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HEALTH DISPARITIES IN ADULT TOBACCO USE

Adult Smoking Prevalence by Income

The pattern of high smoking rates among those with the
lowest annual household incomes (less than $25,000 per
year) has persisted for more than 10 years (Figure 10).

Figure 10. Adult Smoking Prevalence by Income, BRFSS
1997-2008

Percent

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

—— lessthan $15,000 27.8 28.9 30.1. 252 298 288 237 361 27.3 306 262 289
—=—§$15,000-24,999 20.7 206 22 262 239 242 21 281 209 243 258 245
——$25,000-49,000 18 217 183 191 21 205 192 171 158 195 189 171
——$50,000-74,999 163 184 18 129 148 139 155 153 16.7 143 128 161
——more than $75,000 98 104 107 14 149 135 101 101 147 117 122 104
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Adult Smoking Prevalence by Employment Status

Smoking prevalence also varies considerably by employ-
ment status (Figure 11). Over the past 10 years, the
unemployed have consistently had the highest smoking
prevalence with annual estimates ranging from 46.3% in
1997 to 48.6% in 2002. While there is a consistent down-
ward trend in rates to a low of 26% in 2007 and 28% in
2008, smoking among the unemployed is consistently the
highest smoking prevalence rate statewide.

Figure 11. Adult Smoking Prevalence by Employment Status,
BRFSS 1997-2008
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

191 201 20 207 213 215 182 176 185 189 191 168
—+—Unemployed 48.3 43.7 394 449 47 488 387 439 337 359 26 28
—— Student Homemaker 154 202 124 172 223 251 128 173 141 159 134 114
——Retired/ Cantwork 115 114 116 13.2 129 111 131 126 127 113 114 107
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Adult Smoking Prevalence by Education

The pattern of high smoking rates among those with the
lowest educational levels (high school or less) has persisted
for more than 10 years (Figure 12).

Figure 12. Adult Smoking Prevalence by Educational Level,
BRFSS 1997
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
—+—Lessthan HS 274 205 17.6 258 261 21.8 251 16 27.7 284 266 258

—=—HS Grad 24 272 237 26.9 27.2 289 232 21.8 215 247 232 217
—+— Some College 21.4 21.5 222 19.3 206 21.2 189 20.2 184 182 17.4 159
—+— College 82 92 103 108 118 116 94 98 105 92 91 88
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Adult Smoking Prevalence by Ethnicity

Native Hawaiians and part-Hawaiians are more likely to
smoke than any other ethnic group in Hawai‘i. This has
held true for the past 10 years (Figure 13). In 2008, the
ethnic groups with the highest smoking prevalence were
Native Hawaiians (21.2%), and the “Others” ethnic group
(15.0%). Among the general adult population about one in
seven adults smoke cigarettes, yet among Native Hawaiians
more than one in five smoke cigarettes. Since 2005, reported
smoking prevalence has been declining among Hawaiians
and Whites, but increasing among Filipinos and “Others”

Figure 13. Adult Smoking Prevalence by Ethnicity, BRFSS
1997-2008
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2008 2007 2008

—s—Hawaiian 28.9 262 265 30.9 284 33.8 258 208 27.9 274 243 212
—=— White 185 19 188 209 22 21 165 18 177 187 154 144
—s— Filipino 258 173 182 17.8 201 19.8 1456 176 142 15 184 17.8
—=— Japanese 156 184 1% 132 169 156 136 152 129 183 13.6 125
—— Others {2 NS RN 7 R 6 MDA I 5 S RN MR SRS AT 6 =115 | e 0 A R 5
HP2010 123NN 2R 2R 112 B 2R N 2 RN T2 T2 N 128 2 12 12

AARARRARRARRARAARARNAR





