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BOARD OF CERTIFICATION OF 

OPERATING PERSONNEL IN WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS
MEETING MINUTES

Dates:
 
Tuesday, August 6, 2013 

Time: 

8:30 am

Location:
DOH Wastewater Branch, 919 Ala Moana Blvd, Room 309
Attendees:

Wesley Lim (WL), Chair, City and County of Honolulu [excused]


Dr. Roger Babcock (RB), Vice-Chair, University of Hawaii Faculty



Lee Mansfield, P.E. (LM), Professional Engineer in Private Practice



Kevin Nakamura (KN), Hawaii Water Environment Association



Virgilio Viernes (VV), County of Maui



Ron Hay, P.E. (RH), Private Sector



Loren Tanigawa (LT), County of Kauai

MINUTES
A. Call to Order at 9:45 am June 6, 2013
B. Review 5/27-28/2013 Meeting Minutes

1. The minutes of the June 27-28, 2013 Board of Certification (BOC) meeting were approved as amended.

C. Old Business

1. American Water College course approvals: Nakamura to draft a letter notifying AWC of approvals shown in June 2013 meeting minutes.
2. Computer Based Testing (CBT) letter to operators explaining the new optional program to be finalized at September BOC meeting.
3. DOH/EMD/WWB – BOC Website Updates: A new consolidated list was reviewed that separates facilities by island.  The consolidated list will replace the two lists currently posted (DRCs and Facilities).  This is considered a work in progress and DRCs are requested to send any corrections/additions/deletions to the BOC.
4. Gary Fanger’s ATUs, Class I facility, Glen Lindbo is no longer the DRC. BOC will send letter to owner requesting notification of new DRC.

5. Completed survey of certification program statistics for CEUPlan which is conducting a national comparison survey.
D. New Business

1. August 15, 2013 certification exam:
a. Using new national standardized exams provided by ABC. BOC did not choose questions.

b. BOC inspected one exam for each grade level.
c. Instructions for filling out “Question Comment Form” were clarified such that the examinee will put their grade level on the “Identification #” line and the Test Book # on the “Series #” line.
d. Exam proctors: Hay-Wailua; Tanigawa-Lihue; Viernes-Kihei; Babcock-AM Sand Island; Mansfield-PM Sand Island; Kailua-Kailua (PM only)

2. Requests for CEU evaluations
a. Samuel Hansford. Submitted ACE certified transcripts for military training. Hansford is granted 42 CEUs.
b. William Hart. Submitted ACE certified  Hart is granted 28 CEUs to apply to Grade I and II licensure and an additional 4 CEUs to apply for Grade III and IV licensure.
c. Hana Giltner. Submitted information on two workshops attended. No CEUs granted. These courses have not been submitted for BOC approval.
d. Johan Casallo. Submitted high school transcripts.
3. DRC Notifications:

a. ACT Makena WWTP, Class III facility, DRC Frank Rodrigues grade 4.

b. Kapehu WWTP, Class II facility, Primary DRC Marshall Okuno grade 4, Secondary DRC Jason Imamura grade 4.
c. Hilo WWTP, Class IV facility, Primary DRC Marshall Okuno grade 4, Secondary DRC Jason Imamura grade 4.
d. Papaikou WWTP, Class III facility, Primary DRC Marshall Okuno grade 4, Secondary DRC Jason Imamura grade 4.
e. Kulaimano WWTP, Class III facility, Primary DRC Marshall Okuno grade 4, Secondary DRC Jason Imamura grade 4.
f. Kula Hospital and Clinics, Class II facility, Primary DRC Sal Marino grade 2, Secondary DRC Dominick Marino grade 3.

4. Requests for Reciprocity

a. Benjamin Bilodeau. Requested info on reciprocity requirements with respect to Ontario Canada. BOC will notify that he needs to fill out a reciprocity application available on the website.  BOC does give reciprocity for Ontario Grade I. 
b. Robert Watson. Applied for Grade II by reciprocity from California and is approved pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.
c. John Doughty. Applied for Grade II by reciprocity from Georgia. Reciprocity is denied.  Hawaii does not have reciprocity with Georgia because the Georgia regulation is inconsistent with Hawaii's certification requirements. In addition, his Georgia license is expired and he did not sign the application form.

5. Requests for Temporary Certification

a. Dany Polendey (CCH). Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Carolino.  Grade 1 temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

b. Robert Arii (CCH). Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Carolino.  Grade 1 temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

c. Jon-Justyn Torralva. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Carolino.  Grade 1 temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

d. Piilani Watts. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Carolino.  Grade 1 temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.
e. Jonah Napoleon. Applied for a temporary Grade 3 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Carolino.  Grade 3 temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.
f. Kerry Shaw. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Hilo WWTP under DRC Marshall Okuno.  Grade 1 temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.
g. Charles Sloan. Applied for a temporary Grade 4 license for work at Hilo WWTP under DRC Marshall Okuno.  Grade 4 temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee. 

6. Wastewater Treatment Plant Classifications

a. Received a letter from George Hanselman from Life Care Center Hilo requesting plant rating scoring sheet documenting Class 2 rating. BOC will send copy of sheet. 
7. Request for CEUs: None
8. Visit to Comptuer-Based Testing Facility. BOC members went to the facility that the ABC-approved testing provider (AMP) uses in Honolulu. It is conveniently located in the Pacific American Center Building located next to Ala Moana shopping Center. It is on the 7th floor in the H&R Block Tax office which is the entry floor from Ala Moana parking lot, top level at the Macy’s end. We found that the place has two seats for taking tests in a small quiet room that is monitored by CCTV to a front desk with a trained proctor.  Examinees make an appointment via telephone.  Examinees check in at the desk at their appointed time and have a 15 min grace period.  Check in requires two forms of identification, both of which must have a signature; one must also have a photo (un-expired driver’s license, passport, state ID).  The second ID can be a credit card with signature (but it must be signed beforehand).  The proctor has the examinee completely empty their pockets and phones and bluetooths into a storage bin; nothing but a calculator and a scratch paper are allowed into the test room.  The proctor helps the examinee get logged on to take the test.  The test is timed by the computer and will just end when the time limit is reached, then the proctor will get a printout of the results and give it to the examinee.  The exam room is also microphoned so the proctor can hear any talking and will intervene.  The room also has a ceiling camera that records everything in the test room if there is a discrepancy/challenge at a later date.  Currently the facility is available for testing on Tuesdays and Thursdays starting at 9:00am and at 1:30pm; Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays starting at 9:00am; and on the first Saturday of each month at 9:00am (this adds up to an ability to give 14 tests per week, and two additional per month [14*4 + 2 = 58 per month]. The facility currently does testing for accountants and others and it is not clear what the utilization rate is, but it is assumed that AMP would make sure that it is staffed adequately (additional testing times) to meet the new demand of wastewater examinations.  The BOC was satisfied that it would be a good place for operators to take certification exams.

E. Adjournment: 2:30 pm
Next BOC Meeting:  Sept 12-13 Maui
