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BOARD OF CERTIFICATION OF 

OPERATING PERSONNEL IN WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS
MEETING MINUTES

Dates:
 
Thursday, March 14, 2013 

Time: 

8:30 am

Location:
919 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 309, Honolulu

Attendees:

Wesley Lim (WL), Chair, City and County of Honolulu



Dr. Roger Babcock (RB), Vice-Chair, University of Hawaii Faculty



Lee Mansfield, P.E. (LM), Professional Engineer in Private Practice



Kevin Nakamura (KN), Hawaii Water Environment Association



Virgilio Viernes (VV), County of Maui



Ron Hay, P.E. (RH), Private Sector



Loren Tanigawa (LT), County of Kauai

MINUTES
A. Call to Order at 8:50 am

B. Review 12/13-14/2012 Meeting Minutes

1. The minutes of the December 13-14, 2012 Board of Certification (BOC) meeting were approved.

C. New Business

1. February 14, 2013 Operator Exam

a. Results: Grade I – 9/18 = 50%; Grade II – 11/20 = 55%; Grade III – 8/13 = 62%; Grade IV – 2/23 = 9%

b. Reviewed and approved all notification letters (passing and failing) – they will be mailed out today.

c. Question/comment forms

i. Michael Cabrido – two questions were challenged, the questions were reviewed by BOC and challenges were denied 

ii. Justin Clute – three questions were challenged, the questions were reviewed by BOC and challenges were denied 
iii. Gerry Harris – one question was challenged, the question was reviewed by BOC and challenge was denied
2. DRC Notifications:

a. Sand Island WWTP, Class IV facility, secondary DRCs as follows: Hermen Tomboc grade 4.
b. Kailua Regional WWTP, Class IV facility, secondary DRCs as follows: Dennis Venturini grade 4, Larry Mallari grade 4, Ken Dao grade 4, Westey Lim grade 4, and Mark Nojiri grade 4.

c. Honouliuli WWTP, Class IV facility, secondary DRC Gary Carolino grade 4.

d. Synagro In-Vessel Bioconversion Facility, Class III facility, DRC Allen Perry Jr. grade 4.

e. Kaupulehu WWTP #556, Class II facility, DRC Tony Lindemann grade 2. Secondary DRCs are Besty Wittman grade 3 and Alika DeMello grade 3.
3. Requests for Reciprocity

a. Douglas Campbell. Applied for Grade IV by reciprocity from Washington state and is approved pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

b. Ronald Wade. Applied for Grade IV by reciprocity from California but is missing verification of seeking employment and verification of obtaining the CA license by examination.

c. Owen Waltrip. Applied for Grade I by reciprocity from Wyoming and is approved pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.
4. Requests for Temporary Certification
a. Glen Yoshida. Applied for a temporary Grade I license for work at Kona Village Resort under DRC Napua Springer.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.
b. Ricky Silva. Applied for a temporary Grade I license for work with Aqua Certified Operators under DRC Sidney Remiticado.  Grade I temporary certificate approved for 2 years pending receipt of $50 certificate fee.

5. Wastewater Treatment Plant Classifications

a. None.

6. HWEA proposal for CEU credit for webinar presentations of annual conference and Reuse Conference.  The premise is OK, but the BOC has serious concerns regarding verification of attendance and participation that would need to be addressed in a formal plan.  Also, BOC feels that on-island operators should probably not be eligible.

7. Late Certification Renewal of Oliver Bonner. Grade 3 license expired October 16, 2010.  No record of renewal for 2010-2012 renewal period. Late certification request is denied. Since the expiration is more than 90 days, Mr. Bonner is no longer licensed in HI and must apply for and retake the Grade 3 exam to re-obtain his grade 3 license.
8. Request for CEUs.

a. HWEA Water Reuse Conference on Big Island.  Conference was held on November 29-30, 2012.  CEUs are not granted because no records of session in/out attendance were kept.
b. United Rentals Trench Safety. Request to approve on-line versions of two in-person courses previously approved by BOC.  The on-line courses are Confined Space (CSE) for 0.4 CEU, and Trench Safety (CPT) for 0.5 CEU. The courses must require registration, a post examination, and a certificate of completion.
9. Association of Boards of Certification Exams
a. The BOC will start offering computer-based tests at a commercial testing company in Honolulu as an option to paper tests for the August 2013 examination.  The BOC will still offer the paper tests on all islands for the time being but has established a goal to move to all computer-based testing in three years pending favorable feedback from test-takers in August.  Pass/fail results of computer-based tests are given to the test-takers immediately at the test center. Approved applicants will be allowed to retake the computer-based exams up to 2 times after a waiting period of 30 days.  If a person fails the exam 3 times, they will have to wait one year to reapply and complete 1.0 CEU to qualify. The BOC will disseminate more information when available.
b. Proposed Training Center Course #321Direct Responsible Charge - approved
D. Old Business

1. None
E. Executive Session
F. Adjournment: Mar 14 at 2:30 pm

Next BOC Meeting:  May 9, 2013

