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BOARD OF CERTIFICATION OF 

OPERATING PERSONNEL IN WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS
MEETING MINUTES

Dates:
 
Thursday, May 9, 2013 

Time: 

8:30 am

Location:
919 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 309, Honolulu

Attendees:

Wesley Lim (WL), Chair, City and County of Honolulu



Dr. Roger Babcock (RB), Vice-Chair, University of Hawaii Faculty



Lee Mansfield, P.E. (LM), Professional Engineer in Private Practice



Kevin Nakamura (KN), Hawaii Water Environment Association



Virgilio Viernes (VV), County of Maui



Ron Hay, P.E. (RH), Private Sector



Loren Tanigawa (LT), County of Kauai

MINUTES
A. Call to Order at 8:40 am

B. Review 3/14/2013 Meeting Minutes

1. The minutes of the March 14, 2013 Board of Certification (BOC) meeting were approved.

C. Hawaii Rural Water Association (guests: Jill Parker and Jim Watts)
1. Several courses, were approved for CEUs: 

a. HRWA04A Sanitary Sewer Collection System Certification Exam preparatory course - 3.75 CEUs

b. HRWA30B Water and Wastewater Management and Finance Calculations 1.5 CEUs

c. HRWA43B Confined Space Safety 0.8 CEUs

d. HRWA48A Trenching and Shoring Safety 0.8 CEUs

e. HRWA60E Pumps and Motors O&M 0.8 CEUs.

2. Course HRWA48B Soil Classification 0.5 CEUs is not approved

D. Old Business

1. Corrected certificates were issued to approximately 30 operators who passed exams in August 2012 and February 2013. Certificates had incorrect effective dates.

2. Electronic Exams – a visit to AMP testing service has yet to be scheduled. Test approval forms for August exam will include information about taking computer-based exam instead of paper test.

E. New Business

1. The BOC received notification of good standing with ABC for 2013

2. DOH/EMD/WWB - BOC website updates

a. Review of list of Plant Classifications and DRCs statewide. BOC island reps will try to fill in the blanks.

3. Requests for CEU evaluation

a. Samuel Hansford - submitted military service training record which is insufficient. Operator needs to produce an ACE certified transcript.

b. Anthony Sanchagrin - requested CEUs for an on-line course given by the American Water College not previously approved by the BOC. Not approved at this time; college needs to request approval of curriculum for CEUs; can be awarded later if it gets approved.

4. DRC Notifications:

a. North Kona Coast WWTF, Class II facility, primary DRC David Kadowaki grade 2; secondary DRC Jose Orol grade 2.

b. Kahuku WWTP, Class IV facility, primary DRC Terry Onizuka grade 4; secondary DRC Harry Hauck grade 4.

c. Waimanalo WWTP, Class IV facility, primary DRC Michael Magee grade 4; secondary DRC Harry Hauck grade 4.

d. Laie WRF, Class IV facility, primary DRC Jay Gonsalves grade 4; secondary DRC Harry Hauck grade 4.

e. Kaupulehu WWTP, Class II facility - notification withdrawn
f. Lahaina WWRF Class IV facility - notification withdrawn

g. Kona Seaspray WWTP, Class II facility, DRC Brian Lamb grade 4.

h. Kona Sunset Villas, Class 2 facility, DRC Brian Lamb grade 4.

i. Kona Village WWTP, Class 3 facility, DRC Charles Dawrs grade 4.

5. Requests for Reciprocity

a. Philip Bonsi. Applied for Grade IV by reciprocity from Washington state. The WA license was obtained by reciprocity with Oregon so the application is denied. Applicant needs to provide documentation that the Oregon license was obtained by examination and reapply. Kevin Nakamura recused himself from discussion of this item. 

b. Ronald Wade. Applied for Grade IV by reciprocity from California and is approved pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

c. Gregory Wilson. Applied for Grade IV by reciprocity from Florida. Reciprocity is denied.  Hawaii does not have reciprocity with Florida because the Florida regulation is inconsistent with Hawaii's certification requirements. Kevin Nakamura recused himself from discussion of this item.

d. Fred Briones. Applied for Grade IV by reciprocity from New Mexico and is approved pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

e. Arizona Operator Certification Program request info on license for Ronald Jacobsen.  BOC responded to information request.

f. Owen Waltrip reciprocity was approved at March meeting.

6. Requests for Temporary Certification

a. Julian Asuncion. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Wahiawa WWTP under DRC Clyde Hudson.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

b. Richard Estoesta. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Okamura.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

c. Thomas Franco. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Okamura.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.
d. Avery Kane. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Okamura.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

e. David Martin. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Okamura.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

f. Guy Mitchell. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Honouliuli WWTP under DRC Gary Okamura.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

g. Robert Oliveira. Applied for a temporary Grade 1 license for work at Waimanalo WWTP under DRC Michael Magee.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

h. Jon Nakamura. Applied for a temporary Grade 2 license for work at Waimanalo WWTP under DRC Michael Magee.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

i. Glen Yoshida – was completed at March meeting.

7. Miguel Estoconing requests to be a certified WWTP operator in Hawaii. Mr Estoconing is advised to apply for an assistant operator position.

8. Wastewater Treatment Plant Classifications

a. None.

9. Request for CEUs.

a. Sacramento State – Ken Kerri course on Membrane Bioreactors – course approved for 1.0 CEU.

b. Brown and Caldwell – course on Trickling Filter/Solids Contact approved for 1.0 CEU.
10. Review of Applications for August 15, 2013 Certification Exams

a. The BOC reviewed all applications and will send out letters of approval and denial.
F. Executive Session

G. Adjournment: May 9 at 2:30 pm

Next BOC Meetings:  June 21, 2013 on Kauai; July 18, 2013 Oahu
