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NOTICE OF MEETING

Disability and Communication Access Board

General Board Meeting

May 15, 2025

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

AGENDA
The Disability and Communication Access Board (DCAB) will be meeting remotely using interactive conference technology.  The public is welcome to participate as follows.
Public In-Person Meeting Location

Kamamalu Building
1010 Richards Street, Room 118
Honolulu, HI 96813

Participate Virtually via Zoom

Click on the link below or copy and paste it into your browser window:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89259893851?pwd=HXiLldWmWlHSIYKL9dfxlLLrDt4k6x.1
and enter Meeting ID:  892 5989 3851

To join by phone

Dial 1 669 900 6833 and enter Meeting ID:  892 5989 3851

Public Testimony

Testimony or comments presented by members of the public during Board meetings shall be limited to three minutes per agenda item.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), a reasonable amount of additional time shall be afforded to persons with a communication disability to present testimony or comments, if needed.  Any person who needs additional time to present testimony or comments is encouraged to contact the DCAB office in advance of the meeting.  This rule shall be placed at the beginning of all Board meeting agendas.

Members of the public may present comment or testimony during Board meetings on each agenda item.  Public comment or testimony, if any, shall be presented on each agenda item before the Board deliberates on the item.  After all public comment or testimony is presented, the Board shall deliberate on the agenda item without further comment or testimony from the public unless further public comment or testimony is requested by the Board.

Written Testimony - To ensure the public as well as Board members are able to review testimony prior to the meeting, written testimony should be submitted 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting date and time.  Written testimony may be submitted by one of the methods listed below:

●	By email to:  dcab@doh.hawaii.gov

●	By U.S. Postal Mail:
Kirby Shaw, Disability and Communication Access Board, 1010 Richards Street, Room 118, Honolulu, HI 96813

●	By facsimile to: (808) 586-8129

AGENDA

I. Call to Order
Review Remote Meeting Procedures
· This meeting is being recorded.
· A quorum of Board members is required to be visible on screen.
· If quorum is not achieved at the beginning of the meeting or quorum is lost, the meeting will be stopped and cancelled.
· If a Board member leaves the meeting, the Board member will need to notify the Chairperson.
· Raise hand to speak unless called upon.
· Identify yourself before speaking.

II. Roll Call/Introductions

III. Statement from Public and Written Testimonies Submitted.

IV. Approval of General Board Meeting Minutes of April 3, 2025.

V. Executive Director’s Report

A. Update on Act 172, SLH 2022 - Hawaii Electronic Information Technology Accessibility Act, “Hawaii Electronic Information Technology Disability Access Standards”.

B. Personnel
1. Vacant DCAB Program Specialist and DCAB Support Technician I positions.

2. Update on the request for a new Program Specialist position within DCAB to provide technical assistance to State and County entities on making web content and mobile apps accessible to persons with disabilities pursuant to the recently amended United States Department of Justice Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Title II regulations.

VI. Committee Reports

A. Executive Committee

No report.

B. Legislative Committee
1. The Committee met on May 14, 2025.
2. Number of measures on which the Legislative Committee took a position.
a.	DCAB reviewed 128 bills and resolutions.
b.	DCAB submitted 77 written testimonies.
c.	Staff testified in person at 55 hearings on 22 different bills.
d.	DCAB testified on or monitored 11 bills that were enrolled to the Governor.
3. Update on legislation that impacts DCAB

Senate Bill 1008 HD1 CD1 - Related to Parking.  Authorizes the counties to adopt ordinances to enforce the accessible parking space requirements for parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities and electric vehicles. Repeals the requirement for any public or private entity that provides parking spaces reserved for persons with to comply with laws relating to parking for disabled persons. Effective upon approval.
Senate Bill 1009 SD2 HD2 CD1 - Related to Parking.  Establishes a state reserved parking space enforcement fine for the unauthorized use of parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities or electric vehicles. Deposits fifty percent of all fines into the general fund and fifty percent of all fines into the Safe Routes to School Program Special Fund. Specifies that a fine shall not be imposed on a person who parks in a space designated and marked as reserved for electric vehicles if the electric vehicle charging system is visibly inoperable or broken. Effective upon approval.

SCR58 – Urging The Counties of the State to Install a Minimum Set of Accessible Recreational Playground Equipment in Each Playground Located in a County Park and to Establish Comprehensive Maintenance Plans that Ensure the Long-Term Safety, Cleanliness, and Functionality of Each Playground.

C. Standing Committee on Communication Access
1. The Committee will hold a meeting on May 22, 2025.
2. 2025 Communication Access State Conference
3. Final Evaluation Results Received for One Applicant for the Hawaii Quality Assurance System (HQAS) Test
4. Report on Two New Applicants for the Hawaii Quality Assurance System (HQAS) Test
5. Report on Hawaii Deaf-Blind Expo held on May 3, 2025

D.	Standing Committee on Facility Access
1. The Committee held a meeting on April 22, 2025.
2. Revised Interpretive Opinion DCAB 2025-01 Signage Installation Height and Location reviewed and approved.
3. Facility Access Section of Plan of Action for Fiscal Year (FY) 2025-2026 reviewed and approved with no changes.

E.	Standing Committee on Parking
1. The Committee held a meeting on May 12, 2025. 
2. Disability Parking Placard Issuance Statistics for Quarter 3 Year 2024-2025 – Update. 
3. Statistics on the number of emails sent to permittees regarding a pending disability parking permit expiration. 
4. Update on procurement of parking placards and decals.
5. Update on crosscheck with Vital Records and return of placards issued to deceased persons.
6. Report on the number of submissions via the webpage to report the misuse of disability parking permits and the webpage to report reserved parking spaces for persons with disabilities that do not comply with the ADA or State design requirements.
F.	Standing Committee on Transportation
1. The Committee held a meeting on May 12, 2025.
2. Review of City and County of Honolulu Performance Metrics for Public Transit and Paratransit (February 2025) and proposal for a mobile payment option. 
3. Review of Hele Mai Maui 2045 - Maui County Draft Updates to Long Range Transportation Plan.
4. Review and discussion of recent changes to Richards Street parking spaces, loading zone, and bike lane configuration.

G.	Special Parent Information Network (SPIN)
1. The SPIN Advisory Committee met on April 23, 2025.
2. Results of the 39th Annual SPIN Conference held on Saturday, May 10, 2025 at Koolau Ballrooms and Conference Center.
3. Children’s Mental Health Awareness Activity on May 30, 2025 – SPIN participation in an Informational Fair at Pearlridge Center to educate families and the public on children with emotional disabilities.

VII. Old Business

A.	ADA Coordination
1. Review statistics of ADA technical assistance program.  Update.
2. State and County ADA Coordinators meetings.
3. Making State and Counties web content and mobile apps accessible for persons with disabilities training sessions for ADA Coordinators.  Update.
4. Report on ADA training in Madison, Wisconsin.

B.	Emergency Preparedness Efforts.  Update.

C.	DCAB Organizational Chart

D.	Proposal to review the DCAB Programs and Services Reference Manual

VIII. New Business

A. Mahalo to outgoing Board Members  Nikki Kepoo, Marie Kimmey, and Summer Kozai.

B. Appointment of Nominating Committee Members

IX. Open Forum:  Public comment on issues not on the agenda for consideration for the Board’s agenda at the next meeting.

X. Next Meetings:  

July 17, 2025, Annual Planning Meeting, 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., and General Meeting, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

XI. Adjournment
If you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to disability, contact Scott Castor at (808) 586-8121 or email dcab@doh.hawaii.gov as soon as possible.  Requests made as early as possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled.

Upon request, this notice is available in alternate/accessible formats.

The agenda and meeting materials for this meeting are available for inspection at DCAB’s office located at 1010 Richards Street, Room 118, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 and on DCAB‘s website at: https://health.hawaii.gov/dcab/dcab-agendas-and-minutes/.
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DRAFT MINUTES
Disability and Communication Access Board
General Board Meeting

Location:	Virtual and 1010 Richards Street, Room 118
Date:		April 3, 2025
Time:		11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.


PRESENT:	Violet Horvath, Chairperson; Anthony Akamine, Dayne Greene, Gerald Isobe, Marie Kimmey, Summer Kozai, Michael Nojima, Gerald Ohta, Teri Spinola-Campbell, LisaAnn Tom, Board Members; Kristine Pagano, Bryan Mick, Elizabeth Delovio, Rodney Kanno, Susan Rocco, Staff

ABSENT:	Ronald Awa, Rosanna Daniel-Kanetake, Scott Fleming, Nikki Kepo’o, Charlotte Townsend, Board Members

PUBLIC PARTICIPANTS:	Philip Ana, Leelynn Brady, Peter Fritz, Donald Sakamoto, Ryan Tamashiro, Annette Tashiro, Fanny Yeh

SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETERS:	Keri Lee and Jackie Gonzalez

REAL TIME
CAPTIONERS:	April Chandler and Kelly DeCamp

I.	Chairperson Violet Horvath called the meeting to order at 11:10 a.m.  She provided an overview of the procedures for public testimony or comments, and remote meeting procedures.

II.	Roll was called, and Board members, staff, sign language interpreters, and real time captioners introduced themselves.

III.	Statement from Public and Written Testimonies Submitted

Chairperson Violet Horvath reported that the Board did not receive any written testimony for this meeting.

IV.	Approval of General Board Meeting Minutes of February 6, 2025.

The minutes of the February 6, 2025 General meeting minutes were approved as circulated  (M/S/P  Greene/Kimmey).

V.	Executive Director’s Report

A.	Update on Act 172, SLH 2022 - Hawaii Electronic Information Technology Accessibility Act, “Hawaii Electronic Information Technology Disability Access Standards”.

Kristine Pagano reported that DCAB continues to meet regularly with the Office of Technology Services (ETS) regarding the recently published the “Hawaii Electronic Information Technology Disability Access Standards.”  The Department of Accounting and General Services disseminated information to Department Directors and Deputy Directors on accessibility updates and compliance requirements for State entities.

Testimony:	Peter Fritz said going to the ETS website, it references Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 not 2.1 as stated in the Hawaii Electronic Information Technology Disability Access Standards.

B.	Personnel
1.	DCAB Staffing Status.

a. Vacant DCAB Program Specialist position.

Kristine Pagano reported that the position announcement has not been posted on the Hawaii Department of Health and Disability and Communication Access Board employment webpages; it should be posted on both webpages by the next DCAB General meeting.

2.	Update on the submittal of request for new Program Specialist to provide technical assistance to State and County entities on making web content and mobile apps accessible to persons with disabilities pursuant to the recently amended United States Department of Justice Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Title II regulations.

Kristine Pagano reported staff attended the Senate Committee on Ways and Means decision making hearing on House Bill 300, HD1 Relating to the State Budget.  The Program Specialist position is included in the HD1, however, staff is waiting on the Senate version of the budget.

Kristine Pagano provided clarification as to the difference between the Program Specialist positions.  The vacant Program Specialist position is in the Parking program while the new Program Specialist position would provide web content accessibility.

VI.	Committee Reports

A.	Executive Committee

No report as Committee did not meet.

B.	Legislative Committee

Chairperson Violet Horvath reported that the Committee voted to support eighty one (81) bills and is monitoring an additional twenty two (22) bills and resolutions.

1.	Update on the number of bills the Legislative Committee has taken a position on.

The Committee reviewed one hundred twenty eight (128) bills and seven (7) resolutions, and testified on fifty nine (59) bills, and five (5) bills with comments without a position.

2.	Update on Bills that Impact DCAB

Senate Bill 1008 HD1 Related to Parking - Authorizes the counties to adopt ordinances to enforce the accessible parking space requirements for parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities and electric vehicles. Repeals the requirement for any public or private entity that provides parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities to comply with laws relating to parking for disabled persons. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD1)

Staff provided written testimony in support of this bill.  The bill passed all Committees and will return to the originating body.  If the Senate disagrees with the House amendments the bill will go to Conference Committee.  Bryan Mick explained that the amendments applied to electric vehicle section (e.g. inoperable charging stations) of the bill.

Senate Bill 1009 SD2 HD2 Related to Parking - Establishes a state reserved parking space enforcement fine for the unauthorized use of parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities or electric vehicles to be deposited into the Safe Routes to School Program Special Fund. Specifies that a fine shall not be imposed on a person who parks in a space designated and marked as reserved for electric vehicles if the electric vehicle charging system is visibly inoperable or broken. Effective 7/1/3000. (HD2)

Staff provided written testimony supporting the intent of Senate Bill 1009 SD2 HD2 Related to Parking.  The bill passed all Committees and will return to the originating body.  Bryan Mick said this bill will be going to Conference Committee.  The main difference is the new fine which was originally proposed at $100 and was changed to $25 in HD2.  The major point of contention for the Conference Committee would be what is the appropriate amount of the fine.

House Bill 469 Relating to Parking for Disabled Persons - Requires the Disability and Communication Access Board to issue a disability travel placard to an applicant who has a valid removable windshield placard and provides proof of travel. Effective 7/1/2027.
Chairperson Violet Horvath said House Bill 469 Relating to Parking for Disabled Persons is dead.

House Bill 1270 Relating to Accessibility - Beginning 7/1/26, requires any public or private entity that operates a public lot, including a business lot, that provides more than 25 parking spaces to increase the number of federally mandated parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities by a minimum of one or fifty per cent, whichever is greater.

Chairperson Violet Horvath said House Bill 1270 Relating to Accessibility is dead.

Senate Bill 431 Relating to Parking for Disabled Persons - Allows persons entitled to park in disabled parking spaces to report vehicles illegally parked in disabled parking spaces to the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon receipt of a legitimate report, requires the Department to send a notice to the offender informing them of the report and advising them of the law and penalties for illegally parking in a handicapped space. 

Chairperson Violet Horvath said Senate Bill 431 Relating to Parking for Disabled Persons is dead.

C.	Standing Committee on Communication Access

1.	Committee Chairperson Gerald Isobe reported the Committee met on March 6, 2025.

A.	Report on the Hawaii Quality Assurance System (HQAS) Test.

Committee Chairperson Gerald Isobe reported an applicant who took the HQAS test in December 2024 successfully passed as a Tier IV American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter.  This is a significant addition to the Deaf and ASL interpreting community, bringing valuable talent to the workforce.  Staff tested an applicant in March and awaiting the test results.  Another applicant is schedule to take the test in April 2025.

B. Report on Deaf and Hard of Hearing Advisory Board (DHHAB) Meeting on February 15, 2025.

Committee Chairperson Gerald Isobe reported that staff attended the DHHAB meeting on February 15, 2025.  The Hawaii Department of Human Services, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services, Deaf and Hard of Hearing Advisory Board, shared the difficulty in filling their Vocational Rehabilitation Specialist I, II, III (ASL) positions for the Deaf Services Section.  The positions are posted on the Department of Human Resources website.

C. Save the Date, Hawaii DeafBlind Expo on May 3, 2025 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Palama Settlement, 810 N. Vineyard Blvd. Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Committee Chairperson Gerald Isobe shared that DCAB will be an exhibitor at the Hawaii DeafBlind Expo.  The Expo is for individuals with any level of vision and hearing loss. Registration is required; to register go to https://bit.ly/HawaiiDBExpo2025.

D. Standing Committee on Facility Access

1. Committee Chairperson Marie Kimmey reported the Committee met on February 7, 2025.

A. Update on the Determination of Interpretive Opinion DCAB 2025-01 regarding braille as a tactile character and its 48” minimum dimension requirement:  Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) section (703.4.1) provides the minimum and maximum sign installation heights above the finish floor or ground surface.  Tactile characters on signs shall be located 48" minimum above the finish floor or ground surface, measured from the baseline of the lowest tactile character and 60" maximum above the finish floor or ground surface, measured from the baseline of the highest tactile character.

Committee Chairperson Marie Kimmey reported the purpose of the Interpretive Opinion is to clarify the figure in ADAAG 703.4.1 that is incorrect.  The U.S. Access Board provided guidance material on ADAAG 703.4.1.  Braille is viewed as a tactile character by both the U.S. Access Board and the U.S. Department of Justice and that the minimum mounting height above the finish floor is to be taken to the baseline of the lowest tactile character, which would be the braille.

The Committee requested the Interpretive Opinion clarify instances where text may occur below the braille.  The Interpretive Opinion was tentatively approved pending ADAAG 703.4.1 figure revisions.

Testimony:	Peter Fritz inquired if remediation is required?  Committee Chairperson Marie Kimmey said as long as the initial sign installation was compliant with the ADA at the time of installation, the sign is grandfathered.  If new work is done, then the signage would follow whatever the current ADAAG requires.

B. Update on the 2025 Disability Access Virtual Conference

Committee Chairperson Marie Kimmey reported the 2025 Disability Access Virtual Conference is scheduled for June 26 and 27, 2025 and will be from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. each day.  There will be a total of four sessions, “Accessible Residential Housing”, “Scoping Exceptions & DCAB Interpretive Opinions”, “Transient Lodging Facilities”, and “Common Errors & Omissions.”  Registration is open.  For more information, please contact DCAB by phone (808) 586-8121 or email, dcab@doh.hawaii.gov.

E. Standing Committee on Parking

1. Committee Chairperson Summer Kozai reported the Committee met on March 17, 2025.

A. Update on the Disability Parking Placard Issuance Statistics for Quarter 3 months of January and February for the Fiscal Year 2024-2025 

Committee Chairperson Summer Kozai reported that during the first two (2) months of the third quarter about five thousand (5,000) placards were issued and two hundred thirty two (232) special license plates reauthorized or issued.  Of the placards, about one thousand four hundred (1,400) were temporary, three thousand six hundred (3,600) were long term, and eight (3) were Disabled Paid Parking Exemption Permits.  Of the long term placards, about one thousand five hundred (1,500) were renewals issued by DCAB.  The renewal rate was sixty eight percent (68%).

B. Update on the Quarter 3 statistics on the number of emails sent to permittees regarding a pending disability parking permit expiration.

Committee Chairperson Summer Kozai reported staff sent two thousand four hundred one (2,401) emails to remind permittees of their pending disability parking permit expiration.

C. Update on procurement of placards 

Committee Chairperson Summer Kozai reported an award was made to provide twenty three thousand (23,000) long term and temporary placards.

D. Update on the crosscheck with Office of Vital Records for the placard retrieval from the estates of deceased permittees.

Committee Chairperson Summer Kozai reported staff mailed three thousand seven hundred (3,700) letters to the estates of deceased permittees to return the placards.  To date thirty one percent (31%) of the placards have been returned, two percent (2%) were reported as lost, and seven percent (7%) of the letters were returned as undeliverable.

E. Report on the number of submissions via the webpage to report the misuse of disability parking permits and the webpage to report reserved parking spaces for persons with disabilities that do not comply with the ADA or State design requirements.

Committee Chairperson Summer Kozai reported three (3) submissions via the webpage reported the misuse of disability parking permits and three (3) submission were submitted on reserved parking spaces for persons with disabilities that did not comply with the ADA or State design requirements.  One of the submission was forwarded to the County of Hawaii.

F. Summary of staff meetings with the Departments of Law Enforcement, Department of Land and Natural Resources, and Honolulu Police Department Volunteer Special Enforcement Officer Program.

Committee Chairperson Summer Kozai reported staff met with deputy police chiefs to discuss the Honolulu Police Department Volunteer Special Enforcement Officer Program.

F.	Standing Committee on Transportation

1.	Chairperson Violet Horvath reported the Committee met on March 17, 2025.

A. Report on the review of County of Kauai’s press release regarding the launch of a mobile fare payment option on public transit and paratransit vehicles.

Chairperson Violet Horvath reported the Committee reviewed the County of Kauai’s press release regarding the launch of a mobile fare payment option on public transit and paratransit vehicles. It can be reviewed at https://www.kauai.gov/County-Press-Releases/Kaua%E2%80%98i-Bus-launches-mobile-ticketing-app-powered-by-Masabi-2025.

The Committee also reviewed the 2015 Statewide Mobility Management Report whose recommendations have not been implemented.

B. Report of the review of the United States Department of Transportation’s notice on the temporary enforcement pause of the final rule entitled, “Ensuring Safe Accommodations for Air Travelers with Disabilities Using Wheelchairs”.

Chairperson Violet Horvath reported the Committee reviewed the U.S. Department of Transportation’s notice of temporary pause on enforcement of the final rule entitled, “Ensuring Safe Accommodations for Air Travelers with Disabilities Using Wheelchairs.”

C. Request the Board to authorize staff to submit testimony and/or comments in opposition to any proposals to pause, delay or repeal any federal regulation the board previously supported.

Chairperson Violet Horvath reported the Committee requests the Board to authorize staff to submit testimony and/or comments in opposition to any proposals to pause, delay or repeal any federal regulation the Board previously supported.  This will ensure that no deadlines are missed to comment on important issues affecting persons with disabilities.

The Board voted to authorize staff to submit testimony and/or comments in opposition to any proposals to pause, delay or repeal any federal regulation the Board previously supported  (M/S/P  Horvath/Tom).

Bryan Mick said the pause, delay, or repeal would give the incoming administration a chance to review a policy and determine if it aligns with the President’s goals.  He provided an example of the U.S. Department of Transportation asking the public to identify regulations or rules that should be repealed.  He reminded members that the Board supported the effort to require accessible lavatories on aircrafts and to have an earlier compliance date than what was proposed.

G.	Special Parent Information Network (SPIN)

1. Board member Anthony Akamine reported that the SPIN Advisory Committee met on March 12, 2025.

A. Report of East Hawaii SPIN program and activities.

Board member Anthony Akamine reported that Amanda Kaahanui, SPIN Program Specialist relocated to the Big Island where she has been able to expand SPIN’s presence at activities, which included presenting a Diploma vs. Certificate of Completion at the Waimea and Hilo Footsteps to Transition Fairs, participation at the Community Children’s Council meeting in Kau and manning a table at the Pahoa Elementary Spring Fest.

B. Report on the February 8, 2025, Oahu Footsteps to Transition Virtual Fair

Board member Anthony Akamine reported that SPIN served as a planning partner and co-sponsored the Oahu Footsteps to Transition Virtual Fair for ninety (90) participants. Presentations on Project Life, Benefits Planning, Transitioning to Adult Health and the Developmental Disabilities Division’s eligibility process and employment programs.

C. Update on the Planning for the May 10, 2025 SPIN Conference.

Board member Anthony Akamine reported the 39th Annual SPIN Conference, “The Magical Word of SPIN” will be held on Saturday, May 10, 2025 at Koolau Ballrooms and Conference Center.  The upcoming Conference will include sixteen (16) workshops, a morning keynote featuring two (2) parents and a young adult with autism, a luncheon awards ceremony, a resource fair with forty (40) agencies and organizations.  The registration form and agenda can be found at: www.spinconference.org.

D. New SPIN Infographics for Families

Board member Anthony Akamine reported three (3) new infographics for families of children with disabilities were released in SPIN newsletters to understand the eligibility criteria for special education services and an essential requirement for developing an Individualized Education Program (IEP)—the Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (PLAAFP).  The first two describe the eligibility category of Developmental Delay with different eligibility criteria for 3-5 year olds and 6-9 year olds.  The infographic on PLAAFP describes how this section of the IEP describes a student’s current abilities, skills, needs and strengths and stresses the importance of parent involvement in the process.

VII.	Old Business

A. ADA Coordination

1.	Update on training DCAB staff for the statistics of Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) technical assistance

Elizabeth Delovio said she completed the ADA Coordinator Training Certification Program (ACTCP).  She responded to fifty five (55) inquiries related to the ADA.  Most of the inquiries were about service animals, web accessibility, and housing access.

2.	Update on State and County ADA Coordinators meetings

No report as there were no meetings.

3.	Update on making State and Counties web content and mobile apps accessible for persons with disabilities training sessions for ADA Coordinators.

No report.

B.	Emergency Preparedness Efforts

DCAB staff participated in a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) G-197 Inclusive Emergency Planning meeting regarding Emergency Planning and the Special Needs Population.  The planning meetings are to develop emergency planning training to address special needs inclusion during an emergency preparedness, response, and recovery.  DCAB has been asked to review the communication and transportation aspects.

Testimony:	Peter Fritz inquired about meetings with the ADA Coordinators to make them aware of meeting notices and the inconsistency of the requesting an accommodation statement.

VIII.	New Business

A. Correspondence to Hawaii’s Congressional Delegation regarding Federal Budget Cuts and its Impact on Hawaii’s Population of People with Disabilities

Kristine Pagano said that staff is requesting Board approval to mail a letter to Hawaii’s current Congressional delegation regarding the federal budget cuts and its impact on Hawaii’s population of people with disabilities.  There is a huge concern from nonprofit organizations such as the American Association of People with Disabilities, the National Federation of the Blind, etc.

She informed the Board that the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) rescinded eleven (11) pieces of guidance streaming the ADA for businesses.  Five (5) of the eleven (11) were COVID-19 related and the other six (6) relates to assisting customers with disabilities.

Chairperson Violet Horvath clarified that the letter include the federal budget cuts and their impact on persons with disabilities, and DOJ’s removal of the eleven (11) ADA guidance.

The Board approved staff’s request to send a letter regarding the federal budget cuts, its impact on persons with disabilities, and the removal of the guidance  (M/S/P  Akamine/Spinola-Campbell).

Board member Dayne Greene suggested sending two (2) letters:  one from DCAB and one in coordination with other agencies on the federal budget cuts and its impact.  The Board voted to send a joint letter with other organizations regarding the budget cuts and its impact on persons with disabilities  (M/S/P  Ohta/Greene).

IX.	Open Forum:  Public comment on issues not on the agenda for consideration for the Board’s agenda at the next meeting.

Chairperson Violet Horvath said for consideration, the next Board meeting include the organizational chart and a report by the Planner/ADA Coordinator regarding staff attendance at a conference.

X.	Chairperson Violet Horvath reminded Board members of the next General meeting scheduled for May 15, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

XI.	The meeting adjourned at 12:47 p.m.

NOTE:  All votes were unanimous unless otherwise noted.

Respectfully submitted,



CINDY Y. OMURA
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