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MEDICAL ADVISORY: UPDATE—Nationwide Shortage of Purified Protein Derlvative (PPD) Solution
Continues to Affect Hawaii

Dear Hawaii Healthcare Provider,

For a brief period during the summer, supplies of Tubersol and Aplisol solutions used for tuberculin gkin tests
(TSTs) were available. However, the nationwide shortage of Tubersol and limited availability of Aplisol have
recurred. As a result, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recently re-issued a Health Alert
Network message to clinicians who provide TB screening across the United States
(http://emergency.cdc.gov/HAN/Man00355.asp).

Recommendations during continued tuberculin shortage in Hawaii: TSTs (i.e., PPD use) for individuals with
signs/symptoms suggestive of active tuberculosis (TB) or individuals identified through contact tracing of an
individual with communicable TB should continue. Medical providers and institutions with a limited amount of
PPD solution are encouraged to preserve supplies for these persons as well as others at highest risk for developing
active TB, including those who have arrived from a high TB incidence country within the past year or are
immunocompromised because of disease or medical treatment (e.g. AIDS, receiving prolonged corticosteroid
treatment or treatment with TNF-alpha antagonists). These individuals may be tested using either TSTs or
interferon-y release assay (IGRA) blood tests. Testing using IGRAs are available at some laboratories on Oahu but
are currently got available for other counties in Hawaii.

In Hawaii, TSTs (and not IGRAs) are used to meet routine TB screening requirements (for students, school
employees, food handlers, etc.). The Department of Health (DOH) is in the process of modifying administrative
rules to reduce routine TB screening in low-risk populations and enable IGRAs for TB screening; however, this is
currently NOT permitted.

The DOH'*s Lanakila TB Center has a 2-month supply of PPD solution. Currently, the TB Program will continue to
see referrals from clinics and hospitals for individuals with symptoms suggestive of TB and provide community TB
screening services in accordance with TB screening requirements in Hawaii Administrative Rules Chapters 158 and
164,

All clinics and healthcare facilities are encouraged to check regularly with their pharmaceutical vendors and inquire
about current availability of PPD solution. The FDA drug and PPD shortage website can be found at:
http://www.fda.gov/BiologicsBloodVaccines/Safety Availability/Shortages/'ucm351921 . htm.

For questions, please contact the Hawaii TB Control Program at (808) 832-5731.
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