.

2.3    Maui County: Jeff Kihune, LEPC Chair
   Jeff is unable to attend, his replacement is in training and no one was able to join 
   the meeting.

2.4    Honolulu County:  Carlton Yamada, LEPC Chair
LEPC meeting was September 17, held at the Federal Fire Department Headquarters’ classrooms.  There were 33 personnel and two on-line. 
    2.4.1   Presentations:
Miss Tate, from Tetra Tech, has been hired by the City and County of Honolulu to update the Local Mitigation Plan for 2025. She will be doing focus group webinars to gather data for the up-coming plan to include    
	          hazard analysis and risk assessment.  They will also be coming up with 
	          mitigation actions and strategies. They hope to have this plan approved 
	          and publicized by March 2025.the 

Julian Tanioka is with the Honolulu Police Department (HPD) Major Events Division.  He explained what capabilities HPD has, which includes, Incident Command, All Hazards Incidents Team, Hazmat Unit, with trained technicians, and a Drone program.

	           US Coast Guard, MST 1 Blackwell provided a quarterly report on incidents 		they have responded to.
2.4.2 Training:
There was an Initial First Responder Awareness and Operations Training for the 116th Recruit Class that recently graduated.  There were 33 Fire  personnel,  and three from the state crash unit.
The annual Hazmat Technicians  Refresher for Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) personnel has been completed with a 100 people recertified which  includes members of the Honolulu Emergency Medical Services Department and Honolulu Police Department.
Pearl Harbor Navy Shipyard, Navy Nuclear Propulsion Program, is planning for a full-scale exercise in February 2025. In preparation for the full scale exercise, they will be conducting small scale planning and training meetings. The  initial planning meeting was held this week on   October 2.  There will be a joint Radiological Monitoring training session that will be a part of the exercise.  This training is to be used if there is a spill when moving nuclear waste from the submarines to Matson Hawaii to be shipped out.
Four personnel attended Continuing Challenge; valuable networking and learned best practices being used were gathered at the training. Attendees learned about new equipment that is available.  LEPC provided the funding.
2.4.3 Pre-planning:
Hazmat 1 has done pre-planning for several facilities and updated the point-of- contact lists and noted  any changes that have occurred. 
2.4.4 Request for equipment.
Hazmat 1 has requested funds for six (6), gas meters.  These are Eagles 3’s by RKI; LEPC will provide funding.
2.4.5 Upcoming events:
Household Hazardous Waste Drop off will be held on October 5, 2024.  
Next LEPC meeting will be on December 10, 2024.
LEPC meeting for 2025.  March 18, June 17, September 16, December 9, 2025.  


3.   Navy Closure Task Force Red Hill Update – Tank Cleaning:  Sherri Eng
Information on Task Force and what they are planning and how they will accomplish the closure.  Ms. Eng used a power point presentation to show the step-by-step process of how her task force will do the clean up of the fuel tanks.  Time line of how long each step will take and pre-cautions that will be taken to insure everyone is safe   More updates will be released in the future.  Handouts    were provided.


4.    Tier II and Risk Management Program Reporting Requirements: Thu Perry
Presentation was made on  how to determine if a company needs to file a Tier II report with the State, along with a history of the Hawaii Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-know Act, reporting limits, and chemical lists  to use for hazardous and extremely hazardous substances for reporting were explained.

There was also an explanation on the Risk Management Program (RMP), what  companies must do to keep in compliance with the program,  what extremely hazardous chemical companies store or manufacture  would put them in the RMP Program. 
It was also explained what extra documents, plans, and  reports are needed for facilities that fall under this federal program

.
5.      Schedule HSERC Meetings for Year 2025:  HSERC, LEPC
  Dates that were selected for the HSERC meetings next year are:
  March 14, June 20, September 19, and  December 12, 2025.


6.       USEPA Updates including current handouts when available: Bill Jones
Brett Moxley has retired, Chris Reiner will be the main On Scene Coordinator for Hawaii.
On the week of December 10 – 13, EPA will be at the .Homer A. Maxey International Trade Resource Center for the Oceania Regional Response Team meetings which will include a series of workshops and presentations.
    	    On December 10, there will be a Honolulu LEPC meeting in the morning and a
	    Tour of Honolulu Harbor in the afternoon. Registration will be posted to 
	    sign-up.
	    December 11 is the First Responders Awareness Training by Greg Jenkins.

December 12 will be a  Lithium-Ion refresher, a new training module on transportation and disposal.  
	    In the afternoon, Ben Castellana will do a case study and training on
	    Public Environmental Health Assessment Unit.
	    ORRT meeting will follow this training.
	    On December 13, Hawaii State Emergency Response Commission (HSERC)  
	    meeting will be held. 
	    


7.      Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) Report Updates: Harold Lao
This is year three of the grant, and we received $105,739. This covers the     Hazmat Tech training for the counties and travel for the LEPCs.  

 
8.       Updates from the Health Department: Elizabeth Galvez                                
       On August 28, HEER office hosted a Marine Firefighting Workshop at the 
       State Lab Division.  Attendees seemed willing to participate in building this 
       program.  More meetings are being planned and more will be presented at 
       the next Area Committee Meeting.
       Planning for the Hazmat Annex Workshops will be started early next year;
       hopefully part of the Marine Firefighting issues can be included in the 
       workshops for each county.  


9.        Announcements from other Agencies:  HSERC, LEPC
Greg Takeshima, Department. of Agriculture.  Adam Williams, is  part of Greg’s  staff, has completed the state wide pesticide disposal program. 
A  total of seven locations and events were held on Oahu, Maui, Molokai, Kauai, Lanai, Hilo and Kailua-Kona.  Total amount of commercial pesticides that were 
         disposed of was 39,184 pounds.  Total cost of project was about  
          $720,000.  We see a need for this program to continue.  We are going
          back to the Legislature to request between $700,000 to $800,000 to fund 
          this program. 


Bill Marhoffer – U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), gave an update on the Coast Guard  National Review Panel which reviews a group of seventeen Coastal
         Zones and Area Contingency Plans. The Honolulu Contingency Plan was 
         up for review.  No significant deficiencies were found.   
         One of the new contents in the plan is Marine Firefighting. CG Michael  
         Goglia is coordinating the CG wide effort to provide guidance to the field 
         units. They are also working on a model to do better risk assessments. 
Another topic is providing better guidance if there is a  hazardous substance release in the coastal zone. They are also creating  a Contingency  Planning Handbook primarily for Coast Guard personnel..
         This will be shared with area committee members, State Emergency 
         Response Commission and LEPC members.


10.         Open Forum: Public comment on issues not on the agenda:     
         Tara Sutton is Director of Community Engagement for the Red Hill Registry
          within the University of Hawaii System, office of Strategic Health Initiatives. 
   	          The University of Hawaii established the Red Hill Registry; it is a five year, 
	          27.2 million dollar award from the National Center for Disaster Medicine 
	          and Public Health
This is an independent opt-in registry, co-developed with the community to track the various impacts of the Red Hill Fuel Spill in the exposed population. 
		          In the coming months, there will be community listening sessions and 
		          establishing a community oversight working group.  They hope to start 
		          registry enrollment by fall of next year.  Updates can be found at 
		          Redhillregistry.org   
		          She is requesting to be on the next HSERC Agenda.  Tara’s email is 
		          T.sutton@redhillregistry.org 


11. Next HSERC Meeting is scheduled for December 13, 2024 at the Homer A. Maxeyi
International Trade Center, 521 Ala Moana Blvd., also known as Pier 3.


12. The meeting was adjourned at 11:14 am.
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