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Climate Advisory Team Purpose

Develop policy recommendations to:
• Minimize the impacts of future climate-related disasters/shocks
• Speed recovery from the physical and financial damage they cause

Craft a legislative package for the 2025 legislative session that can:
• Advance disaster readiness in the near term
• Set Hawai'i on a path toward greater resilience in the long term

Problem won't be solved overnight, but progress must be made
• Gov. Green: “In time, we have to get this tiger by the tail.”
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Climate Response Consultants
Governor’s Staff

Pa‘akai Communications

Climate Advisory Team Structure

Climate Advisory Team (CAT)
The CAT is comprised of local experts in climate, environmental stewardship, finance and insurance

Chris Benjamin 
(Chair)

Denise Antolini

Chip Fletcher
Gwen Yamamoto 

Lau

Robin Campaniano
Kawika Riley

Governor
Josh Green, M.D.

Climate Change and Disaster Impacts 



Office of the Governor
Governor Josh Green, M.D.

Pillars of Disaster Readiness
CAT is addressing several broad categories of actions that will increase Hawai‘i’s ability to 
withstand and recover from future climate shocks and other natural disasters:

Environmental
Restoration and protection of
natural systems can reduce the 
impact of severe weather events 
on our communities. Investment in 
our environment benefits all 
residents, especially by preventing 
and reducing devastation.

Infrastructure
Much of the state’s commercial 
and residential infrastructure is 
not built to withstand the kinds 
of storms that are now 
becoming commonplace. There 
are cost-effective investments in 
infrastructure that can reduce 
the loss of life, shelter and 
economic activity in the event of 
a natural disaster.

Financial/Insurance
Economic damages from 
climate events and the 
associated cost of insurance is 
expensive for many and 
unavailable for others. We 
must develop strategies for 
filling gaps in coverage and 
accelerating access to funds in 
the event of a natural disaster.

Physical/Social
Physical impacts from future 
natural disasters are inevitable 
and may be devastating. 
Preparing for recovery is 
essential and must address 
physical repairs to harbor, 
roadway, educational, utility 
and other public infrastructure 
as well as residences. Social 
and emotional recovery may 
be even more challenging.

Resilience Recovery
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Timeline
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The CAT's Strategy

Raise Awareness 
and Urgency

Direct
Resources 
to Increase 
Resilience 
and Speed 
Recovery
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CAT Findings to Date

We are not 
spending enough 
money on 
addressing climate 
change.
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CAT Findings to Date

We are viewing 
the past as 
prologue - which is 
a mistake.
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CAT Findings to Date

Health impacts are 
broad and include 
physical, mental, 
and social 
dimensions.
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CAT Findings to Date

Insurance 
challenges will 
ultimately not be 
resolved until we 
improve our 
management of 
disasters.
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CAT Findings to Date

Coordination can 
drive better 
outcomes without 
significant spend – 
but we also need 
to spend money.
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CAT Findings to Date

Community-driven 
solutions are 
essential.
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Mahalo nui
For more information about  the 
Climate Advisory Team, please visit: 
www.hawaiiclimateadvisoryteam.org


	Impacts of Climate Change on Human Health in Hawaii
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Paris Agreement, 2015�United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
	Progress on Stopping Warming at 1.5oC
	Slide Number 8
	1 billion displaced for every 1oC of additional global warming
	126°F (52°C) in the Central Valley of California
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	The problem in a nutshell…
	Slide Number 15
	Fate of anthropogenic CO2 emissions (2010–2019)
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Pandemic Era
	Disease, environmental damage, climate change & human inequality form an amplifying feedback 
	We must urgently redefine our relationship with nature and each other as one of reciprocity, regeneration, and social justice.
	Marine Heat Wave 2019
	Global Mean Sea Level Rise
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Storm drain backflow
	Rain + High Tide = Compound Flooding
	Kaua‘i, April 2018�Hanalei River rose 15 ft, jumped its bank, and carved a new channel
	Rising SST’s, Acidification�Bleaching�Invasive Species
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	400% increase in wildfire on O’ahu since 1960ʻs
	Average daily wind speeds are declining 
	1994 hurricane season
	2018 hurricane season
	Sustainability Transition
	Slide Number 41
	Climate Change and Health in Hawaiʻi
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Building a Climate & Health program at doh
	Slide Number 47
	Vulnerability Assessment
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	QUESTIONS?
	�Extreme Heat: The Physical Effects on Vulnerable Populations�
	     Trends in surface temperature, humidity, �     and trade wind in the Hawaiian Islands
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Heat Related Illness
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	CKD of Unknown Origin in Central America: The Case for a Mesoamerican Nephropathy
	Slide Number 76
	Heat Related Illness
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80
	Slide Number 81
	Slide Number 82
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Heat Related Vulnerability
	Heat Related Vulnerability: Meds and Drugs
	Slide Number 87
	Slide Number 88
	Slide Number 89
	Slide Number 90
	Slide Number 91
	Slide Number 92
	Athletes / Children
	Slide Number 94
	Slide Number 95
	Slide Number 96
	Slide Number 97
	Slide Number 98
	Slide Number 99
	Slide Number 100
	Slide Number 101
	Slide Number 102
	Slide Number 103
	Slide Number 104
	Slide Number 105
	Taking Action
	Continuing the Conversation: Physical Effects of Heat
	IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES (IDD)
	overview
	introduction
	Public Health Challenges
	Practical solutions
	Policy recommendation
	Community Engagement
	Case Studies and Local Initiatives
	conclusion
	Climate Change Health Conference: Continuing the Conversation
	Slide Number 118
	Slide Number 119
	Slide Number 120
	Resources
	����
	Water and Climate Changes�Watershed Management & Surface Water Protection in the Face of Climate Change�Water Security & Climate Change – Global Perspectives
	Watershed Management & Surface Water Protection in the Face of Climate Change
	What is a watershed?
	What is nonpoint source pollution?
	Why is NPS pollution an important issue?
	Hawaii History
	Background
	Background
	Surface Water Protection Branch
	How can climate change impact NPS pollution?
	Slide Number 133
	Slide Number 134
	Slide Number 135
	Slide Number 136
	Slide Number 137
	Slide Number 138
	What is the SWPB doing?
	What can we do?
	MAHALO
	Human Health, Sustainable Development, �and the Water that Connects Us All: Challenges, Management Trends, and Engagement Opportunities in the Pacific  
	Slide Number 143
	Slide Number 144
	Slide Number 145
	Slide Number 146
	Slide Number 147
	Slide Number 148
	Slide Number 149
	Slide Number 150
	Slide Number 151
	Slide Number 152
	Slide Number 153
	Slide Number 154
	The Resilient Water Systems� Community of Practice (CoP)
	Slide Number 156
	Slide Number 157
	Slide Number 158
	Slide Number 159
	Continuing the Conversation: Water Quality & Climate Changes – How the work interconnects and can be integrated moving forward
	Climate Change and Disaster Impacts – Wildfires, Hurricanes, Floods
	Slide Number 162
	Slide Number 163
	Slide Number 164
	Slide Number 165
	Slide Number 166
	Slide Number 167
	Slide Number 168
	Slide Number 169
	Slide Number 170
	Slide Number 171
	Slide Number 172
	Slide Number 173
	Slide Number 174
	Slide Number 175
	Slide Number 176



