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AFIX/HPV Highlight

Alicia Diem is a new member of the Hawaii VFC team and serves as our AFIX
Coordinator. AFIX stands for Assessment, Feedback, Incentives and eXchange and is a
program that offers VFC vaccine providers an opportunity to obtain a current snapshot of
their vaccination coverage rates and implement strategies to increase immunization rates,
including HPV, which are low in Hawaii and across the nation.

Low HPV vaccination rates are leaving another generation of boys and girls vulnera-
ble to devastating HPV cancers. Vaccination could prevent most of these cancers. As a VFC
provider in Hawaii, CDC is looking to you to make a strong recommendation for HPV

vaccination to your patients and their parents/guardians.

e Talking with Parents about
HPV Vaccine

Contact Alicia Diem at 808-587-6565 or 1-800-933-4VFC (toll free) to learn more

about the AFIX program. Be sure to take advantage of this opportunity to obtain immun-

ization assessments and increase childhood immunization rates in your practice.

From4to 9

We at the Hawaii VFC program are very excited to offer
the 9-valent HPV vaccine (HPV9) to our providers.

Similar to HPV2 and HPV4, HPV9 contains HPV types
16 and 18 which account for approximately 64% of inva-
sive HPV-associated cancers. HPV9 targets five addi-
tional types (31, 33, 45, 52, 58), which account for about
15% of cervical cancers.

Transitioning to HPV9: Frequently Asked Questions

Q: If a series was started with HPV2 or HPV4, can it
be completed with HPV9?

A: Yes. The Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) recommendations state that HPV9 may
be used to continue or complete a series started with a
different HPV vaccine product.

Q: Are additional HPV9 doses recommended for a
person who completed the vaccine series with HPV2 or
HPV4?

A: There is no ACIP recommendation for routine
additional HPV9 vaccination of persons who previously
completed a HPV vaccination series.

Q: I still have a supply of HPV4. What shall | do with it?
A: For providers who have remaining doses of HPV4, we
are not recommending wasting these vaccines. Current
recommendations are to administer your remaining doses of
HPV4 vaccine to males, because females will benefit more
from receiving the HPV9 vaccine.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has
published the “Supplemental Information and Guidance for
Vaccination Providers Regarding Use of 9-valent HPV Vac-
cine” and made it available online at http://www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/who/teens/downloads/9vHPV-quidance.pdf.

For additional questions regarding the HPV vaccination
schedule or transitioning from HPV4 to HPV9 vaccine,
contact the Hawaii VFC program at 586-8300 (Oahu),
1-800-933-4832 (Neighbor Islands).
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Have You HIR’d?

Have You HIR’d that the Hawaii Immunization Registry can
generate HPV vaccination reminder/recall reports for your VFC
patients? With a few simple clicks, HIR can generate a list of
patients that are due or overdue for HPV vaccination as well as

produce customizable reminder/recall letters.

This functionality can be found in the “Reports” menu bar — just
look for the “reminder / recall” menu option, select the “HPV”
vaccine group, then click on the “generate” button. Other
reminder/recall options include the ability to limit the list to
specific birth date ranges as well as exclude patients that may

have already received a reminder/recall notice recently.

If you have any questions or would like more information, please
contact the HIR Help Desk at 586-4665 (Oahu), 1-888-447-1023
(Neighbor Islands) or via email at registryhelp@doh.hawaii.gov.

TALKTO THE DOC

What is the recommended schedule for the
new HPV9 vaccine?

HPV9 is administered in a 3-dose schedule. The
second dose is administered at least | to 2 months
after the first dose, and the third dose 6 months after

the first dose.

If the vaccine schedule is interrupted, the vaccination
series does not need to be restarted.

MINIMUM AGE/INTERVALS:
Dose |: Not before age 9 years

Dose 2: 4 weeks after dose #1
Dose 3: 12 weeks after dose #2 AND 24 weeks after

dose #1

Note: The 3™ dose may be considered to be valid if it
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