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Y
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U
P

D
A

T
E

—
N

ationw
ide

S
h
o
rtag

e
of

P
u
rified

P
ro

tein
D

erivative
(P

P
D

)
S

olution
C

ontinues
to

A
ffect

H
aw

aii

D
ear

1-Iaw
aiiH

ealthcare
Provider,

F
or

a
briefperiod

during
the

sum
m

er,
supplies

ofT
ubersol

and
A

plisol
solutions

used
for

tuberculin
skin

tests
(T

ST
s)

w
ere

available.
H

ow
ever,

the
nationw

ide
shortage

of
T

ubersol
and

lim
ited

avaiL
ability

of
A

plisol
have

recu
rred

.
A

s
a

result,
the

C
enters

for
D

isease
C

ontrol
and

Prevention
(C

D
C

)
recently

re-issued
a

H
ealth

A
lert

N
etw

ork
m

essage
to

clinicians
w

ho
provide

T
B

screening
across

the
U

nited
States

(http:i/em
ergency.cdc.gov/l-IA

N
/hanO

O
3

55
.asp).

R
ecom

m
endations

d
u

rin
g

continued
tu

b
ercu

lin
sh

o
rtag

e
in

h
aw

aii:
T

ST
s

(i.e.,
PPD

use)
for

individuals
w

ith
signs/sym

ptom
s

suggestive
of

active
tuberculosis

(T
I))

or
individuals

identified
through

contact
tracing

of
an

individual
w

ith
com

m
unicable

T
B

should
continue.

M
edical

providers
and

institutions
w

ith
a

lim
ited

am
ount

of
PPD

solution
are

encouraged
to

preserve
supplies

for
these

persons
as

w
ell

as
others

at
highest

risk
for

developing
active

T
B

,
including

those
w

ho
have

arrived
from

a
high

T
B

incidence
country

w
ithin

the
past

year
or

are
im

m
unocom

prom
ised

because
of

disease
or

m
edical

treatm
ent

(e.g.
A

ID
S,

receiving
prolonged

corticosteroid
treatm

ent
or

treatm
ent

w
ith

T
N

F
-alpha

antagonists).
T

hese
individuals

m
ay

be
tested

using
either

T
ST

s
or

interferon-y
release

assay
(IG

R
A

)
blood

tests.
T

esting
using

IG
R

A
s

are
available

at
som

e
laboratories

on
O

ahu
hut

are
currently

not
available

for
other

counties
in

H
aw

aii.

In
H

aw
aii,

T
ST

s
(and

not
IG

R
A

s)
are

used
to

m
eet

routine
T

B
screening

requirem
ents

(for
students,

school
em

ployees,
food

handlers,
etc.).

T
he

D
epartm

ent
ofH

ealth
(D

O
FI)

is
in

the
process

ofm
odifying

adm
inistrative

rules
to

reduce
routine

T
B

screening
in

low
-risk

populations
and

enable
IG

R
A

s
for

T
B

screening;
how

ever,
this

is
currently

N
O

T
perm

itted.

T
he

I)O
H

’s
l.anakila

T
B

C
enter

has
a

2-m
onth

supply
ofP

P
I)

solution.
C

urrently,
the

T
B

Program
w

ill
continue

to
see

referrals
from

clinics
and

hospitals
for

individuals
w

ith
sym

ptom
s

suggestive
of

1B
and

provide
conm

iunity
T

B
screening

services
in

accordance
w

ith
lB

screening
requirem

ents
in

H
aw

aii
A

dm
inistrative

R
ules

C
hapters

158
and

164.

A
ll

clinics
and

heahhcare
facilities

are
encouraged

to
check

regularly
w

ith
their

pharm
aceutical

vendors
and

inquire
about

current
availability

of
PPI)

solution.
T

he
FD

A
drug

and
PPD

shortage
w

ebsite
can

he
found

at:
http://w

w
w

.fda.gov/B
iologiesl3loodV

accines/S
afetyA

vailability/S
hortages/ucrn35

1921
.htm

.
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questions,
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h
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T

B
C

o
n
tro

l
P

ro
g

ram
at
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832-5731.
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