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Ka ʻOihana Hoʻokaʻaʻike no ka Poʻe Kīnānā


1010 Richards Street, Rm. 118 • Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813
Ph. (808) 586-8121 (V) • Fax (808) 586-8129 • (808) 204-2466 (VP)


NOTICE OF MEETING
Disability and Communication Access Board
General Board Meeting
May 21, 2026
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
The public is welcome to participate as follows.
Physical Meeting Location

Kamamalu Building
1010 Richards Street, Room 111A and 111B
Honolulu, HI 96813
Participate Virtually via Zoom

Click on the link below or copy and paste it into your web browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83219504340 & Enter the Meeting ID:  832 1950 4340
To Join by phone

Dial 1-646-568-7788 and enter meeting ID: 832 1950 4340

One tap mobile:  +12532050468,,83219504340# US
HOW TO TESTIFY:
Written testimony – There is no deadline for submission of testimony, however, to ensure the public as well as Board members are able to review testimony prior to the meeting, we request written testimony be submitted no later than 9:00 a.m. one business day prior to the scheduled meeting date and time.
· To Submit by Email: Email the Disability and Communication Access Board at dcab@doh.hawaii.gov. Please include TESTIMONY in the subject line.

· To Submit by U.S. Postal Mail or Hand-Delivery:

Attention: Disability and Communication Access Board – Testimony 
Disability and Communication Access Board 
1010 Richards Street, Room 118 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 96813
· To Submit via Facsimile: (808) 586-8129



Oral testimony will be accepted via the remote testimony link or in-person at 1010 Richards Street, Room 111A and 111B, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96813.
Testimony or comments presented by members of the public during the Board meetings shall be limited to three (3) minutes per agenda item. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), a reasonable amount of additional time shall be afforded to persons with a communication disability to present testimony or comments, if needed. Any person who needs additional time to present testimony or comments is encouraged to contact the DCAB office in advance of the meeting. This rule shall be placed at the beginning of all Board meeting agendas.
Members of the public may present comment or testimony during Board meetings on each agenda item. Public comment or testimony, if any, shall be presented on each agenda item before the Board deliberates on the item. After all public comment or testimony is presented, the Board shall deliberate on the agenda item without further comment or testimony from the public unless further public comment or testimony is requested by the Board.
AGENDA
Call to Order

Review Remote Meeting Procedures
· This meeting is being recorded.
· A quorum of Board members is required to be visible on screen.
· If quorum is not achieved at the beginning of the meeting, the meeting will be cancelled within fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start time and updates will be made to any posted notices or calendar accordingly.
· If a Board member leaves the meeting permanently at any time, the Board member shall notify the Chairperson. If this results in a lack of quorum, the meeting will adjourn at that time.
· If a Board member leaves the meeting temporarily, the Board member shall notify the Chairperson. If this results in a lack of quorum, the Chair shall call a recess. If the Board member does not return within ten (10) minutes, the meeting will be adjourned.
· Raise hand to speak unless called upon.
· Identify yourself before speaking however public testifiers may use an alias to maintain anonymity.
Roll Call/Introductions
Statement from Public and Written Testimonies Submitted
Anticipated Executive Session

The Board may convene in executive session pursuant to HRS §§92-4 and 92-5 for the following purposes:

· To consult with the Board’s attorney on questions and issues pertaining to the Board’s powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities regarding the recruitment and hiring process for the Disability and Communication Access Board (DCAB) Executive Director position, pursuant to HRS §92-5(a)(4).
· To consult with the Board’s attorney regarding the establishment and scope of a Permitted Interaction Group related to the DCAB Executive Director recruitment process, including development of a recruitment timeline, position advertisement, salary range, applicant review procedures, interview process, reference checks, and recommendation procedures, pursuant to HRS §92-5(a)(4).
Return to Open Session
Announcement of matters discussed in executive session and any motions for action, if applicable.
Discussion and Approval on the Recruitment and Hiring Process for the DCAB Executive Director position

A. Discuss and possible action advertising for the DCAB Executive Director position.
B. Discussion and Possible Action regarding Establishment of a Permitted Interaction Group (PIG) for the DCAB Executive Director Recruitment Process.
The Board may discuss and vote on the establishment of a Permitted Interaction Group to:
1. Develop a proposed recruitment timeline for the DCAB Executive Director position;
2. Review and recommend a salary range;
3. Review applications and identify qualified applicants for interviews;
4. Conduct interviews and reference checks;
5. Present findings and recommendations to the full Board at a subsequent meeting.
Discussion and Approval of meeting minutes of April 1, 2026
Executive Director’s Report
1. Thirty-Third Legislature, 2026 Report on number of bills testified and highlight of  bills and resolutions that passed and awaiting action by the Governor who must issue an intent-to-veto list by June 30, 2026 (35th day after adjournment) and issue final vetoes or allow bills to become law without a signature by July 15, 2026.
A. House Bill 1800 House Draft 1 Senate Draft 1 Conference Draft 1 – Relating to the State Budget. Adjusts and requests appropriations for fiscal biennium 2025-2027 funding requirements for operations and capital improvement projects of Executive Branch agencies and programs. (CD1)

Link to House Bill 1800 House Draft 1 Senate Draft 1 Conference Draft 1:
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1800&year=2026

The Disability and Communication Access Board’s general fund decreased from $767,346 to $744,846. This reduction impacts expenditures only.

B. Senate Bill 2921 Senate Draft 1 House Draft 1 Conference Draft 1 – 
Relating to State Funds. Transfers to the general fund the excess balances of various non-general funds and programs. (CD1)

Link to Senate Bill 2921 Senate Draft 1 House Draft 1 Conference Draft 1:
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2921&year=2026	

The Disability and Communication Access Board’s Special Fund transfers $1,000,000 to the general fund. This transfer may have a long-term impact on DCAB operations.
C.	House Bill 469 House Draft 2 Senate Draft 2  - Relating to Parking for Disabled Persons. Requires the Disability and Communication Access Board to issue a disability travel placard to an applicant who has a valid removeable windshield placard or disabled paid parking exemption permit but does not have a valid special license plate, and provides proof of travel.

Link to House Bill 469 House Draft 2 Senate Draft 2: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=469&year=2026
D.	House Bill 2443 House Draft 1 Senate Draft 1 Conference Draft 1 – 
Relating to Disaster Services. Integrates the needs of individuals with disabilities and others with access and functional needs into emergency planning, preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation activities. Establishes a Disability Integration Specialist position, to be located in the Hawaiʻi Emergency Management Agency, who shall provide programming support for disability community projects that promote accessibility, inclusion, and equity in disaster management. Appropriates funds.
Link to House Bill 2443 House Draft 1 Senate Draft 1 Conference Draft 1: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=2443&year=2026 
E. Senate Bill 2851 Senate Draft 1 House Draft 2 Conference Draft 1 –	 Relating to Deaf Individuals. Authorizes deaf motor vehicle owners to register their vehicle as being owned by a deaf individual so that a deafness designation appears when a law enforcement officer accesses the motor vehicle's information. Effective 1/1/2027.
Link to Senate Bill 2851 Senate Draft 1 House Draft 2 Conference Draft 1: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2851&year=2026 
F.	Senate Bill 2852 Senate Draft 1 House Draft 2 Conference Draft 1 – Relating 
to Civil Rights. Requires the Hawaiʻi Civil Rights Commission to adopt rules on digital accessibility for places of public accommodation that are consistent with certain federal regulations. Specifies that a violation of the rules is an unlawful discriminatory practice. Establishes that it is an unlawful discriminatory practice for a place of public accommodation to deny a person with a disability full and equal enjoyment of their goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodations, or information related thereto, by requiring the use of information and communication technology that is not accessible to the person.
Link to Senate Bill 2852 Senate Draft 1 House Draft 2 Conference Draft 1: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2852&year=2026 
G. Senate Concurrent Resolution 63 Senate Draft 1 – Requesting the Disability 
and Communication Access Board to Study the Communication Needs of Individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, or Deaf-Blind in Health Care Settings and Make Necessary Revisions to the Guidance for Health Care Providers.
Link to Senate Concurrent Resolution 63 Senate Draft 1: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SCR&billnumber=63&year=2026
2. Personnel
1. Governor Green Approved to Establish and Fill Exempt DCAB Program Specialist Position Pursuant to Act 250, SLH 2025 and Reorganization to add a section, Technology Accessibility Staff.
2. Department of Labor and Industrial Relations, Workforce Development Division, Hele Imua Program.
DCAB serves as a host agency and anticipates being matched with a Gallaudet University student intern to support the Communication Access Program. The intern will assist with the study on the communication needs of individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or deaf-blind in health care settings.
3. Report on staff attendance at trainings, conferences, and events.
1. Waialua District Park, Community Assistance Center, March 26–28, 2026.
2.	University of Hawaii at Manoa, Communication Access and OnDemand Interpreting for the Deaf Community, April 13, 2026.
2.	University of Hawaii at Manoa, Tuesday Seminar: ASL and Interpreter Training Program, April 21, 2026.
3.	Waianae Community Assistance Center, April 25, 2026.
Committee Reports

A. Legislative Committee
1. The Committee met on February 20, 2026, March 16, 2026, and March 31, 2026. 
2. Discussion and approval of February 20, 2026, March 16, 2026, and March 31, 2026 minutes. 

B. Standing Committee on Communication Access
1. The Committee met on April 26, 2026.
a. Update of drafting the Continuing Education Unit (CEU) Workshop Funding Application Form for the public seeking funding support to provide workshops for American Sign Language interpreters to receive CEUs to maintain their credential.
b. 2026 Communication Access Conference is scheduled for September 26, 2026.
c. Update of drafting a Disability and Communication Access Board Guiding Principles on Communication Access.
d. Report on the outcome of an applicant for the Hawaii Quality Assurance System (HQAS) test. 

C. Standing Committee on Parking
The Committee meeting scheduled for May 18, 2026. The posted agenda items included:

a. Disability Parking Placard Issuance Statistics for Quarter 3, Fiscal Year 2025-2026.
b. Update on State Legislation, House Bill 469 House Draft 2 Senate Draft 2, Relating to Parking for Disabled Persons. Requires the Disability and Communication Access Board to issue a disability travel placard to an applicant who has a valid removeable windshield placard or disabled paid parking exemption permit but does not have a valid special license plate, and provides proof of travel.  

Link to House Bill 469 House Draft 2 Senate Draft 2: 
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=469&year=2026

(i) Administrative Rules Amendment Process.

c. Proposed Draft Survey to Disability Parking Permittees.
d. Review of New Mobility Article “A Malpractice Case Against ParkingMD: A new website promising to make getting disabled parking permits “fast & easy” threatens to destroy an already flawed system.”

Link to the New Mobility article: 
https://newmobility.com/a-malpractice-case-against-parkingmd/

e. Review of Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Draft Plan of Action.
The plan of action purpose is to formalize the Board’s philosophy that underlies its policy statements, and to set forth the goals and objectives that guide its actions for the period July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027.

D. Standing Committee on Transportation
The Committee meeting scheduled for May 18, 2026. The posted agenda items included:

a. Review of Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Draft Plan of Action.
The plan of action purpose is to formalize the Board’s philosophy that underlies its policy statements, and to set forth the goals and objectives that guide its actions for the period July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027.

b. Discussion on inviting County of Hawaii Transit Program Manager to present to the Transportation Committee.
c. Departmental Communication No. 129 – Department of Agriculture and 
Biosecurity’s Annual Report. Discussion on Goal 3: Enlarge and improve the Airport Animal Quarantine Holding Facility (AAQHF) at HNL. 

Link to the Departmental Communication No. 129: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=DC&billnumber=129&year=2026

E. Special Parent Information Network (SPIN)
1. Mental Health Awareness Month Activities.
The month of May raises awareness and acceptance of children and adults with mental health conditions. SPIN’s informational table will be at a resource fair hosted by the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Division at Windward Mall on Friday, May 15, 2026 and the 22nd Annual Malama Da Mind on May 16, 2026 at Prince Kuhio Place in Hilo.
2. SPIN News – May 2026 issue.
The quarterly issue announced the seven annual SPIN awards winners with a description of their contributions to children with disabilities and their families. Also highlighted were three consequential education-related bills awaiting review by the Governor, an article on Rett’s Syndrome, and three infographics.
Copies of the newsletter can be found at https://spinhawaii.org/newsletter-download/
Old Business

A. ADA Coordination.
1. Review statistics of ADA technical assistance program.
Open Forum: Public comment on issues not on the agenda for consideration for the Board’s agenda at the next meeting.
Adjournment

How to Request Accommodation:
If you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to disability, contact Cindy Omura or Scott Castor at (808) 586-8121 or dcab@doh.hawaii.gov as soon as possible. Requests made as early as possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled.
Upon request, this notice is available in alternate/accessible formats.
Meeting Materials and Other Information:
The agenda and meeting materials for this meeting are available for inspection at DCAB’s office located at 1010 Richards Street, Room 118, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 and on DCAB‘s website at: https://health.hawaii.gov/dcab/dcab-agendas-and-minutes/. 
If the remote connection (via Zoom) is lost, the meeting will be recessed for up to thirty (30) minutes to restore communication. If the connection is lost, we will attempt to restart the meeting again with the same link. If the Committee is unable to reconvene the meeting because neither audiovisual communication nor audio communication can be reestablished within thirty minutes, the meeting will be automatically terminated. 
If you have trouble entering the meeting, please contact Cindy Omura or Scott Castor at (808) 586-8121.
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DISABILITY AND COMMUNICATION ACCESS BOARD
Ka ʻOihana Hoʻokaʻaʻike no ka Poʻe Kīnānā


1010 Richards Street, Rm. 118 • Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813
Ph. (808) 586-8121 (V) • Fax (808) 586-8129 • (808) 204-2466 (VP)


DRAFT MINUTES
Disability and Communication Access Board
General Board Meeting

Location:	Virtual and 1010 Richards Street, Room 111A and 111B
Date:		April 1, 2026
Time:		11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

PRESENT:	Charlotte Townsend, Chairperson; Rosanna Daniel-Kanetake, Dayne Greene, Violet Horvath, Gerald Isobe, Michael Nojima, Gerald Ohta, Judy Paik, LisaAnn Tom, Board Members; Kristine Pagano, Rodney Kanno, Bryan Mick, Susan Rocco, Mylynne Simon, Justin Tokioka, Staff
ABSENT:	Anthony Akamine, Ronald Awa, Scott Fleming, Teri Spinola-Campbell, Board Members
GUESTS:	Peter Fritz, Donald Sakamoto, Ryan Tamashiro
SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETERS:	Mala Arkin and Carie Sarver

REAL TIME
CAPTIONERS:	April Chandler and Kelly DeCamp
I.	Chairperson Charlotte Townsend called the meeting to order at 11:20 a.m.  She provided an overview of public testimony or comments, and the remote meeting procedures.

II.	Roll of Board members was called.

Chairperson Charlotte Townsend informed the Board that a member was having computer issues.  She asked Kristine Pagano and Susan Rocco to provide information to the Board on staff activities during the last quarter.
Susan Rocco provided an update on the 40th Annual Special Parent Information Network (SPIN) Conference held on March 28, 2026 at the University of Hawai‘i Campus Center.  Sixty (60) agencies hosted information tables for about three hundred forty to three hundred sixty (340 – 360) parents and helping professionals. Attendees participated in fourteen (14) workshops, and an awards ceremony recognizing five (5) individuals and one couple for their exceptional support to children with disabilities and their families.  Staff will be posting the presentation slides on the spinconference.org website.
Board member was able to connect to the meeting and quorum was achieved.  Roll of Board members was called again.
III.	Statement from Public and Written Testimonies Submitted

Chairperson Charlotte Townsend reported there was one testimony submitted, however it did not meet the timeframe for submittal and distribution to Board members.

Testimony:	Peter Fritz commented the Board has a fiduciary responsibility to look at how DCAB is running.  The Board is not getting enough information to discharge their responsibilities and management in advising DCAB.
IV.	The meeting minutes of November 20, 2025 were approved as circulated  (M/S/P  Horvath/Daniel-Kanetake).
V.	Executive Director’s Report
· Board membership.
Chairperson Charlotte Townsend said Judy Paik and Ed Chevy have been appointed by the Governor to serve on the Board.  She introduced Board member Judy Paik.  Board member Judy Paik shared she is looking forward to being on the Board and making contributions as we move forward.
Chairperson Charlotte Townsend has concerns regarding the difficulty in achieving quorum for meetings.  The Board consists of seventeen (17) members.  She emphasized the Board needs the proper number of members to conduct business.  If members know of individuals who would like to contribute to and serve on the Board, please inform staff.
Testimony:	Peter Fritz said there was legislation for the State Rehabilitation Council to do changes in quorum and other rules.  It may be something DCAB may wish to explore.
Personnel
1.	Vacant Facility Access Office Assistant position number 121818.
Kristine Pagano reported that the position was filled on January 5, 2026.
2.	Vacant Planner and ADA Coordinator position number 102158.
Kristine Pagano reported the position announcement is posted on the following websites below:

Hawaii Department of Human Resources Development
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/hawaii/transferjobs?page=8

Hawaii Department of Health
https://health.hawaii.gov/employment/files/2026/02/DCAB_Planner_and_ADA_Coordinator_102158.pdf

Disability and Communication Access Board 
https://health.hawaii.gov/dcab/employment/
3.	Report on staff attendance at trainings, conferences, and events.
Kristine Pagano reported on the following staff activities:
1.	County of Kauai, Service Animals and the ADA, January 14, 2026.  Staff provided training to fifty (50) employees on laws protecting persons with disabilities and their service animals, how to identify a service animal, what type of questions staff can ask about the animal, and best practices for interacting with persons with service animals.
2.	Responsive Caregivers of Hawaii, General Overview, Disability Etiquette, and Service Animals, January 16, 2026.  Responsive Caregivers of Hawaii is a paratransit service provided for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Staff provided a general overview of the ADA, disability etiquette and service animals to about thirty (30) paratransit drivers and passenger aides.
3.	Opening Day for the 33rd Legislature, Hawaii State Capitol, January 212026.  Kristine Pagano reported she attended the opening day of the State Legislature.  Staff also stopped by the Senate and House Clerks offices to follow up on improving access to the State Capitol.
4.	John A. Burns School of Medicine, Americans with Disabilities Act Title III, Effective Communication, February 11, 2026.  Staff provided information on the ADA with emphasis on provisions of auxiliary aids and services and the requirements of using video remote interpreting to forty four (44) students.
5.	Department of Health, Governor’s Administrative Directive No. 25-03 Accessibility to State Government by Persons with Disabilities, February 24, 2026.  Staff briefly covered examples of access to applications, announcements, general information by paper or online through websites and mobile apps.
3. Hawaii State Council on Developmental Disabilities, Day at the Capitol, March 4, 2026.  The theme was “We All Have Different Faces, Come from Different Places, and All of Our Voices Shall be Heard.”  Staff informed over five hundred (500+) audience members about DCAB serving as a public advocate for people with disabilities by providing advice and recommendations on legislation, rules, policies and procedures, civil rights or service needs, and on plans and specifications.
4. Waikele Elementary School, Inclusive Playgrounds/A Safe and Fun Playground for All, March 5, 2026 with a follow up on April 2, 2026.  Staff educated eighty four (84) kindergarten students about what is an inclusive playground.  The kindergarteners did exercises such as trying to pick up items wearing a mitten or walking with a stiff leg.  A follow up meeting with the kindergarteners is scheduled for April 2, 2026 to see the kind of ideas, models, or drawings the children created on inclusive playgrounds from the presentation.

Chairperson Charlotte Townsend asked Kristine Pagano when staff conducts trainings and does evaluations to provide a brief report on the evaluation summaries such as, how many people thought it was great, how many people thought there could be improvement, etc.
VI.	Committee Reports

Kristine Pagano left the meeting at 11:56 a.m.

A.	Executive Committee

Chairperson Charlotte Townsend reported the Committee met on January 12, 2026 and discussed the status of Executive Director and Interim Executive Director.

The Committee discussed two (2) main items in filling the vacant Executive Director position: 1) internal process, hiring/promotion from within DCAB and 2) external, solicit applicants from outside of DCAB.

It was the Committee’s recommendation to promote Kristine Pagano into the Executive Director position.  She has been fulfilling the responsibilities of the Executive Director as well as continuing her duties as the Administrative Services Officer.  Several Board members expressed their support for Kristine Pagano as an excellent candidate, who is diligent, professional, highly skilled, and a role model.

The Executive Committee meeting minutes of January 12, 2026 was approved as distributed  (M/S/P  Horvath/Ohta).

Kristine Pagano rejoined the meeting at 12:06 p.m.

B.	Legislative Committee

Bryan Mick reported that the Committee met on November 3, 2025, and January 26, 2026.  He reported as of March 10, 2026, DCAB has taken a position on sixty three (63) legislative bills, submitted sixty nine (69) written and offered twenty one (21) oral testimonies.

The November 3, 2025 and January 26, 2026 meeting minutes were ratified as circulated  (M/S/P  Greene/Ohta).

He also reported the Committee met on February 20, 2026, with continuation on February 23, 2026 and met twice in March.

Bryan Mick reported on the travel placard parking bill passed the Senate and likely move to conference committee.  A few other parking bills are not alive at this point, and will need to review for next legislative session.  He also reported on two (2) communication access bills:  1) to create an ASL interpreter training program at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, and 2) to create a position at the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency dedicated to accessibility for persons with disabilities and who have access and functional needs.  The second bill would require the Governor to have an ASL interpreter present when conducting emergency press briefings.

C.	Standing Committee on Communication Access

Committee Chairperson Gerald Isobe reported the Committee met on October 30, 2025.  The meeting minutes of October 30, 2025 were approved as circulated  (M/S/P  Isobe/Greene).

The Committee also met on January 8, 2026.

The Committee discussed how to support CEU workshops for interpreters. The Hawaii Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf requested support, including possible funding for speakers.  The current application form is outdated (pre-COVID) and needs to be updated.  Staff will update the form and bring future requests to the Committee for review.

He reported the Committee began discussions on planning for the 2026 Communication Access Conference.  It was agreed to combine the Conference with Deaf Awareness into one event.  The logistics have not been finalized and the Committee will continue discussion at the next meeting.

Committee Chairperson Gerald Isobe reported the Committee discussed creating guiding principles on communication access.  DCAB currently does not have formal guiding principles for communication access.  The Committee discussed possible topics to include in the principles such as interpreters, technology, effective community, services.  Staff will draft and the Committee will review and discuss the guiding principles at the next Committee meeting.

Kristine Pagano mentioned there was an error in the Standing Committee on Communication Access meeting minutes of October 30, 2025.  It is under VI. F.  The number of attendees reported should be one hundred fifty six (156) guests and sixteen (16) vendors.  The minutes will reflect the amendment to the number of guests and vendors in attendance.  The amended minutes were approved  (M/S/P  Tom/Horvath).

D.	Standing Committee on Facility Access

Committee Chairperson Michael Nojima reported the Committee met on January 9, 2026.

He reported at the January 9, 2026 meeting, the Interpretive Opinion “DCAB 2026-01 Slope of Walking Surfaces” was reviewed and approved.  The purpose of the interpretive opinion is to clarify that at a change in direction, the cross slope of the surface is measured perpendicular to the direction of entry and exit.

The Standing Committee on Facility Access meeting minutes were approved as circulated  (M/S/P  Nojima/Greene).

E.	Standing Committee on Parking

Committee Chairperson Violet Horvath reported the Committee met on November 17, 2025.

She reported the first quarter of fiscal year (FY) 2026, around eight thousand seven hundred (8,700) placards were issued.  Six thousand five hundred (6,500) were long term placards and two thousand eight hundred (2,800) were issued by DCAB.  The renewal rate is sixty eight percent (68%).

She reported staff continued to advocate at the City and County of Honolulu to revert to process parking permit applications at their express windows which do not require an appointment.

She reported the Committee discussed the need to oppose a bill that may be introduced and would remove the penalty for parking in an access aisle.

Committee Chairperson Violet Horvath reported the Committee met on January 23, 2026.

She reported the second quarter of FY 2026, around eight thousand three hundred (8,300) placards were issued.  Six thousand one hundred (6,100) were long term placards and 2,600 were issued by DCAB. The renewal rate is 65 percent.

There were three thousand four hundred (3,400) records of deceased permittees. On January 2, 2026, letters were mailed to retrieve the placards.  As of January 15, 2026, sixteen percent (16%) were returned, two percent (2%) were reported as lost, and seven percent (7%) of the letters were undeliverable.

She reported that procurement has begun for months and year decals. DCAB also procured blue identification (ID) paper for the ID cards.

Chairperson Charlotte Townsend said the Standing Committee on Parking is preparing a parking survey to be distributed to permittees.  The responses/data collected will assist DCAB with future legislation (e.g., increase number of accessible parking stalls, access aisle issues, etc.).

F. Standing Committee on Transportation

Committee Chairperson reported the Committee met on January 23, 2026.

She reported the Committee reviewed nine (9) areas of deficiencies that a federal audit flagged with the City and County of Honolulu’s paratransit program.

The Committee reviewed press releases, public concerns, and performance data regarding the paratransit programs in the County of Maui and County of Hawaii and a report on the Honolulu City Council decline to eliminate the public transit fare exemption for personal care attendants (PCA) when serving as a PCA.

Chairperson Charlotte Townsend added that the Committee is looking a paratransit and transit systems on the neighbor islands and how DCAB can support quality and expansion of the systems.

Bryan Mick stated there was a resolution introduced at the Legislature urging the County of Hawaii to expand its paratransit services.

G. Special Parent Information Network (SPIN)

Susan Rocco provided information on the SPIN Conference at the beginning of this meeting.  She acknowledged two (2) donors Aloha Care and the American Canopy of Pediatrics to the SPIN Conference.

She reported on the Footsteps to Transition Fair was held on February 21, 2026. SPIN participated as the emcee.  The Fair attracted eighty (80) parents and helping professionals learn more about resources for students with disabilities transitioning from high school to higher education, employment and community living.  The Footsteps to Transition Fair presentations will be captioned by SPIN and posted at https://footstepstotransition.weebly.com.

She reported that the quarterly issue contained the SPIN conference schedule of activities and featured three (3) new infographics for families—1) tips for families who wish to become involved in advocating through the legislative process; 2) information about Independent Educational Evaluations (IEEs) and 3) special education eligibility criteria for the categories of Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

Susan Rocco reported that SPIN has over one hundred (100) infographics on its website.  The January issue of the SPIN News included how to get involved with legislation, as there were a lot of bills this session affecting students with disabilities.

Board member Rosanna Daniel-Kanetake left the meeting at 12:36 p.m. and returned at 12:39 p.m.

The agenda was taken out of order with Board discussion on VII. Old Business, B.
VII.	Old Business

B.	Vote on the membership of the Permitted Interaction Group established on November 20, 2025 to review and update the Programs and Services Reference Manual for Persons with Disabilities.

Chairperson Charlotte Townsend stated the Board discussed and approved the creation of a Permitted Interaction Group (PIG) in November to review and update the Programs and Services Reference Manual.  Chairperson Charlotte Townsend and Board member Dayne Greene volunteered to serve on the PIG.  The Board voted the members of the PIG to review and update the Programs and Services Reference Manual  (M/S/P  Townsend/Horvath).

A.	ADA Coordination.
2. Review statistics of ADA technical assistance program 
3. State and County ADA Coordination 

Nothing under this item was discussed.

VIII.	New Business

Kristine Pagano left the meeting at 12:43 p.m.

Discussion and Approval of process to fill vacant Executive Director position.

Chairperson Charlotte Townsend reported that there are numerous administrative processes to fill the Executive Director’s position.  The Board will need to create a PIG to begin the process of filling this vacant position.  As stated earlier, this will be an internal promotion.  Chairperson Charlotte Townsend, and Board members Violet Horvath and Gerald Ohta volunteered to serve on the PIG.  The Board voted to establish the PIG to begin to fulfill its obligation of filling the vacant Executive Director’s position  (M/S/P  Townsend/Ohta).

Kristine Pagano returned to the meeting at 12:46 p.m.

Discussion and Approval of Staff Summary on Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking docket number ATBCB-2026-0001, U.S. Access Board Seeks Public Comment Regarding Approach to Technical Requirements for Universal Changing Stations.
The U.S. Access Board seeks public comments due by April 20, 2026 on twelve (12) specific questions which can be found at the Federal Register website at:
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/18/2026-03199/accessibility-standards-for-universal-changing-stations

Rodney Kanno reported staff summary of the Access Board’s Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking seeking public comment on universal changing stations.  The Access Board is considering two (2) options:  1) to adopt the current existing industry standards (International Code Council A117.1, 2017 edition with supplement) or 2) create a new standard based on criteria from the current ADA guidelines, as well as the medical code diagnostic equipment standards.  The Board voted to support the staff summary and submit comments to the Access Board  (M/S/P  Horvath/Greene).
IX.	Open Forum: Public comment on issues not on the agenda for consideration for the Board’s agenda at the next meeting.

Donald Sakamoto said he was having problems accessing certain maps on websites, and the Department of Justice has an April 2026 deadline to make web information accessible.  He is attending the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation meeting to discuss sidewalk accessibility during construction.
X.	Chairperson Charlotte Townsend announced the next DCAB meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2026, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
XI.	The meeting adjourned at 12:53 p.m.

(NOTE:  All votes were unanimous unless otherwise noted.)

Respectfully submitted,

CINDY Y. OMURA
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DRAFT MINUTES
Legislative Committee Meeting

Location:	Virtual via Zoom and 1010 Richards Street, Room 118
Date:	February 20, 2026
Time:	12:00 p.m.

PRESENT: 	Charlotte Townsend Chairperson; Anthony Akamine, Dayne Greene, Violet Horvath, Committee members; Scott Castor Bryan Mick, Kristine Pagano, Staff

ABSENT: 	Rosanna Daniel-Kanetake, Committee member

PUBLIC 
PARTICIPANTS:	Peter Fritz, Donald Sakamoto

SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETERS:	Keri Lee, Jordan Kotani

1. Chairperson Charlotte Townsend called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m.

1. Committee members and staff introduced themselves.

1. Staff reported that no public testimonies were submitted.

1. Bills and Resolutions

A. House Bill 2442 /Senate Bill 2936 – Relating to Parking for Disabled Persons.  Beginning 7/1/27, increases the number of required accessible and van accessible parking spaces in parking lots with more than twenty-five parking spaces that are covered by title II or III of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

B. Senate Bill 2921 – Relating to State Funds.  Transfers to the general fund the excess balances of various non-general funds and programs.

MOTION:	OPPOSE  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

C. House Bill 1522/Senate Bill 2727 – Relating to Discrimination.  Lengthens the statute of limitations to file a complaint of discrimination with the Hawaiʻi Civil Rights Commission to one year.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

D. House Bill 1997 House Draft 1/Senate Bill 2846 – Relating to Students with Disabilities.  Authorizes the inclusion of language addressing individualized accommodations and supports during emergency situations and evacuations in individualized education programs for students with disabilities. Requires support and guidance from the Department of Education.

The Committee asked that testimony include a request for a future bill to address the needs of students with disabilities during emergency situations and evacuations at the university level.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

E. House Bill 1999/Senate Bill 2849 – Relating to Public Meetings.  Requires certain information to appear at the beginning of notices for public meetings.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

F. House Bill 2000/Senate Bill 2847 – Relating to the Right to Repair.  Establishes a right to repair for wheelchairs.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Akamine)

G. House Bill 1974/Senate Bill 2865 – Relating to Health.  Requires and appropriates funds for the State Health Planning and Development Agency to develop and publish a state plan on hearing loss. SB2865 requires the Department of Health to develop and publish a state plan on hearing loss and requires reports to the Legislature prior to 2027 and 2028 regular sessions.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Horvath)

H. House Bill 1993/Senate Bill 2851 – Relating to Deaf Individuals.  Authorizes deaf motor vehicle owners to register their vehicle as being owned by a deaf individual so that a deafness designation appears when a law enforcement officer accesses the motor vehicle's information.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

I. House Bill 2488/Senate Bill 2414 – Relating to the Disability and Communication Access Board.  Requires the Disability and Communication Access Board to study the health care communication needs of patients who are deaf, hard-of-hearing, or deaf-blind. Requires a report to the Legislature 20 days prior to the 2027 Regular Session.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

J. House Bill 2489/Senate Bill 2412 – Relating to the University of Hawaii.  Appropriates moneys to establish a bachelor's degree program in American Sign Language interpretation at the University of Hawaiʻi Manoa campus with a multi-year plan to include a master's degree program for interpreter training.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

K. House Bill 1668 – Relating to Medicaid.  Requires the Department of Human Services to allow a full earned income disregard for individuals with disabilities who are between the ages of sixteen and sixty-four years when determining eligibility for Medicaid. Takes effect upon approval by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Akamine/Horvath)

L. House Bill 1891 – Relating to Education.  Requires the Department of Education to implement dyslexia sensitive linguistically appropriate universal screenings and evidence-based interventions, offer professional development on structured literacy and evidenced-based interventions, and support pre-teacher programs in training candidates in structured literacy instruction. Appropriates funds.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

M. Senate Bill 2281 – Relating to the Use of Artificial Intelligence in Heath Care. Requires health care providers using artificial intelligence (AI) in patient interactions to disclose to the patient that the patient is interacting with artificial intelligence. Requires health care providers using AI in making consequential decisions relating to the patient to provide certain notice and statements to the patient; maintain a qualified AI oversight personnel who shall be a natural person that reviews, evaluates, and validates or overrides AI outputs; monitor and conduct regular performance evaluations of their AI systems; implement procedures to address identified deficiencies; and maintain certain records. Requires certain health care providers using AI to submit annual reports to the Department of Health. Requires the Department to adopt rules.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

N. House Concurrent Resolution 9 /House Resolution 10 - Requesting the Attorney General to conduct a comprehensive review of the Hawaii Revised Statutes to identify provisions in which the term "impaired" or a similar term is used to describe a person with a disability and to suggest disability-inclusive appropriate amendments.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

O. House Bill 1593 – Relating to Affordable Housing.  Requires, for any affordable rental housing development project that receives financing or any financial assistance from the Hawaiʻi Housing Finance and Development Corporation, that the Corporation require the housing development lease or occupancy agreement to allow residents to own or otherwise maintain one or more common household pets.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

P. Senate Bill 3011 – Relating to Public Housing.  Requires the Hawaii Public Housing Authority to allow any resident of a public housing project or state low-income housing project to keep one or more pet animals in the resident's unit, subject to applicable state laws, county ordinances, and any reasonable conditions. Provides that the Hawaii Public Housing Authority may charge a refundable deposit for each pet animal but shall not impose a monthly pet fee or pet rent. Allows the Hawaii Public Housing Authority to remove a vicious animal to protect persons or property.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Townsend/Akamine)

Q. Senate Bill 2219 – Relating to Public Access.  Establishes a Capitol Visitor Center within the State Capitol to be maintained and operated by the Legislative Reference Bureau. Requires the Joint Legislative Access Committee to review the operations of the Capitol Visitor Center and recommend policies to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. Appropriates funds.

The Committee requested that testimony recommend the bill be amended to refer to accessibility as defined under the ADA.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

R. Senate Bill 2543 – Relating to State Construction Projects.  Establishes the Office of the State Construction Manager within the Department of Accounting and General Services, overseen by the State Construction Manager, to organize, manage, and oversee design review of, and issue design approvals for, state construction projects. Exempts state construction projects from county building permit, inspection, and certificate of occupancy requirements under certain circumstances, as determined by the State Construction Manager. Establishes the Design Review Special Fund and appropriates funds into and out of the fund.

MOTION:	COMMENT  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

S. Senate Bill 2811 – Relating to State Building Projects.  Establishes the State Building Process Task Force to evaluate the challenges, opportunities, and legislative actions necessary to establish a state building permit review office for state projects located on state-owned lands. Appropriates funds.

MOTION:	COMMENT  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

T. House Resolution 7 / House Concurrent Resolution 8 / Senate Concurrent Resolution 8/Senate Resolution 10 - Urging the counties to act on any building permit application for modification of a residence that is prescribed by a licensed health care provider and found by the county to be essential to the safety or health of an older adult or person with a disability within forty-five days of receipt of a complete application.

The Committee requested testimony recommend the resolution be amended to add a remedy if the 45 day deadline is not met. 

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

U. Senate Bill 787 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to the Department of Health.  Appropriates funds to the Department of Health to establish and operate a free statewide mental health warm line to provide mental health support in non-emergency situations.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

V. Senate Bill 1139 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to Medicaid.  Directs the Department of Human Services to adopt rules to expand Medicaid eligibility to all children in the State from birth to age 5 years without regard to household income. Appropriates moneys.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

W. House Bill 1575 – Relating to Access to Movement Disorder Care.  Establishes a temporary Parkinson's Patient Air Transport Feasibility Committee to examine recommendations for improving access to movement disorder care for neighbor island residents, including the feasibility of a state-administered air transport assistance fund. Requires a report to the Legislature. Appropriates funds.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Townsend/Horvath)

X. House Bill 1597 House Draft 1 – Relating to Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias Research.  Establishes and appropriates funds for an Alzheimer's Disease and Related Dementias Research Center at the University of Hawaiʻi, including the establishment of full-time positions. 

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Horvath)

Y. House Bill 1674/Senate Bill 2291 – Relating to Family Caregiver Support.  Extends child care subsidies to disabled parents or guardians, regardless of their employment status. Requires the Department of Human Services to evaluate caregiver capacity and dependent-care responsibilities when determining eligibility for medicaid home- and community-based services. Requires the Department of Human Services to update its evaluation form and functional assessment protocols related to level of care and at-risk needs determinations. Appropriates funds.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

The Committee approved all of the positions it took up to this point.

MOTION:	APPROVED  (M/S/P  Townsend/Horvath)

The Committee recessed until Monday, February 23, 2026, at 12:00 p.m.

The Committee was called to order Monday, February 23, 2026, at 12:15 p.m. Committee members Anthony Akamine, Violet Horvath, and Charlotte Townsend were present.

Z. House Bill 1700 House Draft 1/Senate Bill 2270 – Relating to Housing.  Includes housing projects for individuals with disabilities and individuals with access and functional needs as eligible projects to apply for expedited permits. Effective 7/2/2026. Repeals on 6/30/2031.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Horvath)

AA. House Bill 1853/Senate Bill 2269 – Relating to Dementia.  Establishes the Hanai Memory Network Program within the Executive Office on Aging to create a network of dementia care specialists and support systems to assist individuals with dementia and their caregivers. Appropriates funds.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Akamine/Horvath)

AB. House Bill 1871 – Relating to Health.  Establishes the Maternal Health Monitoring Pilot Program within the Department of Health to offer eligible participants improved maternal health care through remote patient monitoring for maternal hypertension and maternal diabetes. Appropriates funds for the pilot program.

The Committee requested that testimony recommend the bill be amended to establish this as a permanent program.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

AC. House Bill 1889 – Relating to School Psychologists.  Creates a School Psychologists Working Group within the Department of Education to recommend actionable steps or propose legislation for an immediate pathway to licensure for school psychologists that can be acted upon in 2027. Requires a report to the Legislature.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Townsend/Horvath)

AD. House Bill 1969 House Draft 1/Senate Bill 2859 – Relating to Colorectal Cancer. Requires and appropriates funds for the Department of Human Services to develop and implement a public assistance program offering state-funded colorectal screenings for certain persons. Requires coverage for all colorectal cancer screenings in the State to be consistent with the Affordable Care Act Implementation Frequently Asked Questions published by the United States Department of Labor, United States Department of Health and Human Services, and United States Department of the Treasury.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

AE. House Bill 1973/Senate Bill 2864 – Relating to Health.  Establishes within the Department of Health the KupunAloha program to provide in-home health care and support services to eligible participants who do not otherwise qualify for government assistance for these services. Appropriates moneys for the program.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

AF. Senate Bill 3105 - Relating to the Physician Assistant Licensure Compact. Authorizes the Governor to enter the PA Licensure Compact to create a comprehensive process that complements the existing licensing authority of the state medical board and provides a streamlined process that allows a PA to become licensed in multiple states, thereby enhancing the portability of a PA license and ensuring the safety of patients.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

AG. House Bill 2360 House Draft 1 – Relating to Paid Family Leave.  By 1/1/2029, requires the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations to establish a family and medical leave insurance program and begin collecting payroll contributions to finance payment of benefits. By 1/1/2030, requires the Department to begin receiving claims and paying benefits under the program. Specifies eligibility requirements and employee protections under the program.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

AH. Senate Bill 2589 – Relating to Alzheimer’s Disease.  Establishes within the Executive Office on Aging the Hawaii Assistance for the Navigation of Alzheimer's Intervention (HANAI) program to support individuals in the State who have Alzheimer's disease. Appropriates moneys for the establishment of 4 full-time equivalent state dementia care specialist positions, one in each county and other expenses.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Akamine)

AI. Senate Bill 2612 – Relating to Medication Administration in Schools.  Clarifies that the Department of Education and its employees and agents shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability arising from assisting students with the administration of medication under certain circumstances.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Townsend/Horvath)

AJ. Senate Bill 2733 – Relating to Liquor.  Requires an advertisement for liquor or alcohol to include a cancer-risk warning. Establishes guidelines for cancer-risk warnings included in advertisements for liquor or alcohol. Establishes penalties for an advertiser that fails to include a compliant cancer-risk warning in an advertisement for liquor or alcohol. Effective 1/1/2027.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

AK. Senate Bill 3045 – Relating to Health Insurance.  Requires all health insurers in the State, including Medicaid managed care programs, to cover the cost of continuous glucose monitors and related supplies under certain conditions. Applies to insurance policies, contracts, plans, or agreements issued or renewed in the State after 12/31/2026.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Akamine)

AL. Senate Bill 3199 – Relating to Mental Health.  Establishes the Mental Health Emerging Therapies Task Force to prepare the State for the integration of breakthrough therapies, expansion of pathways for clinical trials and clinical research, and development of policy recommendations for safe, ethical, and culturally informed implementation of emerging therapies. Requires reports to the Legislature. Sunsets 6/30/2028.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Townsend)

Committee member Dayne Greene joined the meeting.

MM.	Senate Concurrent Resolution 4 - Requesting the Auditor to Assess Both the Social and Financial Effects of Proposed Mandated Health Insurance Coverage for Annual Mental Health Wellness Examinations.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

NN.	House Bill 2186 /Senate Bill 2695 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to Pedestrian Safety. Clarifies driver's obligations at crosswalks. Requires drivers to stop and remain stopped for pedestrians in crosswalks. Strengthens penalties for traffic violations, particularly in school zones. Creates additional criminal penalties when pedestrians suffer bodily injury. Provides heightened protections for blind and visually impaired pedestrians.

The Committee requested staff research what word should replace “impaired” and that testimony recommend the bill be amended as such.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Akamine/Townsend)

OO.	House Bill 2375 House Draft 1 – Relating to Towing Practices.  Establishes a Uniform Towing Practices for Public Parking Facilities Working Group within the Department of Transportation to examine existing state and county laws, ordinances, rules, and administrative practices relating to towing from public parking facilities and develop recommendations for uniform standards applicable to towing from state and county parking facilities. Requires a report to the Legislature.

The Committee requested the testimony ask for DCAB to be included in the working group.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Greene)

PP. 	House Bill 1976 House Draft 1 /Senate Bill 2867 – Relating to Dementia.  Requires the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency, fire chiefs, Law Enforcement Standards Board, and Department of Health to provide or require the provision of at least 1 hour of dementia-specific training for first responders, including law enforcement officers, fire first responders, and emergency medical services personnel. Requires the Executive Office on Aging to review and recommend dementia-specific training curricula that address the recognition and signs of Alzheimer's disease and related types of dementia.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Akamine/Townsend)

QQ.	House Bill 2173/Senate Bill 2934 – Relating to Ambulances.  Appropriates funds to the Department of Health to purchase of one advanced life support ambulance and related equipment to be based in central Maui, fund pay-related personnel costs for state-certified emergency medical services personnel, and increase the predictability and stability of available air ambulance services for all islands in the State.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Akamine)

RR.	House Bill 2508/Senate Bill 3203 – Relating to Air Medical Services.  Establishes the Statewide Air Medical Services Program within the Department of Health, Emergency Medical Services and Injury Prevention Systems Branch to coordinate and strengthen air medical services. Provides for an air medical director, an air medical program manager, and an air medical coordinator. Provides for annual licensure and accreditation fees to be deposited into the Emergency Medical Services Special Fund for costs of the program.

MOTION:	MONITOR  (M/S  Townsend/Greene)

The Committee approved all of the positions it took today.

MOTION:  APPROVED  (M/S/P  Greene/Akamine)

1. The meeting adjourned at 1:23 p.m.

NOTE:  All votes were unanimous unless otherwise noted.

Respectfully submitted,

						

BRYAN K. MICK
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DRAFT MINUTES
Legislative Committee Meeting

Location:	Virtual via Zoom and 1010 Richards Street, Room 118
Date:	March 16, 2026
Time:	12:15 p.m.

PRESENT: 	Charlotte Townsend Chairperson; Dayne Greene, Violet Horvath, Committee members; Scott Castor Bryan Mick, Kristine Pagano, Staff

ABSENT: 	Anthony Akamine, Rosanna Daniel-Kanetake, Committee members

PUBLIC 
PARTICIPANTS:	Peter Fritz, Che Silvert

SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETERS:	Carie Sarver

I.	Chairperson Charlotte Townsend called the meeting to order at 12:16 p.m.

II.	Committee members and staff introduced themselves.

III.	Staff reported that no public testimonies were submitted.

IV.	Bills and Resolutions

Staff explained there would soon be a resolution introduced “Requesting the Hawaii State Department of Health to Study Accessibility Barriers in Multi-Family Facilities Governed by Homeowners’ Associations and not Covered by the Fair Housing Act Design Regulations, Evaluate Whether Statutory Clarification is Warranted, and Assess the Feasibility of a State Matching Assistance Fund to Support Access Modifications.”

Justification:  Enables those who develop a disability to afford home modifications.
Staff Recommendation:  Support.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Greene)

V.	Update on Number of Bills Committee took a position on and the number of testimonies submitted by staff
Staff reported that to date, the Committee took positions on sixty three (63) bills, staff submitted sixty nine (69) written testimonies and offered additional oral testimony at twenty one (21) hearings.

1. Review of Bills and Resolutions Already Voted On

A. House Bill 1577 House Draft 1 – Relating to 911 Services.  Requires the 911 Board to establish a Statewide Emergency Safety Profile System Pilot Program and convene a working group. Requires report to the Legislature. Repeals on 6/30/2031. Effective 7/1/300.

Testimony: 	Public participant Che Silvert from the Hawaii State Council on Developmental Disabilities (DD Council) testified that the DD Council supports this bill, but the Hawaii 9-1-1 Board which oversees 911 is going to oppose it as they feel the working group in the bill duplicates their Board’s function.  The DD Council is going to continue to advocate for the bill.

B. House Bill 1668 House Draft 1 – Relating to Medicaid.  Requires the Department of Human Services to allow a full earned income disregard for individuals with disabilities who are between the ages of sixteen and sixty-four years when determining eligibility for Medicaid. Takes effect upon approval by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

Staff reported this bill is still alive.

C. House Bill 1700 House Draft 1 – Relating to Housing.  Includes housing projects for individuals with disabilities and individuals with access and functional needs as eligible projects to apply for expedited permits. Repeals 6/30/2031. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported this bill is still alive.

D. House Bill 1993 House Draft 1/Senate Bill 2851 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to Deaf Individuals.  Authorizes deaf motor vehicle owners to register their vehicle as being owned by a deaf individual so that a deafness designation appears when a law enforcement officer accesses the motor vehicle's information. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported this bill is still alive.

Testimony: 	Public participant Peter Frtiz said these bills had different thresholds for what amount of hearing loss would qualify, and he supports the lower threshold as well as deleting the section which allows someone to use their last tax return as a method of establishing they meet the definition of deaf under this bill.

E. House Bill 2217 House Draft 2 – Relating to Identification.  Allows applicants for driver's permit, driver's license, or civil identification cards to request a disability notation on their permit, license, or identification card. Requires the Department of Transportation to establish public outreach efforts and coordinate with state and county law enforcement agencies regarding the disability notation. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported this bill is alive and DCAB is supporting its intent.  However, the DD Council had concerns with the bill.

Testimony: 	Public participant Che Silvert from the DD Council testified they have concerns with this bill.  In researching information from other states, the only time this was effective was when a specific disability was eligible.  There is also a concern by those with hidden disabilities that this would needlessly identify them as having a disability since identifications cards are used in many transactions, other than to interact with law enforcement.  There are other ways to focus on law enforcement interactions that could be considered.  Bryan Mick added there was also a concern that entities would mistakenly think this notation was required for someone to qualify as disabled under the ADA.

	Public participant Peter Fritz mentioned that the bill could be amended to require the notation only appear when a law enforcement officer runs a check in the database, rather than be on the physical identification card.

The Committee agreed to continue supporting the intent of the bill but asked future testimony to reflect the DD Council’s concerns.

F. House Bill 1731 House Draft 1/Senate Bill 2340 Senate Draft 2 – Relating to Community Care Foster Family Homes.  Clarifies that individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities who meet an intermediate care facility or nursing facility level of care shall not be denied residency in a licensed community care foster family home solely because of their disability or enrollment in a specific medicaid waiver program. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported the House version was deferred, however the Senate version  crossed over to the House and is still alive.

G. Senate Bill 2268 Senate Draft 2 – Relating to Equity.  Requires all places of public accommodation and public entity construction projects planned and designed after 7/31/2027 to provide at least one universal changing accommodation within the building in a public restroom, with certain exceptions. Makes conforming amendments to sections 489-6, 489-7.5, and 489-8, HRS, to prevent conflicts among the provisions. Effective 1/1/2525.

Staff reported this bill is still alive.  A major amendment was adopted that was suggested by DCAB and the DD Council that changed the requirement for an adult changing table from one per floor to one per building.

H. Senate Bill 2852 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to Civil Rights.  Establishes it as an unlawful discriminatory practice for a place of public accommodation to deny a person with a disability full and equal enjoyment of information related to their services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodations by requiring use of information and communication technology that is not accessible to the person. Beginning 7/1/2027, requires each place of public accommodation with 16 or more employees to ensure that all information and communication technology used is accessible to persons with disabilities. Beginning 7/1/2028, requires all places of public accommodations to each ensure that all information and communication technology used is accessible to persons with disabilities. Establishes exceptions. Effective 1/30/2050.

Staff reported this bill is alive. Committee member Violet Horvath asked why the number sixteen (16) was used in order to give smaller businesses an extra year to comply.  Staff explained that sixteen (16) is the number of employees which make a business subject to the ADA Title I, which covers employment.

I. House Bill 1995/Senate Bill 2850 – Relating to Parking for Persons with Disabilities.  Provides that people who are blind or deaf are eligible to apply for and receive a disabled paid parking permit.

Staff reported these bills were deferred.

J. House Bill 2488 House Draft 2 – Relating to the Disability and Communication Access Board.  Requires the Disability and Communication Access Board to study the health care communication needs of patients who are deaf, hard-of-hearing, or deaf-blind. Requires a report to the Legislature 20 days prior to the 2027 Regular Session. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported this bill is alive.

K. House Bill 2489 House Draft 1/Senate Bill 2412 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to the University of Hawaii.  Appropriates moneys to establish a bachelor's degree program in American Sign Language interpretation at the University of Hawaiʻi Manoa campus with a multi-year plan to include a master's degree program for interpreter training. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported these bills are alive.

L. Senate Bill 2366 – Relating to Parking for Persons with Disabilities.  Amends the fee exemption period for individuals possessing a disabled paid parking exemption permit from the first 2.5 hours or the maximum amount of time the meter allows, whichever is longer, to the first 4.5 hours.

Staff reported this bill was deferred.

M. House Bill 2375 House Draft 2 – Relating to Towing Practices.  Establishes a Uniform Towing Practices for Public Parking Facilities Working Group within the Department of Transportation to examine existing state and county laws, ordinances, rules, and administrative practices relating to towing from public parking facilities and develop recommendations for uniform standards applicable to towing from state and county parking facilities. Requires a report to the Legislature. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported this bill is alive.  DCAB is requesting to be added as a member to the working group.

N. House Bill 2442 House Draft 2 – Relating to Parking for Disabled Persons.  Beginning 7/1/27, increases the number of required accessible and van accessible parking spaces in parking lots with more than twenty-five parking spaces that are covered by title II or III of the Americans with Disabilities Act, with an exception for qualifying public entities managing large parking inventories that are otherwise compliant with Americans with Disabilities Act standards. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported this bill and its Senate companion are alive.  The University of Hawaii system and the Department of Accounting and General Services were granted amendments to the bill to exclude large state parking lots.  Staff does not agree with these exceptions.  It is unfair to exempt Title II entities by holding comparable Title III entities to a higher standard.  It also does not make sense to exempt larger parking lots, as permittees report the larger a parking lot is, the less likely it is to have an available accessible parking space.

O. House Bill 2000 House Draft 1/ Senate Bill 2847 - Relating to the Right to Repair.  Establishes a right to repair for wheelchairs. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported these bills were deferred.

P. Senate Bill 2695 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to Pedestrian Safety.  Clarifies a driver's obligations at crosswalks. Requires drivers to stop and remain stopped for pedestrians in crosswalks. Strengthens penalties for traffic violations, particularly in school zones. Expands the offense of negligent injury in the second degree to include bodily injury to a vulnerable user by the operation of a vehicle in a negligent manner. Effective 1/1/2027.

Staff reported this bill is alive.

Q. House Bill 1531 House Draft 2 – Relating to Emergency Announcements.    Requires the Governor or mayor of a county, during a state of emergency, to provide an American Sign Slanguage interpreter at each live broadcast press conference.  Requires the Governor or mayor of a county to provide a primary pool feed to any live official announcement that includes an American Sign Language interpreter in a picture-in-picture window, and does not require broadcasters that rebroadcast the official announcement to independently generate or insert this accessibility feature.  Requires, to the fullest extent possible, that the American Sign Language interpreter’s face, body, arms, and hands are visible. Effective 7/1/3000.

Staff reported this bill is alive, and the contents of its House companion were inserted into Senate Bill 2109 Senate Draft 2 which is also still alive.

R. House Bill 2443 House Draft 1 – Relating to Disaster Services.  Integrates the needs of individuals with disabilities and others with access and functional needs into emergency planning, preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation activities. Establishes a Disability Integration Specialist position, to be located in the Hawaiʻi Emergency Management Agency, who shall provide programming support for disability community projects that promote accessibility, inclusion, and equity in disaster management. Appropriates funds. Effective 7/1/3000. 

Staff reported this bill is alive.

S. Senate Bill 3045 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to Health Insurance.  Requires all health insurers in the State, including Medicaid managed care programs, to cover the cost of continuous glucose monitors and related supplies under certain conditions. Applies to insurance policies, contracts, plans, or agreements issued or renewed in the State after 12/31/2026. Effective 1/30/2050.

Staff reported this bill is alive.

T. Senate Bill 2921 Senate Draft 1 – Relating to State Funds.  Transfers to the general fund the excess balances of various non-general funds and programs.

Staff reported this bill is alive but had been amended to remove the accessible parking fund.

The Committee approved all of the positions it took today.

MOTION:  APPROVED  (M/S/P  Horvath/Greene)

1. Discussion on proposed State screening programs and the Americans with Disabilities Act’s 2008 Amendment’s expanded regulatory definition of major bodily functions. https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-28/chapter-I/part-36/subpart-A/section-36.105

Staff explained that one of the reasons so many bills relating to screening programs for various medical conditions have been included for the Committee’s review is that the 2008 ADA Amendments made it clear that a major bodily function is a major life activity and “need not limit other major life activities in order to be considered a disability.”  There are people who are entitled to ADA protections but do not know because they have not been diagnosed.  An early diagnosis is not only important for medical treatment purposes, but also allows the person to assert their rights under ADA Title I Employment.

1. The meeting adjourned at 1:23 p.m.

NOTE:  All votes were unanimous unless otherwise noted.

Respectfully submitted,

						

BRYAN K. MICK
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DRAFT MINUTES
Legislative Committee Meeting

Location:	Virtual via Zoom and 1010 Richards Street, Room 118
Date:	March 31, 2026
Time:	11:50 a.m.

PRESENT: 	Charlotte Townsend Chairperson;, Anthony Akamine, Violet Horvath, Committee members; Scott Castor, Bryan Mick, Kristine Pagano, Staff

ABSENT: 	Dayne Greene, Rosanna Daniel-Kanetake, Committee members

PUBLIC 
PARTICIPANTS:	Leelynn Brady

SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETER:	Jenny Blake

I.	Chairperson Charlotte Townsend called the meeting to order at 11:52 a.m.

II.	Committee members and staff introduced themselves.

III.	Staff reported that no public testimonies were submitted.

IV.	Bills and Resolutions

A. HR99/HCR107:  URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO SUPPORT ACADEMIC FLEXIBILITY AND EQUITY FOR STUDENTS WITH CHRONIC AND AUTOIMMUNE ILLNESSES. 

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Horvath/Akamine)

B. HR101/HCR109:  URGING THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII TO EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII AT MANOA KOKUA PROGRAM AND DISABILITY SERVICES ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM AND IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT AND EXPANSION.

The Committee discussed it is unclear if this is intended to help or diminish the Kokua Program.  Staff should submit testimony in support.  Testimony to emphasize how important the Kokua Program has been and advocate for funding and capacity be expanded.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Townsend/Horvath)

C. HR146/HCR154:  REQUESTING THE COUNTY OF HAWAIʻI TO EXPAND THE HELE-ON SHARED RIDE PROGRAM TO SERVE THE ENTIRE ISLAND OF HAWAIʻI, INCLUDING RURAL AND UNDERSERVED AREAS SUCH AS WEST HAWAIʻI, NORTH KOHALA, SOUTH KOHALA, KAʻŪ, AND PUNA.

MOTION:	SUPPORT  (M/S  Akamine/Townsend)

The Committee approved all of the positions it took today by acclimation.

V.	The meeting adjourned at 12:06 p.m.

NOTE:  All votes were unanimous unless otherwise noted.

Respectfully submitted,

						

BRYAN K. MICK
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