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CHIYOME L. FUKINO, M.|
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

STATE OF HAWAII

In reply, please refer to:

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH . File: EHAMHEER Office
P.0. Box 3378 _
. HONOLULU, HA\%AM 96801-3378 . 03-114 KK
May 16, 2003
TO: ~ Laurence K. Lau, Deputy Director

Environmental Health Administration

FROM: Chiyome L. Fukino, M.D.. W
" Director of Health

SUBJECT: DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY FOR STATE RESPONSE AUTHORITY
PURSUANT TO 128D-4, H.R.S. '

| hereby delegate to you the authority to act consistent with the state contingency
plan, to remove or arrange for the removal of, and provide for remedial action relating to
such hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant at any time, including its removal
from any contaminated natural resources, or take any other response measure
consistent with the state contingency plan which you deem necessary to protect the
public health or welfare or the environment.

In performance of this delegation, you may:

(1) Issue an administrative order or conduct any other enforcement or
compliance activities necessary to compel any known responsible party or
parties to take appropriate removal or remedial action necessary to protect
the public health and safety and the environment;

(2) Upon determining that there may be an imminent and substantial
endangerment to the public health or welfare or the environment because of
an actual or threatened release of a hazardous substance, issue without a
hearing, such orders as may be necessary to protect the public health,
welfare, and the environment;

(3) Solicit the cooperation of responsible parties prior to issuing an order to
encourage voluntary cleanup efforts; and, if necessary, negotiate
enforcement agreements with responsible parties to conduct needed
response actions according to deadlines established in'compliance orders or
settlement agreements;



May 16, 2003
Page 2

(4) Undertake those investigations, monitoring, surveys, testing, sampling, and
other information gathering necessary to identify the existence, source,
nature, and extent of the hazardous substances or pollutants or contaminants
involved and the extent of danger to the public health or welfare or to the
environment;

(5) Perform any necessary removal or remedial actions so as to abate any -
immediate danger to the public health or welfare or to the environment; and

(6) Contract the services of appropriate organizations to perform the actions set
forth in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), (4), and (5).

. 21 2003
Dated: Honolulu, Hawaii, MAF <1 )

R i {

CHIYDME L. FUKINO
Director of Health
State of Hawaii




LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR

MAJOR GENERAL ROBERT G. F. LEE
DIRECTOR OF CIVIL DEFENSE

EDWARD T. TEIXEIRA Sl
VIGE DIRECTOR OF CIViL. DEFENSE I
STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL DEFENSE
3949 DIAMOND HEAD ROAD
HONOLULY, HAWAII 96816-4495

May 27, 2003

TO: Hawaii State Emergency Response Commission

FROM: Edward T. Teixeira
Vice Director of£1vil Defense

SUBJECT: May 29, 2003, HSERC MEETING

[ am not able to attend the May 29, 2003, HSERC meeting due to a conflicting schedule.

I hereby appoint Clement H.M. Jung from State Civil Defense to represent me at the above
meeting with all the rights as a voting member.

PHONE (808) 733-4300
FAX (808) 733-4287



NELSON B. BEFITEL

LINDA LINGLE
DIRECTOR

GOVERNOR

COLLEEN Y. LaCLAIR
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

HAWAII OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH DIVISION
830 PUNCHBOWL STREET
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 96813

May 28, 2003

Mr. Larry Lau, Chairperson

Hawaii State Emergency Response Commission
Department of Health

919 Ala Moana Boulevard

Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Dear Mr. Lau:

I will not be able to attend the HSERC meeting of May 29, 2003. However, | am
designating Mr. Tin Shing Chao as my alternate with all voting powers.

Sincerely, '

Néy%;i/z%ta, M%er

Occupational Health Branch



From: "Laurence Lau" <LKLau@mail.health.state.hi.us>

To: "Denis Shimamoto" <dshimamoto@eha.health.state.hi.us>
Subject: Re: HSERC Meeting

Date sent: Tue, 27 May 2003 12:55:19 -1000

Organization: Hawaii State Dept. of Health

Dennis:

| intend to be there. | will be flying in from Hilo that morning. If the
plane is on time, | should make it ok. If not, I'll call.

LKL

----- Original Message -----

From: "Denis Shimamoto" <dshimamoto @ eha.health.state.hi.us>
To: others

<lklau@maijl.health.state.hi.us>

Sent: Tuesday, May 27, 2003 8:01 AM

Subject: HSERC Meeting

> Just a reminder. There will be an HSERC Meeting on May 29 2003 at
9:00 am on the

> 5th floor at 919 Ala Moana Blvd., Honolulu, Hawaii 96814 lf you

can’t attend, be sure to

> send an alternate with a letter stating so. Aloha.

Printed for Denis Shimamoto, 27 May 2003, 13:07 Page 1 of 1



Subject: Chris Takeno/ADMIN/HIDOT is out of the office.

From: Chris.Takeno@hawaii.gov
To: dshimamoto@eha.health.state.hi.us
Date sent: Wed, 28 May 2003 01:00:39 -1000

I will be out of the office starting 05/27/2003 and will not return until
06/03/2003. .

Printed for Denis Shimamoto, 28 May 2003, 6:54 Page 1 of 1
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March 21, 2003

=

APR - 42003

The Honorable Chiyome Fukino
Director of Health

Department of Health

P. O. Box 3378

Honolulu, Hawaii 96801

Dear Dr. Fukino:

RE: Hawaii State Emergency Response Commission (HSERC)
Representative from DLIR

| have designated Mr. Masayoshi Ogata, Environmental Health Specialist VI
(Branch Manager of the Occupational Health Branch), Hawaii Occupational Safety and
Health Division, as my representative to the Hawaii State Emergency Response
Commission effective this date.

Mr. Ogata can be contacted via e-mail, masayoshi.ogata@osha.gov or by
telephone at (808) 586-9090.

Sincerely,

Wt t!

NELSON B. BEFITEL

c: Denis M. Shimamoto
HSERC Coordinator



CHIYOME L. FUKINO, M.D.
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

UNDALNGLE | _
GOVERNOR OF HAWALL IEUTENANT
OFFIC

STATE OF HAWAI I In reply, please tefer to:

. MENT OF HEALTH HEER OFFICE
03 MAY 20 A9 57 DEPART A : .

P.O. BOX 3378
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96801

HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
MEETING #51

Thursday, May 29, 2003 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Department of Health
919 Ala Moana Boulevard, Fifth Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

AGENDA

1)9:00 Call to Order Laurence K. Lau, Deputy Director for Environmental Health
Opening Remarks :
Approval of Minutes from Mtg #50

2)9:15 LEPC Updates John Bowen, Hawaii LEPC Representative
Clifford Ikeda, Kauai LEPC Representative
Scott Kekuewa, Maui LEPC Representative
Carter Davis, Oahu LEPC Representative

3)9:45 2003 NASTTPO Conference Carter Davis, Oahu LEPC Representative

4) 10:00 HMEP Planning Grant/Training Classes Clem Jung, SCD

5) 10:15 EPA Update ~ Mike Ardito, EPA Region IX
10:30 Break |
6) 10:45 HSERC/LEPC Budget Denis Shimamoto, HEER Office, DOH
- 7)11:00 Tier II Update | . ' Maféha Graf, HEER Office, Dept. of Health

8) 11:15 Chemical/Bio Sanipling Training for :
: First Responders Elizabeth Galvez, HEER Office, DOH

9) 11:30 Other Business

10) 11:45 Schedule next HSERC meeting



Denis Shimamoto

From: "Nakai, Leland A" <L Nakai@co.honolulu.hi.us>

To: "Denis Shimamoto (E-mail)" <dshimamoto@eha.health.state.hi.us>
Copies to: "Carter Davis (E-mail)" <hazmat@hawaii.rr.com>

Subject: HSERC Agenda ‘

Date sent: Fri, 2 May 2003 14:59:54 -1000

Denis,

A reminder to place us on the HSERC agenda for a 2003 NASTTPO presentation.

L eland

Printed for Denié Shimamoto, 5 May 2003, 7:51 Page 1 of 1



Denis Shimamoto

From: "Nakai, Leland A" <LNakai@co.honolulu.hi.us>

To: ’Denis Shimamoto’ <dshimamoto@eha.health.state.hi.us>
Subject: RE: HSERC Agenda
Date sent: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 07:48:27 -1000

Update on Tier 2 project.

----- Original Message-----

From: Denis Shimamoto [mailto:dshimamoto @ eha.health.state.hi.us]

Sent: Thursday, April 10, 2003 7:13 AM ,

To: jebowen @ gte.net; blackburi001 @ hawaii.rr.com; hazmat @ hawaii.rr.com;
cikeda@kauaigov.com; Inakai@ co.honoluiu.hi.us;

cmartin @ eha.health.state.hi.us; ardito.michael @epamail.epa.gov;
kkawaoka @eha.health.state.hi.us Subject: HSERC Agenda

If you have any agenda items for the May 29, 2003 HSERC meeting, please
let me know by May 15, 2003. Aloha.

Printed for Denis Shimamoto, 10 Apr 2003, 7:59 Page 1 of 1



Denis Shimamoto

Date sent: Thu, 10 Apr 2003 11:26:47 -0700

From: Ardito.Michael@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: Re: HSERC Agenda

To: Denis Shimamoto <dshimamoto @eha.health.state.hi.us>

U.S. EPA Update and Presentation

See you next month!

Denis Shimamoto

<dshimamoto@eha.health.s To:
jebowen @ gte.net, blackburj001 @hawaii.rr.com,
tate hi.us>

hazmat@hawaii.rr.com, cikeda @ kauaigov.com,

Inakai@co.honolulu.hi.us,

04/10/2003 10:12 AM
cmartin @eha.health.state.hi.us, Michael

Ardito/R9/USEPA/US @EPA,

kkawaoka @eha.health.state.hi.us
cc:
Subject: HSERC

Agenda

If you have any agenda items for the May 29, 2003 HSERC meeting, please
let me know by May 15, 2003. Aloha.

Printed for Denis Shimamoto, 10 Apr 2003, 8:48 Page 1 of 1



May 29, 2003
- HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
DRAFT FY 04 FUNDS DISTRIBUTION
TIER II Funds
After deduction for HSERC operational expenses, the balance of the TIER II funds in the
amount of $66,947.00 are proposed to be dispersed in the following manner: a base of
$5.,000.00 and the balance on the percentage of TIER II reporting facﬂlty in each

emergency planning district.

Honolulu $5,000 + .465($46,947)=L$5,000 +$21,831=$26,831

~ Hawaii $5,000 +.247($46,947)=$5,000 + $11,595=3$16,595
Maui ' $‘5,000 +.166($46,947)=$5,000 + $7,793 =$12,793
Kauai $5,000} .122($46,947)=$5,000 + $5,728 =$10,728

Haiardous Materials Emergency Preparednessv- ( HMEP) Planning Grant Project

Distribution amount of $53,758.00 is based on last years’ grant amount of $43,006.00
: and the 20% match of $10,752.00 from HSERC

The proposed HMEP Planmng Grant funds dlstnbutlon is essentially the same as
approved for FY 03.

‘Honolulu $20,000.00
Hawaii - $14,000.00
Maui $ 9,500.00

Kauai $10,258.00



May 29, 2003

HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION

DRAFT FY 04 BUDGET

Available Funds for FY 04: $86,200.00
To attend LEPC meetings: $ 3,900.00
M2K HazMat Explo 2003: $ 1,545.00
NASTTPO Convention in Maine  $3,056.00

20% Match for the HMEP Planning Grant: $10,752.00
(based on last years grant amount of $43,006.00)

Funds available for distribution to the LEPCs:

$86,200.00
- 3,900.00
- 1,545.00
- 3,056.00
-10.752.00

$66.947.00

TIER II'Reporting Facilities by Counties (cumulative):

- City and County of Honolulu: 430 (46.5%)
County of Maui: 154  (16.6%)
County of Hawaii: ' 228  (24.7%)
County of Kauai 113 (12.2%)



May 1, 2003

To: Curtis Martin i

From: Denis M. Shimamoto

Subject: - FY 04 HSERC Budget

Collections from the TIER II Reports:
Total $86,200
The total includes $14,116 reimbursement from the State Civil Defense in FY 03
for an HMEP project.

HSERC Expenses:
To attend LEPC meetings: $3,900
M2K HazMat Explo 2003: $1,545
NASTTPO Convention in Maine $3.056

20% Match for the HMEP Planning Grant: $10,752
(Based on last years grant of $43,006)

Funds available for distribution to the LEPCs:
$86,200
‘3’900
-1,545

-3,056
-10,752

$66,947

TIER II Reporting Facilities by Counties (cumulative):

* City and County of Honolulu: 430 (46.5%)
County of Maui: 154 (16.6%)
County of Hawaii: 228  (24.7%)

County of Kauai: ' 113 (12.2%)



Tab F P;oject Narrative for Upcoming Activities
Planning Grant
The plaﬁning grant funds will be used for the following activities.
1. Annual HazMat Exercises for each of the LEPCs.
2. Update of Emergency Operation Plans
3. LEPC Support '
4. M2K HazMat Explo 2003 Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada, November 17-21, 2003

5. National Association of SARA III Program Officials (NASTTPQ) Convention in Maine, April
2004

Since Hawaii is an island state, meeting to share and discuss information involves substantial traveling.

HSERC meetings are held quarterly. Each LEPC should follow a similar schedule. A representative from
each of the LEPCs attends each HSERC meeting. The HEPCRA Coordinator, and a State On Scene
Coordinator with primary responsibility for the county, attends each LEPC meeting. Each county
encompasses different islands. The only way to reach another island, in a timely manner, is by air. In the
Fiscal Year 03-04, a one-way coupon cost $60.00; a car rental coupon cost $35.00; meal allowance of
$20.00 and parking of $10.00.

" LEPC Meetings
Airfare: We are planning for four meetings annually. There are four counties. Two HEER
representatives fly to twelve of the sixteen meetings. 2 x 12 x $120=$2,880.00
Rental Car: 12 meetings x $35=$420.00
Meal Allowance: 2 x 12 x $20=$480.00
Parking: 12 x $10=$120.00
Total: $3,900.00 ~
M2K HazMat Explo 2002 Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada, November 17-21, 2003
Airfare: $500.00
Registration: $95.00
Per diem: 7 x $130.00=$910.00
Fare from airport to hotel: 2 x $20.00=$40.00
Total: $1,545.00

National Association of SARA III Program Officials (NASTTPQ) Convention in Maine, April 2004
Airfare: $1500.00
Registration: $300.00
Per diem: 7 x $130.00=$910.00
Fare from airport to hotel: 2 x $20.00-$40.00
Estimated lodging is $116.00 per day. Excess expense for lodging: 6 x $51 00=$306.00
Total: $3 056.00

The total cost for the HSERC and LEPC activities for the year is $8,501.00.
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

S0 e
z n % REGION IX
5 N7 & 75 Hawthorne Street
%M N San Francisco, CA 94105

%meﬁc&
U.S. EPA Update for Hawai’i SERC

Meeting on January 23, 2003 in Honolulu

Site Security for Chemical Facilities _
EPA completed visits to seven high-risk chemical facilities in California to examine site
security. The voluntary visits began November 6 and were completed by December 3.
We provided input for a national briefing on this issue for Administrator Christine
Whitman earlier this month.

Homeland Security Research Center
EPA has a new Homeland Security Research Center located in Cincinnati, Ohio. Timothy
Oppelt is currently detailed as the director. EPA’s research on homeland security will
develop the scientific foundations to provide decision makers with the understanding and
tools necessary to prevent or manage a range of potentlal threats. Research and
development efforts will focus on:

- Evaluating, characterizing, and developing tools that can be used to detect, contain,
decontaminate, and manage hazardous chemical and biological materials purposefully
introduced into structures, drinking water or the environment.

- Conducting rapid risk assessments of existing or potential terrorist events (for

- example, the World Trade Center) to accurately characterize risks to the public and
emergency response personnel in a timely manner; and

- Providing advice, guidance, and scientific expertise to emergency response personnel
decision makers, and government officials on homeland security issues.

CEPPO Web Site: _
EPA’s newly re-designed CEPPO Web site was launched on Oct. 18. The material has
been reorganized on the web to make it easier to find information, please check out:
http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/index.html

CAMEQO: A new, expanded, faster CAMEO system is now available by downloading
from the following Web
site:http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/index.html

Recent EPA Publications of Interest
Publications are available at “What’s New’ on the EPA Chemical Emergency
Preparedness and Prevention website:

http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/index.html or from the Information .
Hotline at 1-800-424-9346.

EPA’s Regional Response Center
EPA’s office in San Francisco is completing its new Regional Response Center with
plans to be operable by the end of January.

ERT WEST
U.S. EPA’s new Environmental Response Team West will be located in Las Vegas,
Nevada and the facility will officially open on February 6. This team will be the western
branch of EPA’s ERT located in Edison, New Jersey.



EPCRA and RMP Call Center
1-800-424-9346 (M-F, 9-5 ET) or www.epa. gov/epaoswer/hothne
e-mail:epacallcenter @bah.com

U.S. EPA Regional Spill Hotline Number: (415) 947-4400

Upcoming Conference
The annual conference of the National Association of SARA Title III Program Officials
(NASTTPO) will be held April 22- 25 in Oklahoma City.

CEPP Program Contact for EPA Region 9 (Pacific Southwest Region)
For more information about U.S. EPA’s Chemical Emergency Preparedness and
Prevention program for Hawai’i, please contact Mike Ardito at (415) 972-3081 or by
email at ardito.michael @epa.gov
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Dear Readers,

When I joined EPA as Regional Administrator in the fall of 2001, I did so in the
belief that everyone should be able to enjoy a healthy environment.

I have been inspired by the shared commitment of my colleagues at EPA to real-
ize that vision. By focusing on vigorous enforcement of our laws, effective collabora-
tion, and measurable results, we've set a clear course for our goal of cleaner air, purer
water, and better protected lands in the Pacific Southwest.

Our 2003 Progress Report looks at the accomplishments of EPA and its partners
in the past year and highlights the challenges before us in our diverse communities
and ecosystems. As the map in the back of this report shows, our responsibilities
span the globe from the Pacific islands of Guam and Palau to the tribal lands of
Arizona.

The importance and the complexity of the problems we face are well known.
Straightforward solutions are often elusive, and reaching consensus on the best
choices requires patience and dedication. The new demands of homeland security —
through protection of vital infrastructure and emergency preparedness — must also be
fully addressed. These challenges are at the core of our day-to-day efforts, and they
require the resources and creative thinking of all of our partners — state, local and
tribal governments, industry, and environmental advocacy groups.

The pressures buffeting California’s San Joaquin Valley illustrate the urgency and
intricacy of creating such solutions. Long one of the world’s most productive agricul-
tural areas, the valley has felt the strain of growth. Air quality is some of the worst
in the nation, and asthma rates are high — particularly among children. Water quali-
ty and quantity are a constant issue made particularly difficult by drought. It’s clear
that solving these problems will require the efforts of everyone with a stake in a
healthy San Joaquin Valley.

EPA contributes to these solutions in a variety of ways. One of the most valuable
is facilitating communication and coordination among the agencies, organizations
and communities that come together to tackle such challenges. And while we
always encourage voluntary measures and new apprdaches that go beyond simple
compliance with the law, we rely on strong enforcement to ehsure that minimum
standards are met and that the playing field is even for all.

This report is one way westrive to articulate the challenges before us and the
progress we’re making to the people we serve. Through stoties and numbers, we have
tried to characterize these health and environmental issues and to demonstrate the
results being achieved by EPA and its partners. We hope you find these challenges
and solutions as compelling as we do.

Mt

Wayne Nastri
Regional Administrator
EPA Pacific Southwest Region
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Despite long-term  progress
toward clean air, the Los
Angeles area’s peak ozone
(smog) levels were still the
nation’s highest in 2002. The
San Joaquin Valley has had
almost as many days with
unhealthy ozone as the Los
Angeles area, though at lower

peak levels.

Metro Areas Improve; San Joaquin Valley Faces Challenges

In 2002, progress toward cleaner air continued in all major metropolitan
areas of the Pacific Southwest. EPA works with state and tribal govern-
ments, as well as local or regional air districts, to help keep them on
track toward meeting (or continuing to meet) health-based standards on
six major air pollutants regulated under the federal Clean Air Act.
Nearly all areas now meet the health standards for nitrogen oxides (a
contributor to smog), sulfur dioxide, lead, and carbon monoxide; most
areas meet, or are close to meeting, the ozone (smog) and particulate
(dust and soot) standards. (For a status report on major air basins in the
Pacific Southwest, see the matrix on the facing page, and the ozone/par-
ticulate graphs on the following pages.)

While population in the Pacific Southwest has grown 84% since
1970, motor vehicle usage — the number of vehicle-miles traveled — has
leaped by 177% (see graph, p. 6). Newer cars and trucks emit far less
pollution than 1970s models, but they still account for about half the
smog-forming emissions in the region’s air.




Phoenix has gone five years without
violating the health standard. EPA is
reviewing states vehicle inspection and
maintenance (Smog Check) plan.

Particulates
(dust, smoke particles,
aerosols)

EPA approved state’s “serious” area clean
air attainment plan, including fugitive dust
and agriculture best management
practices rules, in July 2002

Air Quality Status of Air Basins in the Pacific Southwest

Carbon Monoxide
(C0), Nitrogen Oxides (NOx),
Sulfur Dioxide (S02)

Phoenix has gone five years without
violating the CO health standard. The
state is working on a plan to maintain
clean air. Phoenix meets NOx and S02
standards.

Meets clean air standard.

Bullhead City and Payson met clean air
standard in June 2002. EPA now
reviewing draft plan to maintain clean air
for Ajo and Paul Spur.

EPA iis reviewing six SO2 clean air
maintenance plans. Three are expected to
get quick approval because smelters that
were major sources have shut down and
dismantled. Meets NOx standard.

The areais classitied as a “transitional"
nonattainment area. The county beli it

EPA certified that county would have
ined clean air Jord in 1994 if not

would attain health standard without cross-
border air pollution from Mexico.

for cross-border air pollution from
Mexico. EPA working with local air

district on a new particulate plan.

Meets clean air standards, except for
CO, which is being addressed in border
planning efforts with Mexico.

In the Sacramento area, the number of days
with unhealthy ozone has declined.
Enhanced Smog Check requirement has
been extended to area vehicles. The area is
classified as “severe,” with an attainment
date of 2005. The next step for Sacramento
is to revise its motor vehicle emissions
estimate in 2003 using the latest data, and
make appropriate revisions to the area's
ozone attainment plan.

EPA certified in Feb. 2002 that the
Sacramento area has met the standard.

Meets clean air standards.

The portion of San Bernardino County
within the Los Angeles South Coast

Air Basin is classified as "extreme”
nonattainment for the ozone standard

The South Coast Air Quality Management
District is revising its ozone plan using new
data. The central portion of the county is a
"severe" nonattainment area.

EPA certified in Feb. 2002 that San
Bernardino County attained the clean air
standard.

Meets clean air standards.

Attained clean air standard. EPA is
working with air district to approve clean
air maintenance plan for ozone.

Meets clean air standard.

Meets clean air standards.

Bay Area has two years of data meeting
health standard. in 2003, EPA is reviewing
area's 2001 ozone plan, which projects
clean air attainment in 2006, Revised
ozone plan is due 4/15/2004

Meets clean air standard.

Meets clean air standard.

Local air district says clean air attainment
will not be reached by 2005. Area may
be reclassified to “extreme” area.
Enhanced Smog Check requirement has
been extended to vehicles in Valley.

EPA working with state/local agencies to
develop new “serious” area clean air
attainment plan. Previous plan withdrawn
inFeb. 2002.

Meets clean air standards.

Attained clean air standard. EPA is
working with air district to approve clean
air maintenance plan for ozone.

Meets clean air standard

Meets clean air standards.

EPA assisted state/local agencies
preparing revised ozone plan. Currently
classified as the only "extreme”
nonattainment area in the nation.

EPA assisted state/local agencies in
revising clean air attainment plan.

LA met clean air standard for CO every
day in 2002. EPA assisted state/local
agencies in revising CO and NOx
attainment plans.

Meets clean air standard.

Peak 24-hour particulate levels exceed
clean air standard. EPA has proposed

to approve the county's "serious" area plan.

Meets clean air standards.
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The Los Angeles area (the
red line) has made great
progress toward clean air in
the past decade; the San
Joaquin Valley faces signifi-
cant challenges in meeting air

quality goals.

California’s San Joaquin Valley

The San Joaquin Valley’s air quality meets nei-
ther the ozone nor the particulate health stan-
dards, and conditions have not improved as
much as in other areas over the past decade.
The San Joaquin Valley now has almost as
many unhealthy ozone days per year as the Los
Angeles area (see line graph below).

Particulate pollution aggravates asthma,
which is a major health problem in San
Joaquin Valley children. One in six children in
Fresno County suffers from asthma — twice the
rate of Los Angeles County.

There are many contributors to the
valley’s air pollution. First, the valley is sur-
rounded by mountains, which trap the air and
its pollution near the valley floor. Second,
increasing urbanization in the valley has
brought more motor vehicles, adding to the
existing pollution from cars and diesel trucks,
buses and irrigation pumps. Third, increasing
numbers of dairy cows in the valley have
added smog-forming volatile organic com-
pounds (VOCs) and ammonia to the air.
Fourth, dust from plowing and smoke from
burning agricultural waste continue as sources
of particulate pollution.

The valley’s air district has notified EPA

that the area will miss a 2005 deadline for
achieving the national health standard for

ozone. The situation has raised increasing con-
cern among valley residents, as well as with
the California Air Resources Board (ARB),
EPA, and the local air district.

Since the San Joaquin Valley’s particulate
pollution levels failed to attain the national
health standard by a 12/31/2001 deadline,
EPA is working with ARB and the local air
district as they draft a plan to reduce particu-
lates or their precursors by 5% each year until
the standard is reached. Over the last few
years, Fresno and Bakersfield, two major cities
in the valley, have recorded particulate levels

30-35% above the health standard.

Valley Solutions

Addressing this escalating public health prob-
lem is one of EPA's top priorities. In addition
to doubling the number of staff devoted to the
issue, the Pacific Southwest Regional Office is
working with San Joaquin Valley citizens and
governmental organizations to find innovative
ways to help them meet federal clean air stan-
dards more quickly.

As one step toward cleaner air in the
valley, EPA is moving ahead to issue permits
regulating large, stationary diesel irrigation
pumps. Under the federal Clean Air Act, a
major stationary source of air pollution must
obtain a permit from regulators. Because
California exempts this equipment, EPA must

¥

Air Quality Trends, 1992 - 2001: South Coast vs. San Joaquin Valley
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step in as permitting
authority until the
state ends the exemp-
tion. Without state
action, operators of
the big diesel irriga-
tion pumps would be
required to apply for
permits by May 2003.
Other major agricul-
tural air pollution
sources would need
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to apply by August 1,
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under the federal Farm Bill’s Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), to secure
funding that will assist farmers to install new,
cleaner pump engines. This effort is part of
EPA’s commitment to help the valley achieve
clean air.

Other major sources of particulate
pollution include diesel engines that drive
heavy-duty trucks, tractors, bulldozers, and
buses; dust from plowing and unpaved roads;
and smoke from burning agricultural waste and
home fireplaces.

Los Angeles Area Milestone: No
Unhealthy Carbon Monoxide Days

Although EPA has not yet made its official
finding, California’s South Coast Air Basin,
including Los Angeles, reached a major mile-
stone by finishing 2002 without a single day of
carbon monoxide (CO) exceeding the national
health standard — a tremendous improvement
from the more than 100 days per year of
unhealthy CO levels logged in the mid-1970s.
Cleaner-burning reformulated gasoline, in use
for the last ten years, and cleaner-burning new
car engines, which generate only 1/23 as much

CO as 1970 cars, are credited with the

improvement.

However, the Los Angeles area still has a
long way to go to meet the ozone health stan-
dard. In 2002, EPA worked with ARB and the
South Coast Air Quality Management District
to revise its plans to continue reducing ozone
and particulate levels.

Partnerships for Cleaner Air

EPA provides funding for state, local, and trib-
al clean air programs through grants and coop-
erative agreements — over 200 grants last year,
totaling over $32 million. EPA also provides
technical support for air monitoring; works
with states, tribes, local governments, and
non-governmental organizations to promote
cleaner indoor air; and works with Mexican
government agencies on U.S. — Mexico Border
air issues. Efforts by EPA and partner agencies

in 2002 included:

Air Monitoring

e EPA is providing technical support and
funding for all state and local air districts
to monitor PM2.5 — tiny, harmful parti-
cles, mostly aerosolized liquids, under 2.5

CLEAN AIR

Graph shows trend toward
fewer days with unhealthy
smog levels in Pacific
Southwest urban areas. San
Joaquin Valley, both rural

and urban, is an exception.

-

Number of days exceeding the National Ozone Standard
(0.12 parts per million 1-hour concentration)
at one or more monitors.

Days Exceeding I-hour Standard

Air Quality Trends in Larger Population Areas, 1992 - 2001
OZONE (Smog) * National I-hour Standard

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA, CA

LAS VEGAS, NV
HONOLULU, HI

Source: EPA's Air Quality System Database
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Population in the Pacific
Southwest has nearly doubled
since 1970, but motor

vehicle use has almost tripled.

micrometers in diameter, which penetrate
deep into the lungs. The new national
particulate health standard, being phased
in over the next two years, measures
PM2.5. The earlier standard measures
PM10, which consists of larger (but still
microscopic) particles.

EPA is setting up a National Air Toxics
Monitoring Program, with air sampling
sites in San Jose, Calif., Pearl City,
Hawaii, Clark County, Nev., and
Maricopa County, Ariz. Dioxin and
mercury monitoring is underway in the
San Francisco Bay Area; EPA is also
monitoring for pesticides in McFarland in
the southern San Joaquin Valley.

i )
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e EPA issued grants to 26 Indian tribes in
the Pacific Southwest to help the tribes
develop their own capacity to regulate air
pollution. As of late 2002, these tribes
had deployed air monitoring equipment at
23 sites.

o The California Air Resources Board
(ARB) operates air monitoring stations in
the Mexican border cities of Tijuana,
Rosarito, Tecate, Mexicali, and Calexico.
ARB is also deploying particulate sam-
plers in Mexicali and Imperial County to
study cross-border particulate pollution.

e The Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality (ADEQ) is work-
ing with Mexican officials in cities
adjacent to Arizona to set up monitoring
systems and identify pollution sources.

e EPA’s AIRNOW real-time ozone mapping
and forecasts are now available online not
only for major urban areas in the Pacific

Southwest Region, but for many other
areas, including Reno, Nev., and the
Mojave Desert, Calif. — to access, go to
www.epa.gov/airnow .

Indoor Air

e EPA awarded nine indoor radon grants to
the following state and tribal agencies to
reduce the threat of lung cancer from
naturally-occuring but radioactive radon
gas: Calif. Dept. of Health, Ariz.
Radiation Regulatory Agency, Nevada
Radiological Health Section, Guam EPA,
Navajo Nation, Hopi Tribe, Inter-tribal
Council of Arizona, Ely (Nev.) Shoshone
Tribe, Yerington (Nev.) Paiute Tribe.

EPA awarded five grants, totaling
$123,000, to support work by American
Lung Association affiliates and other
organizations on asthma and related
indoor environmental conditions. The
programs include “Open Airways for
Schools,” EPA’s “Indoor Air Quality Tools
for Schools,” and in-home education on
asthma triggers.

For more information on indoor air haz-
ards, including tobacco smoke and toxic
molds resulting from floods and roof leaks,

go to EPA’s Web site, at
www.epa.gov/air/indoorair .

Preventing Pollution
e EPA worked with California’s South

Coast air district to inspect facilities that
use halogenated solvent degreasers, which
cause toxic air emissions when they
evaporate. The inspections found eight
violators, and all were required to comply

. immediately with federal standards. The
district revised its regulation on such
degreasers, a move that is expected to cut
air emissions an incredible 98.8%, from
297 tons/year to just 3.65 tons/year.

EPA worked with the South Coast air
district to further develop its RECLAIM
program, an innovative system that allows
pollution sources to buy and sell emission
reduction credits. This provides an incen-
tive for companies to take the most
cost-effective pollution control measures,
reducing overall pollution while allowing
economic growth.

e EPA is providing financial and technical
support for a demonstration project at the
Port of Long Beach to retrofit 50 diesel
yard tractors with diesel oxidation
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catalysts. EPA and the California Air U.S.-Mexico Border Air Issues
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by 80 percent.

causing the county’s air to reach unhealthy

Particulates Map Shows Just How Bad It Gets - and Where

The map shows which areas exceeded the national But in 2002 and 2003, PM levels are expected
health standard for particulates — dust, soot, and to drop markedly as a result of new dust control
aerosols, known as PMIO (particulate matter upto 10 measures. Under an agreement finalized in 2000
micrometers in size). The largest urban areas with between the local air district, Indian tribes,
unhealthy PM levels were Maricopa County (the California’s Air Resources Board, EPA, and the city of
Phoenix area), Clark County (the Las Vegas area),and  Los Angeles, the city installed many miles of water
the eastern edge of the Los Angeles air basin. pipe on portions of the lakebed, with hundreds of

The highest overall PM levels were inthe Owens  sprinkler-like outlets to spread water widely, but just
Valley, Calif., where windblown dust from the Owens  aninch or so deep.
Dry Lake bed have produced the nation’s worst The water is part of the Owens River flow that
particulate air pollution. Dust storms, which kick up originally fed the lake, but until 2001 was diverted into
toxic minerals like arsenic, started when the lake dried  the aqueduct. It's not enough to recreate the lake, but
up around 1930, in part due to water diversions from it’s enough to greatly reduce the dust — a health
the Owens River to the Los Angeles Aqueduct. benefit for residents of the Owens Valley.

Particulates (PM-10)
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levels of ozone and particulates. Any solution
must be cooperative and binational.

In April 2002, EPA and its Mexican coun-
terpart, SEMARNAT, convened a team of
energy experts in Mexicali, Baja California, to
find ways to ensure that new energy projects in
the border area comply with applicable
environmental regulations and prevent unac-
ceptable impacts to border communities. In
November, President Bush and Mexico’s
President Fox announced a new effort by both
nations to address transboundary air pollution
through enhanced cooperation. The strategy
they agreed on will trigger pilot projects to
evaluate market trading, emission reduction
credit programs, and binational management
of airsheds.

EPA continued to work closely with local
governments, advocating for investment in
local projects such as one to control road dust
by paving streets in the border city of Agua
Prieta, Sonora, Mexico. Also, EPA invested in
binational projects such as the development of
an air emissions inventory for the border
region of Mexico, a bilingual border energy
Web site, and an extensive air monitoring
network along the border. Negotiations are
underway with the municipalities of Mexicali,
Tijuana, and Rosarito to assume operation and
maintenance of the air monitoring networks in
these areas. -

Innovative Approach in Arizona
Means More Power, Less Pollution

The Tucson Electric Power Company’s coal-
fired electric power plant in Springerville,
Ariz., is located in the eastern part of the state
near the Arizona-New Mexico border. Early in
2001, Tucson Electric Power came to EPA to
discuss a draft operating permit application

- for an expansion plan that included an

emissions cap for two existing units and two
proposed units, which would double the facili-
ty’s capacity, increasing it from 400 to 800
megawatts.

On April 29, 2002, after a year of negotia-
tions between EPA and TEP that were facili-
tated by former Arizona Governor Jane D.
Hull, the agency and the company reached
agreement on a permit proposal that would
allow the expansion while greatly reducing
overall emissions from the facility. EPA
Regional Administrator Wayne Nastri and Jim
Pignatelli, CEO for TEP, joined the governor
in acknowledging the successful collaboration
with the Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality.

The cooperative agreement provides flexi-
bility to the company as well as emission
reductions. The agreement represents a major
reduction in emissions — almost 50% less
sulfur dioxide (10,800 tons per year vs.
18,800) and 20% less nitrogen oxides (9,600
tons per year vs. 11,660). The settlement also
accelerates the reductions to the date of
startup of the new units, delivering cleaner air
to the Colorado plateau five years earlier than
required under the Clean Air Act.

Enforcement and Compliance

EPA works with state, local, and tribal
agencies to provide compliance assistance

to regulated businesses and facilities, and to
enforce the laws to deter violations, deny
violators any financial gain from noncompli-
ance, and make substantial reductions in
pollutants released into the air we breathe.

® Chrome plating shops are generally small

businesses, but some release toxic
chromium into the air. EPA compiled a
manual for both plating shop operators
and government inspectors on compli-
ance with the “Maximum Achievable
Control Technology” (MACT) regula-
tion for chrome platers. EPA inspectors
then used the manual to train state and
local inspectors in Arizona and Hawaii.

A legal settlement with Unocal over
emissions of smog-forming gases from its
Los Angeles ship loading terminal result-
ed in reduced emissions of 540 tons/year.
The facility also paid a $1.75 million
penalty for exceeding air emissions '
permit limits, the third highest civil
penalty ever collected by EPA’s Pacific
Southwest Region for violations of the
Clean Air Act. Unocal’s facility failed to
install and operate control equipment to
reduce emissions of smog-forming com-
pounds when loading oil tankers.

Cal-Nev Pipeline, owner/operator of Las
Vegas' largest bulk gasoline terminal, paid
$204,000 to settle Clean Air Act viola-
tions at its Las Vegas terminal — and
reduced smog-forming emissions by 85
tons/year. EPA and Clark County, Nev.,
worked closely to reach the agreement.
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Under the federal BEACH
Act of 2000, EPA issues grants
to coastal states to help them
develop beach bacteria stan-
dards and systems to notify the

public when swimming, wading,

and surfing are unsafe due to

bacterial contamination.

Protecting Beaches in the Pacific Southwest

EPA, States Focus on Beach Pollution

Hundreds of millions of people each year visit the coastal beaches of
EPA’s Pacific Southwest Region — California, Hawaii, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, and Guam. These
coastlines attract visitors from across the nation and around the world,
making tourism the number one industry in Hawaii and other coastal
areas. Increased monitoring of beach waters by Southern California
counties in the last couple of years has sometimes revealed bacterial

contamination, resulting in temporary beach closures. Raw sewage spills -

and polluted runoff are among the main causes. EPA, in concert with
state and local governments, is taking action to prevent such pollution,
protect public health, and keep beach waters clean.

The issue extends beyond environmental and health concerns.
When contamination is found, and beaches are closed, there are eco-
nomic losses to coastal businesses, as well as disappointed beachgoers.
The economy of coastal areas depends on clean waters and beaches. For
example, approximately 175 million visitors each year go to Southern
California beaches. Coastal tourism is a $54 billion per year industry in
California. At the same time, heavily urbanized Southern California




accounts for nearly half the nation’s pollution-
caused beach closures.

California beaches are a public resource.
The entire California coastline is open to
the public below the mean high tide line.
Beach water monitoring has shown that the
surf zone is subject to unseen bacterial pollu-
tion. The coastline is the end point for most
pollutants on urban streets in coastal counties,
from sewage spills and pet feces to engine oil
and trash. All of it washes downstream into
storm drains and creeks, and ultimately onto
beaches.

EPA and state and local governments
have a number of ways to combat coastal
pollution. Beach monitoring and public notifi-
cation programs identify problem areas and
warn beachgoers. State agencies set limits on
allowable pollutant discharges from many types
of sources, including industry, sewage treat-
ment facilities, urban stormwater systems, and
stormwater runoff from construction sites. EPA
works with states to assess water quality, devel-
op watershed-based plans, and establish prac-
tices that reduce pollutant loads and help
restore polluted waters. EPA also disburses
grant funds to state and local governments and
other organizations to enable them to carry out
their roles in these efforts.

The BEACH Act and

Islands to assist them in developing their water
quality monitoring and public notification
programs for coastal recreational beaches.
Under the BEACH Act, EPA established
performance targets for state and local beach
monitoring and notification. Governments
must demonstrate that they meet the perfor-
mance targets in order to qualify for new
grants in 2003. California and Hawaii already
had existing beach monitoring programs. EPA
grants are providing better documentation of
the states’ programs, and improving their
public notification process.

Also required under the BEACH Act is
state adoption of water quality standards —
maximum limits — on bacteria in beach waters.
The Act calls for the states to adopt their own
standards, subject to EPA approval. These will
be added to the standards already in effect for
over 100 other pollutants. EPA water quality
standards expert Phil Woods (see: EPA People,
p- 15) is helping California and Hawaii devel-
op protective, science-based standards for
bacteria indicators as well as other pollutants.

EPA, Regional Boards Take Action to Prevent
Sewage Spills
Some beach closures are caused by spills or

overflows from sewage collection systems. To
reduce these spills, EPA surveyed every coastal

CLEAN WATER

Opposite photo:

Jim Grove

The San Diego Regional
Water Quality Control
Board’s enforcement has
helped reduce sewage spills
and overflows in the 48 cities
and special districts in its

region.
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develop programs to
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quality at our nation’s
beaches and to notify
the public when
health hazards exist. 100
In 2001 and 2002,
EPA’s Pacific
Southwest Office
awarded grants total-
ing over $2 million to 0
California, Hawaii, 95
American Samoa,
Guam, and the
Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana ~ \_

300 -

150

Sewage Spills

50

Sewage Spills/Overflows in San Diego Region

Spills Over 1,000 Gallons

96 . 97 98- =99 500" 91 . 02

All years shown are fiscal years ending that year, i.e. "02" refers to the state fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2001 and ending June 30, 2002.

Source: San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board

~




CLEAN WATER

Waterfall on a coastal stream
near Shelter Cove,
Mendocino County, Calif.
Photo: David D. Schmidt

sewage system in southern California and
found many to be experiencing such spills.
Some systems had few sewage spills, while
others had hundreds. Only a small number of
these were directly responsible for beach clo-
sures, but it only takes one to close a beach for
several days. The others — usually on streets
and sidewalks, ultimately emptying into storm
drains, channels, and creeks — are also a hazard
to public health.

In 2001, EPA and the Los Angeles
Regional Water Quality Control Board (one
of nine state-appointed regional boards in
California that enforce state and federal clean
water laws) jointly sued Los Angeles to ensure
that the city takes additional measures to stop
sewage spills. In 2002, EPA also issued compli-
ance orders to the cities of San Diego, Laguna
Beach (Orange County) and Carpinteria
Sanitary District in Santa Barbara County,
requiring them to take similar actions to reduce

sewage spills. The orders require specific mea-
sures aimed at reducing the number and
volume of spills over a sustained period. The
orders are expected to help achieve measurable
reductions in sewage spills, to protect the
Southern California Coast and beaches.

The San Diego Regional Water Quality
Control Board had similar problems with
sewage spills in the 48 cities and special dis-
tricts that collect and treat sewage in its region.
In 1996, the San Diego Regional Board issued
a permit that requires cities and districts to:

¢ Control, terminate, and recover spilled
sewage and monitor impacts

e Correct problems that caused the spills
® Maintain spill prevention and response plans
® Maintain records of spills and responses

® Open their operations to Regional Board
inspectors

The Regional Board enforced the require-
ments of this permit, in some cases imposing
substantial penalties. Over the past seven years,
the number of significant sewer spills and over-
flows has dropped by 57%. Mindful of this
success, the Santa Ana and Central Coast
Regional Boards have taken similar actions.
EPA’s compliance orders complement the
regional boards’ actions by focusing on long-
term infrastructure upgrades.

Polluted Runoff and Stormwater

Several Southern California beaches and water-
sheds with coastal outlets are designated by the
State of California as “impaired” due to
excessive bacteria. To reduce bacterial contami-
nation to these waters and protect public
beaches, the state is required to identify sources
of bacteria and allocate amounts of pollutants
that these sources can discharge under the
Clean Water Act’s Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) program. EPA and the state are work-
ing together to develop bacteria TMDLs for
several impaired waterbodies, especially in
Southern California, including Santa Monica
Bay and San Diego Bay. Over time, TMDLs
can alleviate contamination of beaches from
controllable sources.

Another major challenge in dealing with
coastal pollution is stormwater. The term is
somewhat of a misnomer — it’s not just creek
and drain channel flows resulting from storms,
but any flow in a stormwater drainage system,
regardless of season. In the dry season, when
natural stream flows are reduced to a trickle,
stormwater flows might result from washing
cars, watering lawns, or spraying sidewalks,
streets, and parking lots. Runoff reaching a
beach from a creek or storm drain may be heav-
ily laden with bacteria from pet feces and other
litter.

Industrial sites, such as auto salvage yards,
can also pollute stormwater. In 2002, EPA and
the state’s regional water boards conducted
compliance inspections at several hundred
industrial sites subject to stormwater require-
ments. Sirice then, numerous followup actions
have been taken to ensure that these facilities
don’t pollute our waterways.




EPA Works with States and Tribes
to Ensure Safe Drinking Water

Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, EPA is
responsible for overseeing efforts by states,
tribes, and Pacific islands to ensure the safety
of their drinking water. Last year, this responsi-
bility grew to encompass protecting drinking
water supplies from potential terrorist threats.

Drinking Water and Homeland Security

EPA is actively engaged in homeland security
efforts to protect drinking water systems. EPA’s
primary focus is to assist utilities in their efforts
to conduct vulnerability assessments and
upgrade emergency response plans to address
terrorism issues. As part of this effort, EPA has
given a total of $10 million in grants to more
than 100 large drinking water utilities in the
Pacific Southwest. In addition, the agency has
an aggressive program to provide up-to-the-
minute information on Bioterrorism Act
requirements, federal activities, and state and
utility support through an ongoing series of
workshops. Eight of these have been conduct-
ed during the past year; eight more are planned
for the upcoming year.

EPA is coordinating efforts to train staff
from over 100 medium-sized utilities in vulner-
ability assessment methodologies to allow
them to comply with federal mandates and

increase their systems’ security. Grants have
also been given to state drinking water pro-
grams to assist in their security efforts. EPA is
working closely with states, tribes and drinking
water providers to ensure an integrated and
complete effort. EPA staff are providing sup-
port to both federal and local utility efforts in
security research and enhancement, including
participation on American Water Works
Association and AWWA Research Foundation
security advisory groups.

Grants Fund Drinking Water Improvements
for Hopi and Navajo Tribes

During a September 2002 tour of the Hopi and
Navajo Reservations in the northern Arizona
area, EPA Regional Administrator Wayne
Nastri announced $5 million in drinking water
grants for the Navajo Nation and the neigh-
boring Hopi Tribe.

A $1.9 million grant to the Navajo will
fund feasibility studies, and design and con-
struction of drinking water wells for 23 Navajo
communities. The projects will provide addi-
tional sources of water and help protect water
supplies from arsenic and other pollutants. A
$3.1 million grant to the Hopi Tribe will pay
for exploration and development of a drinking
water source for the Hopi villages of Moenkopi
and Shungopavi.

The tour allowed Nastri to witness
first-hand the environmental problems faced
by some of the largest tribes in the United
States. The Navajo Nation estimates that 40
percent of its tribal members lack running
water, compared with less than half of one
percent of the U.S. population as a whole.
Nationwide, seven percent of all tribal families
lack running water.
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Above: photo by Jim Grove.
Below: A technician takes
water samples from the New
River, which flows across the
U.S. - Mexico border and
through California’s Imperial
Valley. Photo: Eugenia
McNaughton
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Merced River, Yosemite
Valley, Calif. Photo:
Michael Feeley

The Hopi grant is part of a larger effort
by EPA and the Hopi Tribe to protect water
resources in the Moenkopi area. EPA has
been working with the tribe to expedite
cleanup efforts at the Tuba City leaking under-
ground storage tanks site on both Hopi and
Navajo lands.

Earlier in 2002, EPA ordered Thriftway
Marketing Corp. of Farmington, N.M., to
begin construction of its second cleanup
system at the SunWest Express gas station in
Tuba City, Ariz. The new system is part of an
overall effort to remove petroleum contamina-
tion from soil and groundwater at the gas
station, and protect groundwater supplies in
the area.

Cleaning Up MTBE in Santa Monica
Groundwater

Since 1997, EPA has worked with the Los
Angeles Regional Water Quality Control
Board to clean up the MTBE contamination
from leaking underground fuel storage tanks
and pipelines that has made water from some
of Santa Monica’s drinking water wells
undrinkable. Through enforcement actions
and close work with the responsible parties,
including major oil companies, over 200
million gallons of water tainted by the gasoline
additive have been removed and treated in the
past four years. In addition, the responsible
parties have provided over $9.6 million worth
of clean replacement water to the coastal city.

EPA continues to work with the responsi-
ble parties and the city of Santa Monica to

ensure that all sources of the MTBE contami-
nation are identified, to clean up the sources of
the contamination, and to restore the city’s
wells as a source of drinking water.

0il Spill Enforcement Actions

The Oil Pollution Act of 1990, passed in the
wake of the disastrous 1989 Exxon Valdez oil
spill, imposes tough penalties that give oil
companies a strong incentive to prevent spills.
Even small oil spills can severely damage
ecosystems. In 2002:

e EPA, the U.S. Department of Justice, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
Calif. Department of Fish and Game
reached a settlement under which
ExxonMobil Oil Corp. will pay the U.S.
and the state of California $4.7 million
for a spill of crude oil from a Southern
California pipeline operated by the former

Mobil Oil Company.

e EPA reached a $3 million settlement with
Torch Energy Services Inc., Nuevo Energy
Co. and Black Hawk Qil and Gas Co. for
a 1997 oil spill that washed up on forty
miles of California coastline.

e EPA reached a $65,000 settlement with
Chevron U.S.A., Inc. for an oil spill at its

Honolulu Harbor terminal in the summer
of 2000.

e EPA levied a fine of $40,000 against
Napa State Hospital for a 230-gallon
diesel spill in March 2002, which threat-
ened Northern California’s Napa River.
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EPA’s hazardous waste program
staff work with state, tribal, and
local governments, as well as
businesses and federal facilities,
to clean up toxic sites and pre-

pare them for reuse.

EPA’s Hazardous Waste Cleanup Programs

EPA uses a variety of legal mandates to clean up hazardous waste sites
and spills under the Brownfields, Superfund, Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act, and Underground Storage Tank programs. Together with
a variety of federal, state, local, and tribal agencies, EPA works on
cleanups at thousands of sites nationwide each year to protect commu-
nities and the environment from toxic threats.

The principal goals of all these programs are the same: Prevent
human exposure to toxics, prevent pollution of the environment, and
clean up toxic sites so they can again be used productively.

Land Reuse: New Brownfields Law

The goal of Superfund’s Brownfields Program is to empower states, com-
munities, and other stakeholders to assess, safely clean up, and sustain-
ably reuse former industrial sites — “Brownfields.” With the passage of
the new Brownfields legislation in January 2002, the Brownfields pro-
gram took a significant step toward a more mature, continuing program.
EPA is now able to address petroleum contamination at sites such as
abandoned gas stations, and provide direct grants for cleanup.
Additional funding is now available to EPA’s state and tribal partners to
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enhance response capabilities and Brownfields
program development activities such as revolv-
ing loan funds and insurance.

EPA’s existing grant programs continued
to foster cleanup and redevelopment successes
at the local level. Interest in these programs
remained high, as indicated by the three new
assessment grants and four new revolving loan
fund grants awarded this year, bringing the
Pacific Southwest Region’s totals to 41 site
assessment grants, 14 revolving loan fund
grants, and five job training grants. Through
these grants, EPA has provided $25 million to
communities and leveraged $754 million for
cleanup and redevelopment.

EPA continues to support the states’ vol-
untary cleanup and Brownfields programs as
critical links to local government redevelop-
ment efforts. In addition, EPA and its state
Brownfields counterparts continue the

Brownfields Targeted Site Assessment program.

Completed assessments include a future recre-
ation development site in Hawthorne, Nev., a
future industrial development site in Tonopah,
Nev., and a commercial/recreation site for the
Port of San Francisco.

In addition to the Brownfields program,
EPA is fostering land revitalization at National
Priorities List (NPL) toxic cleanup sites and
former military bases. Santa Fe Springs, Calif.,
is one of three municipalities in the Pacific
Southwest receiving funds as part of the
Superfund Redevelopment Initiative to plan
redevelopment activities at an NPL site. EPA
worked with Santa Fe Springs to integrate
their interests into the remedy selection for
the Waste Disposal, Inc., site. The city of
Davis, Calif., used its funds for a redevelop-
ment plan for the Frontier Fertilizer site. The
city of Alameda, Calif., used its redevelopment
grant to assist in designing the golf course that
is planned for construction over a closed solid
waste landfill at the former Naval Air Station,
Alameda.

Superfund at Work

EPA is making significant progress towards
cleaning up its Superfund toxic sites in the
Pacific Southwest. Site cleanup or construc-
tion of facilities for ongoing cleanup, such as
treatment of contaminated groundwater, has
been completed at 43% of the region's 123
Superfund NPL sites. Construction is under- -
way at another 36%, and early actions to

prevent people from being exposed to toxics
have been taken at another 14% of these sites
(see chart, pg. 18). In the Pacific Southwest
Region, EPA has had great success bringing
responsible parties into the Superfund cleanup
process — as intended by the law’s “polluter
pays” principle. Responsible parties are paying
for cleanup work at over 70% of the region’s
123 Superfund NPL sites. Last year, EPA nego-
tiated settlements for cleanup work in the
Pacific Southwest valued at $211 million —
about 42% of the total value of settlements
nationwide. All these funds will be used for
cleanups.

Cleanup Highlights

San Gabriel Valley, Calif.

The four San Gabriel Valley Superfund sites
include areas of groundwater contamination
underlying over 30 square miles of the valley’s
170 square-mile area. The San Gabriel Valley
aquifer provides approximately 90% of the
drinking water to the valley’s residents.

To clean up such a large area, EPA has
divided the sites into eight study areas known
as operable units. Last year, EPA made signifi-
cant progress at both the Whittier Narrows
and Baldwin Park Operable Units, meeting
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Opposite photo:
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tribal and local governments
to assess toxic contamination

at former industrial sites.

® Humboldt Co.

°
Hoopa Vall Nye Co.
Tribepa i %
Sacramento Ely Shosh
§|ock'on A osTr?lr;:.
Richmond il
" 8niﬁyvn e
San Francisco la a
E.Palo Alto S ﬁfo‘

HAWAII f %

State of Hawaii
Business, Economic
k Development & Tourism

a 41 Brownfields Assessment Grants )

State of California Las s
Trade & Commerce Vegas
. “:voio
: . ti
Santa Barbara §o. s‘gmm;llrebe"o E
Ventura b \ \ © San Bernardino Co.
West Hollywo e o Colton :
Los Angeles Pomona White
Gordetio Mountain
Long Beach i Apache
South Gate i i Salt River
Carson .Scn o Fhosix ... Tycson
Amgrﬂ%e GilaRiver o ihiono
S
Lynwood @ O'odham
Nation
e Q Naco




CLEAN LAND

both EPA objectives and those of local com-
munities whose drinking water supplies have
been contaminated. In March 2002, EPA
completed construction of the groundwater
treatment plant at the Whittier Narrows unit.
The plant is currently treating 11,000 gallons
per minute — enough water to fill a swimming
pool each minute. Once the necessary agree-
ments and infrastructure are in place, the clean
water will be available to water purveyors to

such as groundwater treat- o vide drinking water to homes and business-
ment plants is now complete g,
at 53 of EPA’s 123 priority

toxic sites in the Pacific

Cleanup work or construc-

tion of cleanup facilities

In May 2002, the Baldwin Park Operable
Unit Project Agreement, a complex agreement
Southwest. Construction is among eight responsible parties and seven
underway at another  water agencies, took effect. Pursuant to this
44 sites.  agreement, the eight parties will fund design,
r )
Status of Superfund National Priorities List Sites
EPA Pacific Southwest Region, September 2002

36%
Total: 123 Sites

- Investigation/design (8) ~
[: Early Action (18)

[::, Construction Underway (44)
- Construction Complete (53)

Source: EPA Superfund Program

14%

43%

construction, and operation of one of the
largest groundwater cleanups in the nation by
providing funds to the water agencies. To date,
one treatment plant, the La Puente plant,

has been constructed and is providing drinking
water to a community of 9,000 residents.

Two out of three other treatment plants are
currently under construction; the third treat-
ment system is in the design phase. When
completed, these four treatment systems will
provide enough drinking water for eight cities
in eastern Los Angeles County.

Luke AFB Clean; Delisted from NPL

Luke Air Force Base, a 4,000-acre site in
Glendale, Ariz., is the first active Air Force
installation to be fully cleaned up and removed
from EPA’s Superfund National Priorities

List. Currently, there are 36 Air Force bases on
the list nationwide.

The base has served as an advanced fight-
er pilot training station since 1941. Discharges
and waste disposal from aircraft maintenance
and light industry resulted in soil and ground-
water contaminated with petroleum products,
cleaning solvents and volatile organic com-
pounds. Since cleanup began in 1990, the Air
Force, with EPA and Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality oversight, treated more
than 625 cubic yards of contaminated soil,
removed 66,584 gallons of leaked jet fuel from
soil, and monitored groundwater.

Superfund Emergency Response Program

In 2002, EPA’s Pacific Southwest Emergency
Response Team was extremely effective
throughout the region. EPA On-Scene
Coordinators were on the front line to respond
to numerous hazardous substance and oil spill
emergencies in 2002, continuing their distin-
guished record. Highlights included:

¢ At Honolulu Harbor, EPA supervised
the cleanup of ongoing petroleum releases
from abandoned and active pipelines and
storage tanks. After extensive subsurface
investigations, an extraction system was

installed and began operating in October
2002.

EPA assumed responsibility for the
cleanup of Denova Environmental Inc.,
an abandoned hazardous waste and explo-
sives storage facility in Rialto, Calif.,
which posed an immediate threat to
nearby residents. With the assistance of
the Rialto Fire Department and San
Bernardino County Hazardous Materials
Team, EPA emergency response crews
investigated, identified, stabilized and
properly disposed of thousands of contain-
ers of explosive materials, medical wastes,
corrosives, toxins, flammable compounds
and methamphetamine lab wastes stored
at the site. The U.S. Army and Marine
Corps provided critical assistance with
the disposal of eight tons of highly
explosive materials.

EPA concluded a very successful partner-
ship with the California Integrated Waste
Management Board and the Sonoma Fire
Department to clean up the abandoned
Sonoma Burn Dump, a former municipal
dump. Work crews removed over 23,000
tons of soil contaminated with radioactive
materials, lead and other toxins from the
two-acre dump.




Managing Waste Safely

Ensuring the safe management of hazardous
waste, municipal garbage, and underground
fuel storage tanks is the responsibility of EPA’s
Pacific Southwest Waste Management
Division. In 2002, EPA awarded over $12
million in grants to states and tribes, to build
their own waste programs and to work with
EPA on waste management.

EPA has been working for more than 20
years to ensure the safe handling and disposal
of hazardous waste. The Pacific Southwest has
thousands of facilities that produce hazardous
waste and more than 315 facilities that, either
currently or in the past, treated or disposed of
hazardous waste. EPA has worked with state,
local and tribal partner agencies to issue
permits, inspect facilities and clean up sites
contaminated with hazardous waste.

In the 1970s, the Pacific Southwest
Region had some of the largest hazardous
waste landfills in the country. Today, EPA and
state agencies have the difficult task of
ensuring that these landfills, now closed, are
properly and permanently secured to protect
nearby communities.

By October 2002, EPA and state and tribal
environmental agencies in the Pacific
Southwest had supervised the cleanup of more
than 32,000 leak-prone underground fuel stor-
age tanks (see graph). All underground tanks
in the region are now required to meet strict
standards to prevent leaks. EPA and partner
agencies conduct thousands of inspections
each year to make sure fuel tanks meet these
standards. In 2002, EPA’s tank inspectors
focused on improving compliance in Indian
Country and at facilities in Hawaii and other
Pacific islands.

While EPA works with its tribal partners
to ensure the safe handling of garbage on
Indian lands, each state in the Pacific
Southwest is responsible for carrying out feder-
al requirements for safe trash handling and dis-
posal. EPA also works with states and tribes to
encourage the recycling and reuse of materials,
and to reduce the amount of waste sent to
landfills. Two important projects in 2002 were
a $400,000 EPA grant to Hawaii County to
establish a model reuse and recycling center,
and a project with the city of Sacramento,
Calif., to produce high quality compost using
turkey manure and municipal green waste.
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UC Labs Protect Students, Faculty
from HazWaste with Self-Audits

Nationwide, EPA has frequently found
universities in violation of hazardous waste
regulations. Working with the University of
California (UC) and in partnership with the
California Department of Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC), EPA completed the first
phase of an innovative project that involved
UC completing environmental self-audits on
all nine campuses in the UC system. The
self-audits covered hazardous waste and emer-
gency planning requirements. This was the
first time that all nine campuses coordinated
on an environmental project.

UC audited 47 separate facilities on the
nine campuses, trained 112 staff to complete
the project, and submitted comprehensive
audit reports to EPA and DTSC. The agencies
are evaluating the reports and working with
UC to ensure that measures are in place to
prevent future problems. Greater overall com-
pliance has resulted from these self-audits than
would have been possible through traditional

inspections.

Rocket Fuel Cleanup

Perchlorate is a man-made chemical used in

rocket fuel. Wastes from the manufacture and
improper disposal of perchlorate-containing
chemicals are increasingly being discovered in
soil and water. EPA is aggressively pursuing the
parties responsible for the perchlorate contam-

EPA and state and tribal
environmental agencies have
supervised the cleanup of
more than 32,000 under-
ground fuel storage tanks.
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The new Regional Response
Center is equipped to serve
as a communications hub
in the management of
large-scale incidents. Photo:

Sally Seymour

ination that has been found in California
drinking water.

In addition to perchlorate contamination
coming from Southern California facilities, the
Colorado River is also a pathway for contami-
nation. Kerr McGee Chemical Corporation
(KMCC), a chemical company near Las Vegas,
Nev., was a major source of the perchlorate
contamination that seeps from contaminated
groundwater into the Las Vegas Wash, Lake
Mead and ultimately the Colorado River. EPA
has been working closely with the Nevada
Division of Environmental Protection and
KMCC since 1997 to reduce perchlorate seep-
age to Las Vegas Wash and Lake Mead as
quickly as possible. KMCC is extracting
groundwater at three locations and treating it
to remove more than 2500 pounds of perchlo-
rate per day. Within one to three years,
KMCCs share of perchlorate entering Las
Vegas Wash and Lake Mead is expected to
decrease by approximately 90%.

KMCC has committed to install and
operate additional extraction wells. These
wells should provide additional reductions in
perchlorate releases to Las Vegas Wash.

In addition to cleaning up perchlorate at
the Las Vegas Wash, EPA has been at the fore-
front in detecting and treating perchlorate
contamination at Superfund sites. EPA has
demonstrated cost-effective, full-scale perchlo-
rate treatment technologies at California’s
Aerojet, San Gabriel Valley, Lawrence
Livermore Site 300, and NASA-Jet Propulsion
Laboratory Superfund sites. The San Gabriel
perchlorate treatment system was the first in
the nation to treat millions of gallons of water
per day to deliver clean water to a municipal
water supply.

Homeland Security

As a result of September 11, 2001, EPA has
been given greater responsibilities in the area
of homeland security. To meet the challenges
posed by these responsibilities, Region 9 has
focused on three key areas during the past year:

Emergency Response Capability

EPA hired five new On-Scene Coordinators
(OSCs), the EPA’s front-line staff for emer-
gency response, bringing the Pacific Southwest
Region’s number of OSCs to a total of 18. Two
of them are stationed in Los Angeles, Calif., so
they can be available to respond quickly to
incidents in the southern part of the region. In
addition to performing toxic cleanups, EPA
provided emergency response staff for high
visibility events such as the World Séries, the
Superbowl and the Winter Olympic Games.
EPA has also completed construction of a
Regional Response Center that is well
equipped to manage large-scale incidents and
to communicate with local, state and federal
agencies.

Critical Infrastructure Protection

The Agency is responsible for protecting
critical infrastructure in the chemical and
water utility sectors. In the Pacific Southwest,
EPA recently conducted seven site security
visits at high-risk chemical facilities. This was
done to evaluate the state of security and raise
awareness within the industry about security
concerns. EPA representatives have spoken at
a number of industry forums to continue send-
ing that message. To protect drinking water,
EPA has issued assistance grants totalling more
than $10 million to over 100 large water
utilities to help them conduct security vulnera-
bility assessments.

Training and Exercises

EPA has conducted 13 anthrax emergency
response training courses at local, state and
federal agencies in all parts of the Pacific
Southwest to help first responders develop the
capacity to deal with anthrax incidents. Out of
six targeted sister city agreements along the
U.S.-Mexico border, EPA has signed four that
include homeland security annexes. EPA is
nearing completion of the fifth sister city
agreement between San Diego and Tijuana. As
part of the sister city agreements, EPA con-
ducted training in the Incident Command
System and sponsored exercises to test cross-
border response capacities.
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EPA places special emphasis on
working to protect ecosystems
and communities that are par-

ticularly vulnerable to pollution.

Under a number of federal laws, executive orders, and treaties, EPA has
special responsibilities to protect human health and the environment in
communities that are especially vulnerable to pollution: Indian tribal
communities, which often lack basic infrastructure like safe drinking
water and sewage disposal systems; Pacific Island communities, includ-
ing U.S. territories like American Samoa and Guam, which face solid
waste disposal problems and needs for basic drinking water and sewage
infrastructure; U.S.-Mexico Border communities, which are dealing with
the cross-border impacts of poverty, population and industrial growth;
communities with environmental justice concerns stemming from their
proximity to major pollution sources; children, whose bodies are more
sensitive to pollution than adults, and who face unique threats like poi-
soning from lead paint; and wetlands and watersheds, ecosystems that
provide critical habitat for fish and wildlife, but are vulnerable to water
diversion and land development.

Working with Tribal Communities

EPA works with tribal governments in much the same way as with state
governments: providing grants, training, and other support to build up
the tribes’ own programs to carry out federal and tribal environmental

laws. Thanks to EPA’s work with the 146 tribes of the Pacific Southwest,
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90% of these tribes now have their own envi-
ronmental programs, compared to only 7.5% a
decade ago (see graph below).

Indian Country accounts for 11% of the
Pacific Southwest Region’s land area, and is
home to about 400,000 people. EPA works
cooperatively on environmental issues with
the region’s tribes, from the vast lands of the
Navajo Nation in the Four Corners area,
to small tribal communities in California.

For example, EPA worked with the
Navajo Nation to pursue an enforcement case
against a major oil company for violations of
the federal Clean Air, Qil Pollution, and
Community Right-to-Know laws at the Aneth
Oil Field. The facility agreed to pay over
$600,000 in penalties for dozens of oil spills
and other violations, and to spend over
$478,000 to provide drinking water and sanita-
tion facilities for Navajo communities that
lack indoor plumbing. Additional benefits

* included reducing air pollution from the oil

field by 29 tons per year, plus a $51,000 grant
for emergency response equipment for the
Navajo Fire Department.

EPA worked with the Shoshone-Paiute
Tribes of the Duck Valley Reservation on the
Rio Tinto Mine site, and the Yerington Paiute
Tribe and Yerington, Nev., on the Anaconda
Mine site, to investigate and plan cleanups for
these two former open pit mines, which have
polluted streams with acidic runoff.

EPA currently manages $83 million in
grants for environmental programs to 131
Pacific Southwest tribes, funding a variety of
projects, from setting up air pollution monitor-
ing stations to constructing sewage treatment
plants. For example:

e EPA worked with the tribes to assess pol-
luted runoff on 80% of Indian lands in
the Pacific Southwest.

e Tens of thousands of tribal homes lack
potable water. EPA’s Drinking Water
Infrastructure Program has funded 46 trib-
al drinking water projects totaling $17.7
million, which provided safe drinking
water to 3,298 homes.

e Tribes cleaned up and closed 45 open
dumps, opened 10 recycling operations,
and removed and recycled abandoned cars
from six reservations. Closure of 13 more
open dumps is under way in 2003.

¢ An EPA-led Interagency Solid Waste

Workgroup secured funding for closure of
62 open dumps on the Tohono O’odham
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Nation, second largest reservation in the
Pacific Southwest Region. The tribe
closed the first five during 2002.

e Under cooperative agreements with EPA,  Opposite photo:
23 tribes operate a total of 42 air monitor-  Gerry Hiatt.
ing stations.

EPA Provides Technical Assistance
to Ensure Tribal Grants Get Results

After EPA issues grants for tribal drinking
water and wastewater infrastructure projects,
the agency provides technical assistance, by
sending technicians to provide hands-on train-
ing to help tribal communities operate and
maintain their drinking water and wastewater
systems. The technicians work with operators
and tribal officials on a routine schedule, but
are also available on short notice when prob-
lems arise.

EPA funds this technical assistance
through grants to the nonprofit Rural
Community Assistance Corporation. Six tech-
nicians serve about 100 tribal communities in
California and Western Arizona, and make as
many as 100 site visits each month. The tech-
nicians also organize drinking water and waste-
water workshops for tribes, and make waste-
water operation and maintenance evaluations.

Some examples from 2002:

e Big Sandy Rancheria, Calif.: Technician
Tom Belluomini helped tribal water oper-
ator Tyler Kamalani disinfect the water
system by setting up a procedure to
remove fecal E. coli bacteria.

A decade ago, only 7.5% of
the 146 tribes in the Pacific
Southwest had their own
environmental programs,
compared to 90% today.
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EPA Regional Administrator
Wayne Nastri (right)
presents Chairman Dean
Mike of the Twenty-Nine
Palms Band of Mission
Indians with an award
recognizing the tribe's
development of a state-

accredited environmental

laboratory. Photo:

Clancy Tenley

¢ Pauma, San Pasqual, Rincon, and Pala
communities, Calif.: Technicians Ed
Young, Chris Devers, Dave Harvey, and
Angela Hengel provided technical assis-
tance and training to the water operators
on handling chemicals, troubleshooting
the chemical feed systems and methods of
measuring the fluoride concentration in
the water system.

¢ Santa Ysabel community, Calif.:
Technicians Chris Devers and Ed Young
assisted the new water operator with
rebuilding chemical feed pumps used for
disinfection of two water systems, and
getting the systems back online.

Pacific Island Communities
Saipan a Bright Spot

The solid waste situation on Saipan, the main
island in the U.S.-affiliated Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), took a
dramatic turn for the better in 2002. Saipan is
home to the infamous Puerto Rico dump, the
island’s largest man-made structure. The dump,
which resembles a 100-foot-high tiered wed-
ding cake, is a shoreline eyesore that leaks an
oily leachate into a lagoon near the island’s
principal tourist hotels. After years of negotiat-
ing with EPA, the CNMI government made it
a priority to close the dump and build a new
municipal waste landfill that doesn’t pollute

waterways. Groundbreaking for the new Marpi
landfill began in February 2002.

When the landfill opened in February
2003, it was the first new public landfill in the
western Pacific to fully comply with U.S. envi-

ronmental regulations. Not content merely to
move trash to a new spot, the CNMI govern-
ment also opened a recycling facility on
Saipan. In addition, an EPA grant is helping
the CNMI recycle remnant waste from gar-
ment factories, which generate an amazing 30
tons of cloth waste per day. EPA congratulates
the CNMI for “putting waste in its place,” or
as they say in Saipan’s native language,
Chamorro, “Packeti i basula mu.”

Guam’s Ordot Dump

It looked like lava flowing, but there’s no vol-
cano on Guam. In October 2002 the Ordot
dump had caught fire again, creating dense
smoke from burning, molten trash, and causing
neighbors to evacuate. The fire underscored
the environmental risks of continuing to oper-
ate this open dump. Besides being plagued by
fire, rats, and a potential for the whole struc-
ture to slide downhill, Ordot constantly leaks a
black oily leachate of unknown chemicals
directly into the nearby Lonfit River. The
dump is on EPA’s Superfund list of the nation’s
most polluted sites.

After nearly two decades of numerous
environmental violations, ignored shutdown
orders, and failed attempts to negotiate with
the local government, in 2002 EPA sued the
government of Guam to ensure it closes the
dump and opens a new landfill. Since then,
EPA has been working with the new guberna-
torial administration on Guam to site a new
landfill that complies with all environmental
regulations, safely close Ordot, and take neces-
sary actions to ensure it stops polluting the air
and water.

Guam’s Water Woes

One of the poorly kept secrets of the tropical
Pacific is substandard water infrastructure. The
problem is especially serious on Guam, where
in the last four years over 600 million gallons
of raw sewage have spilled onto the land and
waters, contaminating the groundwater as well.
Even when residents don’t receive one of the
frequent notices to boil their tap water before
drinking it, there is some risk that the water
will be contaminated with raw sewage. To pro-
tect public health, in 2002 EPA and the feder-
al Justice Department sued the local govern-
ment to force improvements, potentially
including putting the water utility under out-
side management. EPA is now working with
Guam’s new gubernatorial administration to
make specific improvements, with the ultimate
goal of consistently safe, drinkable water.



EPA Helps Guam Recover from Two Typhoons

On a Sunday morning in July 2002, just 36
hours after receiving a call for assistance, EPA’s
Michael Mann was on a flight to Guam to
help out in the relief effort that followed
Typhoon Chata’an. Once President Bush
declared the typhoon a national emergency,
EPA quickly mobilized a contingent to assist
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
on Guam. EPA’s Michelle Rogow, Barry
Pollock and Lance Richman also participated
in the effort, helping prevent exposure to haz-
ardous debris, and making sure that residents
had access to safe drinking water. Mann and
Pollock, working with their counterparts from
the Guam EPA, discovered that some of the
water being delivered to villages in tanker
trucks, and even some of the locally bottled
water, had unsafe levels of fecal coliform bacte-
ria. They quickly took measures to ensure that
clean water was delivered. Rogow also traveled
to the island of Chuuk where Typhoon
Chata’an had even more disastrous results—47
people died in mudslides. These four EPA
employees, working with other federal and
local agencies, put in long hours every day for
several weeks to help put Guam back on its
feet.

In December, another tropical storm,
Supertyphoon Pongsona, swept the island. It
was the worst disaster to hit Guam in decades.
Water, power, and the island’s phone system
were all knocked out. Cars were overturned,
buildings destroyed. Much of the island’s fuel
supply burned up in a dramatic fire, making
transportation extremely limited. This time
Mann was already there, on loan to the Guam
EPA, and he experienced the typhoon first
hand. Although his own apartment was
wrecked, Mann volunteered his time and ener-
gy again to help Guam recover. From San
Francisco, EPA sent Chris Weden and Lance
Richman to help out. Once again EPA staff
worked tirelessly to help when it counted. And
this time, they knew the drill.

U.S.-Mexico Border Communities

Border Communities Help Shape
New U.S.-Mexico Border Program

In October 2001, EPA Administrator
Christie Whitman and Mexico’s Environment
Secretary Victor Lichtinger announced their
commitment to give special attention to the
unique needs of the U.S.-Mexico Border
Region. EPA has worked with Mexico to
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develop a new binational program, “Border
2012,” to build upon previous efforts to
improve environmental conditions in the bor-
der area.

In September 2002, EPA and its Mexican
counterpart, the Secretariat of Environment
and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), in
partnership with other federal agencies, the 10
states on both sides of the border, and U.S.
border tribes, published the first draft of Border
2012.

Immediately thereafter, EPA, SEMAR-
NAT, the 10 border states, and U.S. tribes in
the border region began an intense two-month
public involvement process that included

meetings in 27 different border cities. EPA and
SEMARNAT representatives also met with
many interested community and stakeholder
groups to obtain additional comments and rec-
ommendations. They received over 500 com-
ments, and incorporated many of them into

the draft Border 2012 Plan.

Border 2012 aims to achieve concrete,
measurable results while maintaining a long-
term vision and transparency to the public.
Progress will be measured by tracking environ-
mental and public health indicators. The
Border 2012 draft and response-to-comments
summary is available at www.epa.gov/usmexi-
coborder.

In 2002, EPA worked with Mexico’s state
and national environmental agencies to:

¢ Involve Baja California communities in
developing a Tijuana Master Plan identi-
fying drinking water and wastewater infra-
structure needs in this burgeoning city for

Technicians taking a sample
from a drinking water treat-
ment system on Guam.
EPA photo.
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The Binational Tire Pile
Waste Project Team stands
on the lip of a tire pile at the
San Luis Rio Colorado,
Sonora, landfill. EPA photo.

the next 20 years — the first effort of its
kind in Mexico.

® Secure an $18 million EPA sewage treat-
ment infrastructure rehabilitation grant
for the Tijuana Sana project, which will
be matched by $18 million from the local
Tijuana wastewater utility, and a loan of
$7 million from the North American
Development Bank (NADBank).

e Complete the fourth in a series of Border
Sister City agreements — this one between
Cochise County, Arizona, and Naco,
Sonora — for mutual cooperation on envi-
ronmental threats and emergencies in the
U.S.-Mexico Border area. EPA also pro-
vided binational hazmat response training
exercises for earlier Sister City partici-
pants in Douglas, Ariz., and Agua Prieta,
Mexico.

e Investigate the size and location of used
tire piles in the Border area, as a first step
toward eliminating threats of air and
water pollution from tire fires.

For details on these and other projects, go
to www.epa.gov/region09/border .

Environmental Justice Efforts

The goal of EPA’s Environmental Justice
Program is to reduce disproportionate environ-
mental impacts to low income neighborhoods
and communities of color. Environmental jus-
tice at EPA means that the agency’s work is
done with fair treatment and meaningful
involvement of all people regardless of race,
color, national origin or income.

EPA continues to integrate the principle
of environmental justice into permitting,
enforcement, compliance assistance, training,
inspection, and cleanup activities, as well as
grants to regulatory agencies and communities.
In the Pacific Southwest, this includes the
work of EPA's Tribal, Border, Pacific Islands,
and Brownfields programs. In 2002, EPA
accomplished a wide range of environmental
protections in geographical priority areas such
as East Palo Alto and Barrio Logan (a San
Diego neighborhood), Calif.

Several years ago, EPA formed the Barrio
Logan Task Force, a cooperative effort with
state and local agencies in San Diego to
improve environmental conditions in this
Hispanic inner city neighborhood. Results of
this collaborative effort include:

¢ A $1.9 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development to test for lead-based paint
in homes and take measures to prevent
lead poisoning;

e Providing local auto body shop owners
with a compliance assistance workshop
and technical support;

e Enforcement action at Master Plating, a
metal plating shop in Barrio Logan,
which led to a settlement agreement
ensuring closure and clean up of the
property; and

e An emergency ordinance prohibiting
electroplating operations on the former
Master Plating property.

The city of East Palo Alto, Calif., has
been another important focus of EPA’s envi-
ronmental justice efforts. More than 90% of
the city’s population are members of ethnic
minorities, and 85% of its families with chil-
dren are on some form of public assistance. In
addition to air pollution, as a result of freeway
congestion, the residents of East Palo Alto also
live with an industrial area containing a for-
mer Superfund hazardous waste site, nearly a
dozen auto wrecking and towing shops, a
cement batch plant, and Silicon Valley’s
biggest hazardous waste processing facility.
Results of EPA’s efforts in East Palo Alto

include:

e Two grants for youth environmental edu-
cation were given and a multi-cultural
Back-To-School Resource Carnival was
organized to provide environmental out-
reach to 400 youth;
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e EPA’s Brownfields Program assisted in
opening a new community health clinic
and nonprofit center on a former industri-
al site;

e EPA conducted lead poisoning preven-
tion outreach (in cooperation with local
governments), providing free lead testing
to hundreds of children at Back-to-School
Resource Carnival, and institutionalizing
lead disclosure throughout the city;

e EPA ensured compliance with the resi-
dential Lead Disclosure Rule by conduct-
ing inspections at all property manage-
ment firms, real estate offices, and apart-
ment complexes of more than four units.

Children’s Environmental Health

Protecting our children’s health is an EPA pri-
ority. Children’s bodies are still developing,
and they may be exposed to more environmen-
tal contaminants than adults both because
they eat, drink and breathe more per pound of
body weight, and because their behaviors —
like playing on the floor — may bring them in
greater contact with contaminants than typical
adult behaviors.

EPA recently released a report, America’s
Children and the Environment: Measures of
Contaminants, Body Burdens, and Illnesses
(Second Edition), which includes key measures
of children’s health and the environment
that illustrate trends, progress, and areas that
need improvement (at www.epa.gov/
envirohealth/children).

EPA has a vital role to play in prevention
efforts and has partnered with a number of
constituencies to address the most serious chil-
dren’s health threats. Examples.include:

Lead

Childhood exposure to lead contributes to
learning problems such as reduced intelligence
and cognitive development as well as impair-
ment of fetal organ development. A blood lead
level of 10 micrograms per deciliter or greater
is considered “elevated.” However, there is no
demonstrated safe level. Despite the significant
reduction in blood lead levels in recent years,
hundreds of thousands of children between the
ages of one and five still have elevated levels.
A primary means of exposure to lead is
through peeling paint chips and paint dust in
older housing. To settle a lead enforcement
case with EPA and HUD involving a large

apartment complex in Norwalk, Calif.,
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AIMCO (the property management firm
responsible for disclosure of lead information)
agreed to test and abate lead hazards in
130,000 rental units nationwide.

Asthma

Asthma is a serious lung disease, and the lead-
ing cause of long-term illness in children. It
can even cause death. Symptoms include
wheezing, shortness of breath, and coughing.
Asthma can be triggered by allergens and irri-
tants found indoors, such as second hand
smoke, and outdoors, such as emissions from
buses and trucks. EPA is encouraging school
districts to adopt the EPA Indoor Air Quality
(IAQ) Tools for Schools Program to provide
more healthy school environments, and pro-
moting cleaner school buses to reduce expo-
sure to harmful diesel bus fumes.

Healthy Schools Initiative

Over 53 million children spend their day in
schools, and a majority of those schools have
conditions harmful to learning and health.
EPA has a wide range of school programs to
help, including a pilot effort with the Los
Angeles Unified School District focused on
school siting; high performance facility design
and construction; and comprehensively assess-
ing environmental health problems at existing
facilities.

For a complete description of EPA’s ongo-
ing efforts to protect children’s health, go to
www.epa.gov/region09/childhealth .

Children are more sensitive
to pollution than adults
because they eat, drink,
and breathe more per pound
of body weight. Photo:
Stephen Delaney.
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A natural salt marsh
along San Pablo Bay, Calif.
EPA photo

Wetlands and Watersheds

U.S., California Finalize Deal to Restore
18,000 Acres of Wetlands in S.F. Bay

In December, 2002, the federal government,
the State of California, and Cargill Salt final-
ized an agreement to purchase 18,000 acres of
salt production ponds for wetlands restoration
on the southern fringe of San Francisco Bay,
concluding four years of negotiation and
launching one of the nation’s largest wetlands
restoration efforts. Some of the ponds will
become part of the San Francisco Bay
National Wildlife Refuge; others will be owned
by the California Department of Fish and
Game. The ponds became available because
Cargill is reducing and restructuring its local
saltmaking operations.

The ponds vary widely in salinity: all are
saltier than the ocean, and some are so salty
that the brines must be removed before the
property can be restored. As part of the acqui-
sition agreement, Cargill will remove the
brines from the highly saline ponds. The state
and federal agencies will restore some of the
ponds to their original state as tidal salt marsh-
es, which provide habitat for fish, birds and
wildlife including the endangered California
Clapper Rail and Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse.
Some ponds will be maintained as habitat for
seabirds that feast on brine shrimp, which
thrive in the less-salty of the existing ponds.

EPA played a leadership role in the early
stages of the negotiation, coordinating the
state and federal agencies negotiating with
Cargill, and advising the company on its con-

tinuing responsibilities to prevent pollution of
the Bay and clean up toxic materials left from
salt production. EPA also took the lead in pub-
lic outreach and early coordination with
Congressional offices. Once the transaction
moved into the formal land acquisition
process, the acquiring agencies (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and California Department of
Fish and Game) and Calif. Senator Diane
Feinstein’s office led the negotiations. EPA
continued to provide substantial support,
resolving critical issues associated with manag-
ing brines and other saltmaking byproducts
that are toxic to fish and wildlife.

Coastal America, Dow, EPA
Start California Corporate
Wetlands Restoration Partnership

On November 19, 2002, EPA
Administrator Christie Whitman presided over
a ceremony that officially launched the
California Corporate Wetlands Restoration
Partnership (CWRP). The CWRP is an innov-
ative public-private initiative designed to
attract private sector funding to restore wet-
lands and coastal environments. The CWRP
coordinates its efforts with Coastal America, a
partnership of federal agencies with similar
habitat restoration goals. As the CWRP lead
for California, Dow Chemical is responsible for
attracting other corporate interests to the part-
nership and working with the Southwest Team
of Coastal America to fund wetland restora-
tion projects.

The ceremony was held at the Dow
Wetlands Preserve — a 150-acre site adjacent
to the Dow Chemical Plant in Pittsburg, Calif.
Dow has been a good steward of this wetland
and has done much to enhance the habitat
and share this resource with the community.
Dow hosts school field trips and environmen-
tal fairs at the wetlands and has a dedicated
group of employees who manage the wetlands.

The CWRP began in Massachusetts in
1999 through the initiative of The Gillette
Company, the Massachusetts Executive Office
of Environmental Affairs, and EPA’s New
England Regional Office. To date, there are
CWRPs in Alaska, Maine, Connecticut,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, and California. Plans are underway
to establish CWRPs in Texas and Canada in
2003. Over 100 companies and over 45 other
organizations have pledged more than $3 mil-
lion in funds and in-kind services to the
CWRP. Generally, corporate contributions are
matched at a 4:1 ratio by federal or state funds.
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Compliance information about
facilities regulated by federal
clean air, clean water, and
hazardous waste laws nation-
wide is now available online at
www.epa.gov/echo. For sum-
maries of enforcement cases in
the Pacific Southwest Region,
go to www.epa.gov/region09/

enforcement .

Combining Voluntary Stewardship and Compliance
Assistance with a Strong Enforcement Program

EPA and its state and tribal partners are committed to strong environ-
mental enforcement because it is central to protecting public health and
the environment, achieving credible deterrence to noncompliance, and
guaranteeing a level economic playing field. Compliance assistance is an
important complement to EPA's enforcement efforts, particularly to
small businesses, as it helps owners and operators understand how to
comply with often-complex environmental law. EPA also employs vol-
untary approaches to encourage innovations that can lead industries and
agencies to go beyond basic compliance.

These voluntary approaches include EPA partnerships with regulat-
ed industries; grants that support research and demonstration projects,
such as the University of California Sustainable Agriculture Research
and Education Program; working with a host of federal, state, local, and
tribal agencies to reduce the environmental impact of their own opera-
tions; and working to resolve compliance issues wherever possible in
ways that benefit the environment and local communities.
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Enforcement Highlights

In Fiscal Year 2002, EPA’s Pacific
Southwest regional office took 276 civil
enforcement actions, including administrative
orders, penalty actions, field citations and offi-
cial requests to the Department of Justice to
file lawsuits. These actions achieved significant
reductions in pollution, underwritten by more
than $1 billion in commitments to cleanups
and plant improvements. For example, Clean
Air Act cases in the region are expected to
reduce, eliminate, or control over 1.1 million
pounds of air pollutants, while Clean Water
Act cases showed reductions of more than 2
million pounds of water pollutants. Some of
these cases required parties to undertake
“Supplemental Environmental Projects,” worth
a total of $1.4 million, that benefitted commu-
nities through pollution prevention and reduc-
tion, and better emergency response capabili-
ties. Regional enforcement actions also gar-
nered more than $6.9 million in penalties.
Where appropriate, EPA investigations led to
referrals to the Department of Justice for crimi-

nal prosecutions. (Highlights of EPA's enforce--

ment accomplishments in protecting air, water
and land in the Pacific Southwest Region also
can be found in preceding chapters.)

Industry/Agency Stewardship
in Agriculture

Over 50% of the nation’s fruits and vegetables
are produced in California, with additional
crops coming from Arizona and (in the case of
pineapples) Hawaii. California also leads the
nation in dairy production. But agriculture is
not just an important sector of the Pacific
Southwest Region’s economy, it’s also the
region’s largest category of land use, aside from
rangeland and forests. Farmers are the owners
and caretakers of vast tracts of the region’s

land.
EPA works with farmers, the U.S.

Department of Agriculture, state and local
government agencies, and state universities to
help farms and livestock feedlots comply with
federal clean water and pesticide laws, and to
encourage sustainable farming methods that
promote healthy ecosystems, healthy workers,
and a safe food supply. In 2002, EPA managers
and staff met with state officials and agricul-
ture industry representatives from all four
states and several tribes of the Pacific
Southwest Region to discuss priorities on pol-
lution prevention and pest management. EPA
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also participated in Pest Management Strategic
Plan meetings with USDA and commodity
producers.

Other notable efforts included:

e EPA grants, in partnership with the
University of California, funded
Biologically Integrated Farming Systems
demonstration projects — such as the 33
California prune growers who eliminated
their use of the pesticide diazinon, which
is toxic to people as well as aquatic life.
Other projects included 11 dairies that
used manure as forage fertilizer, 10 (out of
12) walnut growers who eliminated
organophosphate pesticides during the
trees’ dormant season and reduced nitro-
gen fertilizer use by 53%, and 38 vine-
yards that cut their use of the herbicide
simazine by 65%.

EPA named Hawaii’s Pineapple Growers
Association one of 18 nationwide
“Pesticide Environmental Stewardship
Program Champions” of 2002. The mem-
ber companies, Dole Food Hawaii, Del
Monte Fresh Produce, and Maui
Pineapple Company reduced their pesti-
cide/herbicide use through techniques
such as:

® a combination of fallow periods and
limited nematicide applications, to con-
trol nematodes;

e using granular ant bait to control ants,
which reduces total insecticide use;

® growing pineapple plants on raised beds,
thereby reducing incidence of root rot;

® using plastic mulch, covering 75 per-

Opposite photo: Jim Grove

As a result of the 1996

Food Quality Protection

Act, California farmers

cent of the planted area, which helps P Ted'fced thle':T i
reduce herbicide use. neurotoxic pesticides.
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An orchard near Brentwood,
Contra Costa County,
Calif. Photo: Christy Shake.

National CAFOs Rule

EPA Administrator Christie Whitman and
Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman
announced a final rule in December 2002 that
will require large Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operations (CAFOs — for example,
dairies with over 700 cows; there are about
1,600 CAFOs in the Pacific Southwest) to
obtain permits to ensure they protect
America’s waters from manure. The rule will
control discharges from these feeding opera-
tions, preventing billions of pounds of pollu-

tants from entering America’s waters. Dairy
cows, and their manure, have increased by
44% in California alone since 1988, which has
increased the importance of proper manure
management. EPA has funded an environmen-
tal stewardship program that includes training
and certification for dairy operators through
the California Dairy Quality Assurance
Program, a broad partnership including indus-
try, the University of California and other
organizations (www.cdga.org/es). Information
on efforts in Arizona is available at
www.ag.arizona.edu/animalwaste, and for all
of the Pacific Southwest Region at
www.epa.gov/region09/animalwaste .

Manure-to-Energy

In Riverside County, which has too much cow
manure to safely apply to local cropland, the
Inland Empire Utility Agency, in partnership
with the Milk Producers Council, Synagro
Technologies, USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the California
Energy Commission, built California’s first
regional anaerobic digester to turn cow manure

into energy. The manure generates methane
gas to power a regional water desalting facility
that cleans up the salts and nitrates that origi-
nally seeped into the groundwater basin from
cow manure. The project will ultimately pro-
duce over 1 megawatt of clean, renewable
energy.

Pesticides Web Sites; Toxic Compost

EPA’s Pesticides Web site, www.epa.gov/pesti-
cides, has a new, user-friendly design. Another
source for technical information is www.pesti-
cideinfo.org . This site, developed by the
Pesticide Action Network North America and
several (California) state and federal agencies,
sponsors the largest and most comprehensive
database on pesticide regulation, registration,
and toxicity — and even pesticides compatible
with organic production.

EPA also worked with state agencies and
composters to respond to concerns about
clopyralid, a herbicide used on turf. Clopyralid
persists over time, so compost from grass clip-
pings may be toxic to plants. EPA worked with
Dow Chemical to withdraw its registration for
some clopyralid uses on turf.

Preventing Pollution

Toxics Release Inventory Shows Pollution
Declining

The Toxics Release Inventory, a product of the
1986 Emergency Planning and Community
Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA), has proven to
be one of the most effective non-regulatory
approaches to prevent pollution. Under the
law, facilities that process or release toxic sub-
stances into the environment must annually
report their inventory of each of several hun-
dred specific chemicals, and how much of each
has been recycled or released into the environ-
ment. This has created an incentive to reduce
toxic releases, since public disclosure of toxic
releases generates public pressure to reduce
them. How, or whether, the facility reduces its
toxic releases is entirely up to its management.

Among the toxic chemicals recently listed
are metals such as arsenic and mercury. Since
the first TRI reports from the mining industry
revealed that Nevada gold mines were releas-
ing over 13,000 pounds per year of mercury in
the air, EPA’s Dave Jones (see EPA People, p.
35) has been working with the mines and the
state Division of Environmental Protection to
voluntarily reduce these emissions. The four
largest mines all installed new air pollution
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control devices or made process changes to
reduce mercury air emissions in 2002. While
the data quantifying these reductions is not
due until later in 2003, preliminary informa-
tion from the mines indicates that these
actions will reduce mercury air emissions by
more than 50%.

Voluntary Pollution Prevention Initiatives

EPA’s voluntary pollution prevention programs
have achieved impressive results through
grants, technical assistance, and recognition of
superior environmental performance in both
the private and public sectors. Some examples:

® The National Environmental
Performance Track program, EPA’s pre-
mier recognition program promoting pol-
lution prevention, superior performance
and sustained environmental compliance,
continued to grow in 2002. In the Pacific
Southwest, EPA accepted three new facil-
ities into Performance Track: Ricoh
Electronics facilities in Tustin and Santa
Ana, Calif., and Rohm and Haas’ La
Mirada, Calif., facility. For the first time,
members who joined the Performance
Track program in 2000 reported progress
toward their three-year pollution preven-
tion commitments. In one year, these 28
facilities reduced their energy use by
15,982 million BTU, used 66,722,418
fewer gallons of water and reduced their
hazardous waste disposal by 20.6 tons.

EPA conducted Environmental
Management Systems reviews at 15 feder-
al government facilities in the Pacific
Southwest, resulting in 190 EPA recom-
mendations on how the facilities could
reduce pollution and mimize waste. The
facilities carried out 77% of the recom-
mendations, many involving changes to
standard operating procedures. One suc-
cess story: At the NASA-Ames Research
Facility near San Jose, Calif.,
groundskeepers reduced use of herbicides
and chemical fertilizers from 4,000 to just
50 gallons per year, and have set aside 81
acres for burrowing owl habitat.

Because of its limited land area, Hawaii
faces unique waste management and land
use concerns. EPA has worked with feder-
al and state facilities to promote the pur-
chase of recycled products such as recy-
cled paper, and carpet made from soda
bottles. In 2001 EPA issued a report sum-
marizing green purchasing progress at
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Department of Defense installations in
Hawaii and recognizing the achievements
of Hickam Air Force Base. Under a
$25,000 EPA grant, the state developed a
Hawaii Recycled Products Guide and held
an environmental purchasing conference
attended by 200 government and com-
mercial procurement officials.

As a result of the EPA Pacific Southwest
Region's Hospital Partnership, each of
six San Francisco Bay Area hospitals
removed and recycled between eight and
15 kilograms of highly toxic mercury.
One hospital switched to a microfiber
mopping system that resulted in a 95%
reduction in water and chemical use. For
more on EPA's Hospitals for a Healthy
Environment program in the Pacific
Southwest, go to
www.epa.gov/region09/features/hospital .

In 2002, EPA’s Pacific Southwest

Regional Office in San Francisco recycled
a record 285 tons of office paper and five
tons of used carpet for a total recycling
rate of 56.5%. This is up from 182.81 tons
recycled in 2001. The recycling effort
generated $5,300 for Child Care Center
low-income tuition assistance scholarships
and to expand the regional office’s waste
prevention and recycling programs. The
regional office also began using 100%
post-consumer recycled paper that is
process chlorine-free.

Through annual public dis-
closure of toxics releases by
industrial facilities, EPA’s
Toxics Release Inventory has
led to major reductions in
toxic releases in the Pacific

Southwest.

Million Pounds

<

)
Toxics Release Inventory:

Total On- and Off-site Releases, 1988-2000

Pacific Southwest Region
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*Covers approximately 300 toxic chemicals, and industry categories listed on original
Toxics Release Inventory in 1988. Chemicals and industries added in the 1990s
(mining, electric power production, etc.) are not included.

Source: EPA Toxics Release Inventory
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EPA's Solid Waste Program

EPA’s Solid Waste Program also issues grants to
promote recycling. Some results from 2002:

¢ An EPA grant to Santa Barbara’s
Community Environmental Council
developed a model construction and
demolition debris reduction ordinance
that has been successfully used in many
San Francisco Bay Area jurisdictions. The
project also produced three construction
debris case studies that achieved 83% -
95% job site waste diversion, recycled 466
tons of waste, and saved $5,532 in dispos-
al costs. '

An EPA grant to the City of Tucson
piloted a 90-gallon blue barrel commer-
cial recycling project with 180 small busi-
nesses to divert approximately 250 tons of
materials per year. The program is being
expanded to all 3,200 small businesses
citywide to recycle approximately 5,000
tons of waste per year.

o An EPA contract with Building Green,
Inc., supported sustainable building prac-
tices by verifying and identifying EPA

recycled content building materials (such

as insulation made from newspaper and
playground surfaces made from recycled
tires) that must be used on federally fund-
ed construction projects. Product envi-
ronmental information and local avail-
ability are included in the GreenSpec
Product Directory and database.

‘e An EPA contract with the Tellus
Institute funded a report on using a new
contracting technique, Resource
Management, to cost-effectively increase
recycling rates in Clark County (Las
Vegas), Nev., which has one of the
nation’s lowest recycling rates. The report
found that recycling in Clark County
could be tripled to 35%, raising recycling
revenues and saving over $11 million.

Working with State and Tribal
Regulatory Partners

Federal environmental laws are enforced not
only by EPA, but by state and tribal agencies
as well, once a state or tribal environmental
agency shows it has the capacity to do the job.
EPA then authorizes the agency to carry out
the specific law, and provides annual grants for
the added expense to.state governments. Most
states in the Pacific Southwest have already
been authorized to enforce the major federal

environmental laws. The most recent example
was Arizona's authorization to write permits
and enforce pollutant discharge limits under

the federal Clean Water Act.

Arizona Gains Water Enforcement Powers

With EPA’s approval in December 2002,
Arizona became the 45th State with federal
Clean Water Act regulatory authority. To
reach this milestone, EPA approved Arizona’s
application to administer and enforce the pol-
lutant discharge permits program, under the
federal Clean Water Act. The approval gives
the Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality (ADEQ) the authority to regulate
facilities and municipalities that discharge pol-
lutants into Arizona waterways. Prior to the
shift, EPA issued permits to all such facilities.
This approval puts the program in the hands of
those most familiar with local environmental
issues and the needs of Arizona residents. EPA
is confident that the state will do a great job
administering the program and will continue
to protect Arizona’s precious water resources.

ADEQ will continue to work closely with
EPA to ensure that the Clean Water Act
requirements are met. EPA will review draft

permits prepared by the state, oversee program

requirements and performance, review pro-
posed changes to state laws and rules related to
the program, as well as review compliance
actions.

Arizona Cities Win EPA National
Wastewater Pretreatment Award

The cities of Glendale, Mesa, Phoenix, .
Scottsdale and Tempe won first place for
municipalities, recognizing their partnership in
treating industrial wastewater. Such “pretreat-
ment” — removal of toxics from industrial
wastewater before it reaches publicly-owned
sewage treatment facilities — is essential, since
toxics can kill the bacteria that break down
the sewage.

Working with Tribes

Law enforcement cases on tribal lands in 2002
resulted in major environmental cleanups and
more than $500,000 worth of environmental
improvement projects, while penalties totaled
over $800,000. Among them:

¢ EPA fined the city of Phoenix $198,532
for hazardous waste and water pollution
violations at the Verde (drinking water)
Treatment Plant, on the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community, and on the
Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation. The city
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will also spend $401,468 to buy emer- operators to take action to protect tribal

gency response vehicles for each tribe. groundwater supplies. By September 2002,
e In Tuba City, Ariz., leaking underground work was well underway Ho TRIGNE

fuel storage tanks threatened the 13,000 gallons of gasoline from soil and

drinking water for many Hopi and Navajo groundwater.

communities. EPA ordered gas station
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EPA's Pacific Southwest Region encompasses the states of Arizona,
California, Hawaii, and Nevada; Indian Country, including the lands
of 146 tribes; and Pacific islands that are U.S. territories or to
which the U.S. has ongoing commitments, including Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the

Republic of Pulc:;u, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the
Republic of the Marshall Islands.
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" HAWAI STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
MEETING #51
Thursday, May 29, 2003 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Department of Health
919 Ala Moana Boulevard, Fifth Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
AGENDA
1)9:00 Callto Order Laurence K. Lau, Deputy Director for Environmental Health

Opening Remarks
Approval of Minutes from Mtg #50

2)9:15  LEPC Updates : John Bowen, Hawaii LEPC Representative
Clifford Ikeda, Kauai LEPC Representative
Scott Kekuewa, Maui LEPC Representative
- Carter Davis, Oahu LEPC Representative
3) 9:45 2003 NASTTPO Conference ’ Carter Davis, Oahu LEPC Representative

4) 10:00 HMEP Planning Grant/Training Classes Clem Jung, SCD

'5)10:15 EPA Update - Mike Ardito, EPA Region IX
10:30 Break |
6) 10:45 HSERC/LEPC Budget Denis Shimamoto, HEER Office, DOH
7) 11:00 Tier Il Update ‘ Mafsha Graf, HEER Office, Dept. of Health

8) 11:15 Chemical/Bio Sampling Training for -
First Responders Elizabeth Galvez, HEER Office, DOH

9) 11:30 Other Business’

10) 11:45 Schedule next HSERC meeting



LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAI

CHIYOME L. FUKINO, M.D.
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HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
MEETING #50

Thursday, January 23, 2003 from 9:15 a.m. to 10:34.a.m.

Department of Health
919 Ala Moana Boulevard, 5% Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Draft Meeting Summary
Attendees

Voting
Leland Nakai, Oahu LEPC Representative
Curtis Martin, Designated Chair, Department of Health, HEER Office
Gary Moniz, Department of Land and Natural Resources
Clem Jung, Department of Defense, Civil Defense Division
Danny Tengan, American Red Cross '
Scott Kekuewa, Maui LEPC Representative

Tracy Aruga, Hawaii County LEPC Representative

~ Masayoshi Ogata, Department of Labor and Industrial Relations

Non-Voting T '
Liz Galvez, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Denis Shimamoto, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Cynthia Pang, CNR HI
Alan Sugihara, Navy Region Hawaii
Ed Gomes, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Cynthia Phillips, UH Hilo
" Earl Nishikawa, Chevron Products, Co.
James Decker, HIOSH
Walter Medina, HIOSH
Shirley Zhai, BEI Hawaii
Christine Gustafson, USCG



1) The meeting was convened at 9:16 a.m. by Curtis Martin.

1.1 Minutes from meeting #49 were adopted with no changes. ,

1.2 Due to a scheduling conflict, Walter Medina, HIOSH, gave his presentatlon on explos1ves legislation
and future training. He asked that members of the HSERC support proposed explosives legislation at
the State Legislature this year. (see handout) :

2) LEPC Updates -

2.1 Hawaii

Tracy Aruga-1) Sent two people to the HAZMAT Explo in Las Vegas, NV; 2) WMD training held in Hilo in
December; 3) Approved $800 for transportation expenses to ship a used van from Honolulu to Hilo to be
converted into a HAZMAT vehicle for the Kona area; 4) Presentation of the HMEP Planning project at the LEPC
meeting. '

2.2 Kauai _ _ o

Denis Shimamoto-At the Kauai LEPC meeting, Kauai Power Partners made a presentation of a “quick reference
chart” of “Hazardous Materials Spill Prevention & Response Procedures” and “Contingency and Response” that
is used by the company. :

Clem Jung-1) Kauai will prepare a letter to the Mayor on the new membership of the LEPC; 2) Dlscussmn on the

tabletop exercise and full scale exercise to be held in 2005 and 2006.
2.3 Maui
Scott Kekuewa- Gave an update of the January.15, 2003 Maui LEPC meeting. 1)Dlscussmn on the HMEP
Planning project; 2)Letter to Mayor Arakawa on the approval of new membership of the LEPC; 3)Update of the
»HazCat test kit; 4)Someone to attend the NASTTPO Conference in Apnl 2003 in Oklahoma S)Trammg classes
“for Fire Department ‘and private business. : .
2.4 Honolulu.
Leland Nakai— Gave an update of the J anuary 16, 2003 Honolulu LEPC meeting. (minutes available upon
request)

3) Training Classes

Clem Jung, SCD, distributed a schedule of training classes.

Earl Nishikawa, Chevron Products, Co.-Chevron provided an area (decommissioned refining facility) for training
for terrorism of a refinery facility. It was a joint training effort with the police department and former military
special forces (HALO). ‘ '

4) EPA Update '
Curtis Martin-handouts on EPA updates had been submitted by Mike Ardito and were available at the sign-in
desk. (handout available upon request) :

5) Tier I

Marsha Graf, HEER Office-The HEER Office will have the master database of the Tler il data and will provide
the information to the LEPC, Fire, etc. All data will be converted to Tier2Submit Cameo. The office will
coordinate the data entry with all the LEPCs.

6) Schedule next HSERC meeting
The next HSERC meeting will be on Thursday, May 29, 2003 at 9:00 am.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:34 am.



HONOLULU LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
’ MAY 21,2003
OAHU CIVIL DEFENSE AGENCY
Chair Carter Davis called the meeting to order at 9:05 A.M.
L INTRODUCTION/REMARKS/ADOPTION OF MINUTES
C. Davis welcomed everyone and gave introductory remarks. Attendees (list
attached) then introduced themselves. The minutes of the January 16, 2003
meeting were approved as written.
. OLD BUSINESS
LEPC BUDGET REPORT, 2ND QUARTER, FY 03
L. Nakai provided the following report for the 2nd Quarter:
Balance - 9/30/02 $24,166.54*

e Expenditures

Notice/Hazmat Explo 2,983.06
Dixon Risk Services 3,200.00

e Reimbursements

Dixon Risk Services 3,200.00
Continuing Challenge 1,500.00
Balance - 12/31/02 $22,683.48

*Total includes encumbered fundé.
LEPC BUDGET REPORT, 3RD QUARTER, FY03
Balance - 12/31/02 $22,683.48
o Expenditures
| Notice/Explo/NASTTPO 3,702.82

Balance - 3/31/03 $18,980.66



NEW BUSINESS
HSERC MEETING, 1/23/03

Hawaii County is outfitting a hazmat vehicle in Kona. Hazmat personnel
responding from the Hilo area would utilize the vehicle when responding to a
hazmat incident in the Kona area. Maui is preparing their Hazardous Matenals
Emergency Response Program (HMEP) prolect

E. Nishikawa discussed exercises that Chevron conducted at their Richmond,
California refinery, utilizing a group of former military personnel. Security systems
were tested and vulnerabilities were identified. Chevron Hawaii is considering
conducting similar exercises here.

HSERC members were asked to monitor legislative attempts to transfer funds from
the ERRF. D. Shimamoto reported that funds to support the Lake Wllson cleanup
expenses were transferred from the ERRF. .

2003 NASTTPO & HMEP GRANTS CONFERENCE

C. Davis briefed the members on the 2003 NASTTPO & HMEP Grants Conference
held in Oklahoma City, OK during April 21-25, 2003. The HMEP Grant Program
should remain funded at the same level ($13M) next FY, and is the only federal
program providing funding to SERC/LEPCs. The training curriculum for hazardous
materials & WMD response is being developed and is currently in draft form.

The proposed OSHA rule requiring escape hoods for Hazwoper facilities was
discussed. HIOSH will be meeting with the Hawaii Fire Council to discuss this
subject. The OSHA role at national events (tech assistance and consultation) was
also discussed. In Hawaii, HIOSH will interface at the ICS level and does not
expect any direct involvement at the operator level during an incident.

The EPA program requiring water facilities serving communities 100,000+ to
conduct vulnerability assessments was then discussed. Alex Leong briefed the
committee of Board of Water Supply’s involvement. In addition to the vulnerability
assessment, an emergency response plan must be prepared. System
enhancements will depend on available funds and relative risk factors. The results
of the assessment are very close hold and are maintained at EPA.

The Sooner Spring Bio-terrorism exercise conducted in Oklahoma was described. -
The largest bio-terrorism field exercise conducted in the U.S. involved 4 cities in
Oklahoma. The airborne release of pneumonic plague at McAlester, OK resulted

in a mass prophylaxis of the community. Over 13,000 simulated doses of
medication were given to community members via drive-thru and walk-in -
distribution centers. It was noted that the cell phone system was overloaded and
radios were the only reliable means of communication. The exercise was
conducted at a minimal cost of $10,000:

L. Nakai discussed the EPA CEPPO Office. The-office now includes emergency
response and the oil spill program. The chemical site security program will fall



under the Department of Homeland Security, and will require a risk management
The EPA'’s role as the lead federal agency in the Shuttle Recovery program was
due to the potential involvement of hazardous substances in the wreckage.

C. Davis discussed a presentation given on Cyber-terrorism. Exercises conducted
by the NSA clearly show that the US is vulnerable to cyber attacks. There were
32,434 attacks against US interests in 2002. Dutch hackers accessed DOD
logistics systems during the Gulf War and unsuccessfully tried to sell the
information to Iraq. Another example of potential cyber attacks involved the
potential use of a High Energy Radio Frequency Gun small enough to be
concealed in a van. The bottom line is that there is no technologlcal possibility of
stopping cyber problems.

LEPC PLAN UPDATE - ‘03

L. Nakai then discussed the Harbor Area Project. This project will examine
facilities adjacent to Honolulu Harbor. Nimitz Hwy, Nuuanu & Kalihi Streams, and
Honolulu Harbor bound the area of interest. Sand Island is also included in the
project, along with the following facilities just mauka of Nimitz Hwy:
Weyerhaeuser, Costco, Home Depot, BEI, and Conoco-Philips. Dixon Risk
Services is working on this $20K project, and has prepared business surveys and
an extensive mailing list of businesses in the area. Letters and surveys were
mailed to 943 businesses on May 23, 2003. The project should be completed in
September 2003.

LEPC PLAN UPDATE - 2004

L. Nakai proposed a project to further assess businesses that use and store
hazardous chemicals in the Mapunapuna and Airport Industrial area for next year's
HMEP Planning Grant program. This $20,000 project will be proposed at the next
meeting of the HSERC, and is the next installment to characterize hazmat facilities
on the island of Oahu. Members were asked for suggestions for future projects.

C.L.E.A.N. UPDATE

L. Nakai gave a C.L.E.A.N. update in the absence of J. Vinton. Tom Shaffer from

Chevron was elected as the new president of C.L.E.A.N., replacing Dave Hoffman
who recently retired from Tesoro. Susan Graham from Campbell Estates replaced
Tom Shaffer as Treasurer.

C.L.E.A.N. is working with HPD on preparing a CIP Evacuation Plan and will assist
with the distribution of the plan to CIP businesses. The 2003 update to the CIP
Emergency Resources Guide was recently mailed, along with a restricted version
that includes hazard assessments for first response agencies. C.L.E.A.N. is also
working with HFD to identify additional resource requirements for Station 40 and
institute a facility visitation program. L. Nakai noted that C.L.E.A.N. has spent
$331K on programs to date.



Iv.

V.

TIER 2 PROJECT

L. Nakai described the Tier 2 project that the State is working on. The State asked
facilities that file Tier 2 reports this year to utilize the Tier 2 Submit electronic '
reporting form. The Honolulu LEPC worked with the State on establishing data
protocols, and is assisting with data input for Oahu facilities that send in hard copy
forms. The State will import the Tier 2 Submit forms into Cameo fm, and will in
turn import Cameo files to the respective countles The project should be.
completed by early summer.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLANNING SYSTEM ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE SOLUTIONS

L. Nakai then demonstrated the web-based system developed by Environmental .
Compliance Solutions for managing data for facilities storing or utilizing hazardous -
materials. The system is designed for facilities to enter their data, which would
then be accessible by response agencies. A trial version can be accessed at
http://www.encompsol.com.

OTHER BUSINESS/OPEN DISCUSSION

A. Keith of HECO announced that the tours of HECO facilities originally scheduled during
March that were cancelled due to the Operation Iraqi freedom will be re-scheduled for
September. More information will be provided later this summer.

S. Ogata mentioned that the EPA opened a resource center primarily for environmental
crimes. Special Agent in Charge is Fred Burnside, burnside.fred @epa.gov. National
assets available for analysis and training are the National Enforcement Investigation
Center and the National Enforcement Training Institute. Donna Kahakui is the EPA CID
Special Agent. Her phone number is 421- 1406

SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING

The next LEPC meeting will be scheduled in August to precede the HSERC meetmg The
meeting adjourned at 10:26 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

UGN

Leland A. Nakai
LEPC Coordinator

Attachment
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HONOLULU LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING

VOTING MEMBERS:

Carter Davis
Leland Nakai
Steven Ogata
Roy Yamamoto
Andy Keith
Alvin Morimoto
Lope Salvatierra
Rick Stercho
Bruce Hisanaga
Paul Epstein
Earl Nishikawa
Tim Houghton

NON-VOTING MEMBERS:

Denis Shimamoto
Michele Chang
James Abbott
Lynne Nakamoto
Peter Hirai

Denis Shimamoto
Ed Gomes
James Decker
Bob Korodan
Melvin Tsutsumi
Walter Oda

Terry Seelig
Vernon Maguire
Mark Lee

Jerome Nozawa
Tom Song

Scott Morse
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OAHU CIVIL DEFENSE AGENCY
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Department of Agriculture
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HEER
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Gas Company
HFD

HFD

HFD -

HFD

HFD

HFD
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May 29, 2003 -

Dates
May 12 - 16, 2003
Ma;y 20 - 22, 2003
* ay 28- 30, 2003

Jul 7-18, 2003‘

Jul 8 - 10, 2003

Jul 29 - Aug 1, 2003
Aug 18 - 29, 2003

ug 26,2003

Sep 17, 2003
Sep 25, 2003

TBD
Nov4 -6, 2003

Dec1-5,2003

WMD & OTHER CLASSES & RELATED EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR HAWAIIL

Subject
Structural Specialist Training (US&R)
EMS Operations and Planning for WMD
Emergency Response to Domestic Biological Incidents

HazMat Technician Chemistry (80 hours)

WMD: Defensive Operations for Emergency Responders
FielQ Exercise Design Course

HazMat Technician Tactics (80 hours)

Hawaii LEPC HazMat Table Top Exercise

HazMat Technician Refresher (Chemistry)
HazMat Technician Refresher (Chemistry) -

HazMat Technician Refresher (Chemistry)
Public Works: Preparing for & Responding to Terrorist/ WMD

WMD Tactical Operations Course - Technician Level

Location
Fairfax, Virginia
Hilo Medical Center
HPD Training Academy, Lecture Room A

HPD Training Academy; Instructor: Dr. John
Bowen

298th RTI, Classroom #1, Bellows Alr Force
Station

HPD Training Academy, Portable Classroom A,
Instructor: Ron Alves

HFD Training Center, Instructor: Dr. John
Bowen

' Hawaii Civil Defense Agency EOC

Kauai Fire Department Training Room,
Instructor: Dr. John Bowen

Maui Fire Department Training Room,
Instructor: Dr. John Bowen

Hawaii, Location TBD, Instructor: Dr. John Bowén
Jefferson Hal.l, East West Center

Hawaii County Police Department, Hilo, HI



Dec 8 - 12,2003 WMD Tactical Operations Course - Technician Level 'HPD SWAT, HPD Training Academy
Jul 28 -29, 2004 Table Top Exercise Design Class Ron Alves, Location TBD

.Aug 24,2004 Hawaii LEPC HazMat Field Exercise Hilo, TBD



TRAINING ANNOUNCEMENT

WMD: Defensive Operations for Emergency Responders

State Civil Defense brings this free training to Hawaii.

Course Overview: This is a hazardous materials operations course that focuses on the special
challenges faced by responders in dealing with a WMD or terrorist incident. Participants will
learn how to respond to a WMD/Hazmat incident in a defensive mode. Concentrating on the
characteristics of these materials, these responders will be able to preclude the spread of the
hazard to the public and environment. The WMD Operations course will provide the tools
necessary to obtain certification through NPQS (ProBoard) to the Hazardous Materials
Operations level. The course is designed around lectures, interactive exercises, and group
scenarios.

~ Course Length: 24 hours (three — 8 hour days)

Target Audience: The course is intended for Awareness level emergency personnel who would
be required to respond to an incident involving hazardous materials and/or Weapons of Mass
Destruction. Course participants may include:

Fire Department personnel

Law enforcement personnel

Public works

County, state, and federal responder

Hospital and pre-hospital medical providers

County, state, and federal personnel who will respond with a local jurisdiction during a
WMD/terrorism incident

e 6 & o o o

Course Size: Maximum of 40 participants; a balanced representation of above
disciplines/services.

Dates/Times: July 8 -10, 2003; 8:00 A.M. —4:30 P.M.
Location: 298" Regional Training Institute, Classroom #1, Bellows Air Force Station

Instructors: From the National Emergency Response and Rescue Training Center (NERRTC),
Texas Engineering Extension Service (TEEX), Texas A&M University

Cost: Free



Maui LEPC Minutes for Meeting at Maui Electric, 210 W. Kamehameha Av., Kahului, HI. Auditorium, April
16, 2003, Wednesday at 1:00PM

L

118

III.

Iv.

Call to Order by J. Blackburn @ 1305hrs.

Members present: Wilfred Robello Jr., Walt Hager, Alan Delima, and Terry Corpuz, Bill Medeiros,
Scott Kekuewa, J. Kino for J. Murray

Non-Members: Robert Collum, Louis Romero, Jeff Kihune, and Denise Laitinen

Approval of Minutes of Meeting, January 15, 2003:
Motion to approve by Walt Hager, Second by S. Kekuewa. Approved by all members present

Communications: Report of SERC Meeting: DOH/HEER: By Terry Corpuz, Tier II funding will be
available, LEPC chairs to determine spilt.

Unfinished Business:

a. Facility Profiles: Status of HMEP Grant:

Two vendors submitted proposal, Environmental Science International and Advanced
Compliance Solutions. Selection to be made within a week by J. Blackburn, S. Kekuewa with
consultation with B. Medeiros and J. Kino.

b. New Members letter to Mayor, and Media Representative New media representative to be
Denise Laitinen of Fire wise Community Liaison Hawaii. Ph. 808 281-3497,email: dlaitinen
@firewise.org. Denise will help the Maui LEPC introduce its mission and programs to the
community.

c. Hazcat Testing: J. Kino to research method, equipment and training necessary to upgrade Hazcat
testing for unknowns in Maui County. He will report back to the LEPC

d. Hard Drive Upgrade: To be done by County of Maui MIS

e Request to Fire Department for Training and Classes: J. Kino will report back on class available
and also help the Maui FD may need in classes and training,.

f. Budgeted items:

g Trucking Concerns: Wilfred Robello reported he still has concerns about fuel trucking incident a
the industry ability to handle same without MFD involvement. Agreed to table concerns until a
new Fire Chief is selected.

New Business

a Tier IT Submit for 2002: Tier II's are still coming in hard copy. State still working on the
Tier II submit electronic program.

b. New Captain/Firefighter III for MFD Hazmat: James Kino is the new hazmat captain for the
Maui Fire Department. Jeff Kihune is the new FF III for the Hazardous Materials Division.

e Equipment for MFD Hazmat Team: J. Kino to report back to Maui LEPC on equipment needs
for MFD.



/

Sampling Training for First Responders :

The State On-Scene Coordinators of the HEER Office, albng with Rebecpa Sciulli and

staff of the State Lab Division, and Sonia Campbell of the University of Hawai'i , with

whom we have an analytical contract to an‘ailyze chemicals, the State Civil Defense, the
State Bioterrorism group, and local counties are all v&;orking together on a sampling
training course to cover biological organisms and chemicals. lThis state-wide training is
térgeted primarily for the HazMat Teams, which consist of approximately 150 first
responders. We anticipate to teach a total of 9-10 classes. Some of the topics we hope

to cover during an all-day training in the coming September to October timeframe of this

_year are: Hazard Categorization, Sampling Protocol, chain-of-custody, and transportation

of samples. More importantly, we hope to show a protocol or a flowchart as how to.
respond to an incident introducing the scientific method of getting to an ongoing incident,

sizing up the situation, coming up with a hypothesis or a theory and proving or

disproving the hypothesis. It also needs to be recognized that with terrorism, industrial

chemicals are more of a threat than chemical warfare agents. Likewise, with

bioterrorism, it also needs to be recognized that overt event rather than a covert event is a

_ more likely scenario to be encountered by HazMat.
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U.S. EPA Update for'Hawai ‘i SERC
Meeting on May 29, 2003 in Honolulu

Natlonal Response Plan
Along with formation of the new Department of Homeland Secunty earlier this year, the

President issued a directive that federal emergency plans be coordinated under a new
National Response Plan. Federal agencies are in the midst of ﬁgunng out what changes
will need to be made to. existing written plans.

ERT West
U.S. EPA’s new Environmental Response Team West is located in Las Vegas, NV and
the facility officially opened on February 6. The team is the western branch of EPA’s
ERT located in Edison, New Jersey.

Risk Management Program Resubmittals Due to EPA in June 2004 _
The five-year resubmittal due date for Risk Management Program facilities is June 2004.

Final federal guidance is expected by February 2004.

U.S. EPA Regional Spill Hotline Number: .
If you dial 1-800-300-2193, you will have three choices:

Press 1 for the National Response Center (1-800-424-8802)

Press 2 for the EPA Region 9 environmental information hotline

Press 3 for the Regional Response Center duty officer (transferred to 415-947- 4400)
EPCRA and RMP Call Center

1-800-424-9346 (M-F, 9-5 ET) or www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hotline, -

e-mail:epacallcenter@bah.com

Certificates of Appreclatmn
Today U.S. EPA is honoring Clem Jung of Hawai’i State Civil Defense; Leland Nakai,

. coordinator of the Honolulu Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC); and Carter
Davis, chair of the Honolulu LEPC, with certificates of appreciation for the outstanding
work, along with the Hawai’i State Emergency Response Commission, for hosting and
contributing to the big successes of the National Association of SARA Title III Program
Officials NASTTPO) annual conference in Honolulu in April 2002 ard the Operation
Kalaeloa, CHER-CAP exercise, in May 2002.

U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region Annual Report 2003: Copies of the EPA regional annual
report, issued in April 2003, are being provided at today’s HSERC meeting for members and
attendees.

CEPPO Web Site: - EPA’s newly re-designed CEPPO Web site was launched last October.
Please check out: http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/index.html
CEPPO Regional Meeting: We are tentatively planning to hold a one-day regional CEPP conference
on Thursday, Nov. 20, 2003 to follow the mid-year NASTTPO meeting and the major part of
HazMat Explo7 workshop at the Orleans Hotel in Las Vegas, NV.

CEPP Program Contact for EPA Region 9 (Pacific Southwest Region)
For more information about U.S. EPA’s Chemical Emergency Preparedness and
Prevention program for Hawai’i, please contact Mike Ardito at (415) 972-3081 or by
email at ardito.michael@epa.gov
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U.S. EPA Update for Hawai’i SERC
Meeting on May 29, 2003 in Honolulu

National Resporse Plan
Along with formation of the new Department of Homeland Security earlier this year, the
President issued a directive that federal emergency plans be coordinated under a new
National Response Plan. Federal agencies are in the midst of figuring out what changes
will need to be made to existing written plans.

ERT West
U.S. EPA’s new Environmental Response Team West is located in Las Vegas, NV and
the facility officially opened on February 6. The team is the western branch of EPA’s
ERT located in Edison, New Jersey. :

Risk Management Program Resubmittals Due to EPA in June 2004

The five-year resubmittal due date for Risk Management Program facilities is June 2004.
Final federal guidance is expected by February 2004.

U.S. EPA Regional Spill Hotline Number:
If you dial 1-800-300-2193, you will have three choices:

Press 1 for the National Response Center (1-800-424-8802)

Press 2 for the EPA Region 9 environmental information hotline

Press 3 for the Regional Response Center duty officer (transferred to 415-947-4400)
EPCRA and RMP Call Center '

1-800-424-9346 (M-F, 9-5 ET) or www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hotline,

e-mail:epacallcenter@bah.com

Certificates of Appreciations
Today U.S. EPA is honoring Clem Jung of Hawai’i State Civil Defense; Leland Nakai,

coordinator of the Honolulu Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC); and Carter
Davis, chair of the Honolulu LEPC, with certificates of appreciation for the outstanding
work, along with the Hawai’i State Emergency Response Commission, for hosting and
contributing to the big successes of the National Association of SARA Title Il Program
Officials NASTTPO) annual conference in Honolulu in April 2002 and the Operation
Kalaeloa, CHER-CAP exercise, in May 2002.

U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region Annual Report 2003: Copies of the EPA regional annual
report, issued in April 2003, are being provided at today’s HSERC meeting for members and
attendees.

CEPPO Web Site: EPA’s newly re-designed CEPPO Web site was launched last October.
Please check out: http://yosemite.epa.gov/oswer/ceppoweb.nsf/content/index.html
CEPPO Regional Meeting: We are tentatively planning to hold a one-day regional CEPP conference

on Thursday, Nov. 20, 2003 to follow the mid-year NASTTPO meeting and the major part of
- HazMat Explo7 workshop at the Orleans Hotel in Las Vegas, NV. .
CEPP Program Contact for EPA Region 9 (Pacific Southwest Region)
For more information about U.S. EPA’s Chemical Emergency Preparedness and
Prevention program for Hawai’i, please contact Mike Ardito at (415) 972-3081 or by
email at ardito.michael@epa.gov
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GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

BRUCE S. ANDERSON, Ph.D.
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

STATE OF HAWA" In reply, please refer to:

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH HEER OFFICE
P.O0. BOX 3378

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96801

HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
MEETING #49

Thursday, November 21, 2002 from 9:16 a.m. to 10:32 a.m.
Department of Health

919 Ala Moana Boulevard, 5" Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Final Meeting Summary

Attendees
Voting

Leland Nakai, Oahu LEPC Representative

Gary Gill, Department of Health

Gary Moniz, Department of Land and Natural Resources

~ Clem Jung, Department of Defense, Civil Defense Division
Rick Stercho, American Red Cross

Scott Kekuewa, Maui LEPC Representative

John Bowen, Hawaii County LEPC Representative

Masayoshi Ogata, Department of Labor and Industrial Relations
James Bac, Department of Business, Economic Dev. & Tourism

Non-Voting

Mike Cripps, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Curtis Martin, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office

Liz Galvez, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Denis Shimamoto, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Terry Corpus, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office

Jim Vinton, Tesoro Hawaii '

Cynthia Pang, CNR HI

Alan Sugihara, Navy Region Hawaii

Dave Hoffman, Tesoro Hawaii

Ed Gomes, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Cynthia Phillips, UH Hilo !

David Gaud, DLNR

Myron Yoshioka, Hawaii County LEPC



1) The meeting was convened at 9:16 a.m. by Gary Gill.
1.1 Attendees introduced themselves.
1.2 Minutes from meeting #48 were adopted with no changes.

2) LEPC Updates

2.1 Hawaii
John Bowen-1) held a Hawaii County LEPC meeting on November 12, 2002; 2) Presentation by UH Hilo on the
HMEP Planning Grant (to be presented today); 3) Concerns of the conflict of training classes. Would like to see
better coordination of the schedule of classes. Clem Jung stated that the SCD scheduled classes are listed on their
website; 4) Hawaii County LEPC table top exercise has been rescheduled to August 2003; 5) It has been
suggested that Clem Jung be the clearinghouse for training classes. 6) HSERC agenda to contain item to share
any upcoming training. '

2.2 Kauai-No representative

2.3 Maui
Scott Kekuewa-he is a new member and will be more involved with the Maui LEPC. He is in the learning
process and will coordinate with Jeff Murray on the Maui LEPC.

2:4 Honolulu ‘ . '
Leland Nakai— Gave an update of the November 7, 2002 Honolulu LEPC meeting. (minutes available upon
request)

3) HMEP Grant

Clem Jung-1) HMEP Planning ‘Grant of $43,006 has been approved; 2) Received MOA from Honolulu and Kauai
LEPC and waiting for Maui and Hawaii County LEPC for their MOA; 3) Distribution of the NASTTPO
Conference schedule and training class schedules.

4) EPA Update

Denis Shimamoto-handouts on EPA updates had been submitted by Mike Ardito and were available at the sign-in
desk. (handout available upon request)

Curtis Martin made a presentation of a certificate from EPA to Gary Gill for four years as the Chair of the
HSERC.

5) Hawaii County LEPC HMEP Project

Cynthia Phillips, UH Hilo, made the presentation of the HMEP Planning Grant project which was a geographical
response study to hazardous materials by the Hawaii County Fire Department. (see handout)

John Bowen stated that future projects will look into training needs, planning, equipment, etc.

6) Other Business

Myron Yoshioka-Made a suggestion that all HazMat teams meet once or twice a year to discuss issues pertaining
to HazMat. (technology, equipment, training, etc.)

Curtis Martin-This suggestion should be presented to the Hawaii State Fire Council.

Gary Gill-The HSERC should send a letter to the Fire Council stating that the HSERC supports this suggestion.
A letter under Gary Gill’s signature will be sent to the Fire Council.

Gary Gill-The Noise, Radiation and Indoor Air Quality Branch personnel are receiving Hazwoper training. He
will be attending the 2002 EPA Region III Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Prevention Conference in

Baltimore, Maryland from December 8-12 to make a presentation on the mercury spill that occurred in Hawaii.

John Bowen-Hawaii County LEPC will be holding training in dealing with the media.



Gary Gill appointed Curtis Martin to convene the next HSERC meeting if no one is appointed as the Chair of the
HSERC.

7) Schedule next HSERC meeting
The next HSERC meeting will be on Thursday, January 23, 2003 at 9:00 am.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:32 pm.

Respectfully Submitted

Denis M. Shimamoto
HSERC Coordinator



CHIYOME L. FUKINO, M.D.
DIRECTOR-OF HEALTH

LINDA LINGLE
GOVERNOR OF HAWAII

STATE OF HAWA" Inreply, please refer to:
~ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH HEER OFFICE

P.0.BOX 3378
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96801

HAWAII STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION
MEETING #50

Thursday, January 23, 2003 from 9:15 a.m. to 10:34 a.m.

Department of Health
919 Ala Moana Boulevard, 5™ Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814

Draft Meeting Summary
Attendees

Voting :
Leland Nakai, Oahu LEPC Representative
Curtis Martin, Designated Chair, Department of Health, HEER Office
Gary Moniz, Department of Land and Natural Resources
Clem Jung, Department of Defense, Civil Defense Division
Danny Tengan, American Red Cross
Scott Kekuewa, Maui LEPC Representative
Tracy Aruga, Hawaii County LEPC Representative
Masayoshi Ogata, Department of Labor and Industrial Relations

Non-Voting
Liz Galvez, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Denis Shimamoto, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Cynthia Pang, CNR HI
Alan Sugihara, Navy Region Hawaii
Ed Gomes, Department of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office
Cynthia Phillips, UH Hilo _
Earl Nishikawa, Chevron Products, Co.
James Decker, HIOSH '
Walter Medina, HIOSH
Shirley Zhai, BEI Hawaii
Christine Gustafson, USCG



* 1) The meeting was convened at 9:16 a.m. by Curtis Martin.

1.1 Minutes from meeting #49 were adopted with no changes.

1.2 Due to a scheduling conflict, Walter Medina, HIOSH, gave his presentation on explosives legislation
“and future training. He asked that members of the HSERC support proposed explosives legislation at
the State Legislature this year. (see handout)

2) LEPC Updates

2.1 Hawaii _
Tracy Aruga-1) Sent two people to the HAZMAT Explo in Las Vegas, NV; 2) WMD training held in Hilo in
December; 3) Approved $800 for transportation expenses to ship a used van from Honolulu to Hilo to be
converted into a HAZMAT vehicle for the Kona area; 4) Presentation of the HMEP Planning project at the LEPC
meeting.

2.2 Kauai
Denis Shimamoto-At the Kauai LEPC meetlng, Kaua1 Power Partners made a presentation of a “quick reference
chart” of “Hazardous Materials Splll Prevention & Response Procedures” and “Contingency and Response” that -
is used by the company.
Clem Jung-l) Kauai will prepare a letter to the Mayor on the new membership of the LEPC; 2) Discussion on the
. tabletop exercise and full scale exercise to be held in 2005 and 2006.

. 2.3 Maui

Scott Kekuewa- Gave an update of the January 15, 2003 Maui LEPC meeting. 1)Discussion on the HMEP
Planning project; 2)Letter to Mayor Arakawa on the approval of new membership of the LEPC; 3)Update of the
HazCat test kit; 4)Someone to attend the NASTTPO Conference in April 2003 in Oklahoma; 5)Training classes
for Fire Department and private business.

2.4 Honolulu.
Leland Nakai— Gave an update of the January 16, 2003 Honolulu LEPC meeting. (rmnutes avallable upon
request) :

- 3) Training Classes

Clem Jung, SCD, distributed a schedule of training classes.

Earl Nishikawa, Chevron Products, Co.-Chevron provided an area (decommissioned refining facility) for training
for terrorism of a refinery facility. It was a joint training effort with the police department and former military
special forces (HALO).

" 4) EPA Update '
Curtis Martin-handouts on EPA updates had been submitted by Mike Ardito and were available at the sign-in
desk. (handout available upon request)

5) Tier 1

Marsha Graf, HEER Office-The HEER Office will have the master database of the Tier II data and will prov1de
the information to the LEPC, Fire, etc. All data will be converted to Tier2Submit Cameo. The office will
coordinate the data entry with all the LEPCs. ‘



6) Schedule next HSERC meeting
The next HSERC meeting will be on Thursday, May 29, 2003 at 9 00 am,

The meeting was adjourned at 10:34 am.
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