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GOAL:

Provide an update on the 
Kaua’i County Planning 

Projects and an introduction 
to form-based code (FBC)
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Planning Framework

• “Zoning in all counties shall 
be accomplished within the 
framework of a long-range, 
comprehensive general plan 

prepared… to guide the 
overall future development 

of the county.” 



The purpose of a 
Community Plan?

 Where we are? (community 
profile, public input)

 Where we are going? 
(projections, trends analysis)

 Where we want to go? (vision, 
implementation plan)



Step 1:  Where are we now?

Existing conditions and 
trends

Core values

Community profile

Step 2:  Where do we want to be?

Vision statement

Alternative scenarios

Step 3:  How do we get there?

Preferred scenario

Goals, strategies, 
policies, actions, 
priorities

Draft Community Plan

Step 4:  Review and 
adoption

Planning Commission

County Council

Final Community Plan

SOUTH KAUA‘I COMMUNITY PLAN
K Ō L O A   •  P O ‘ I P Ū   •  K A L Ā H E O   •  ‘ Ō M A‘ O   •   L Ā W A‘ I
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June 11, 2013



7Dennis Fujimoto, The Garden Island
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June 11, 2013
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July 2013



Community Input
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3 Public Kick-off Meetings & Events
• Surveys (in person, online, paper)

• Wish Cards (mailed 6,326 as invites) 

• Index Cards

• Mapping

• Photo boards

Ongoing Outreach & Communications
• Community Advisory Committee

• Project Email List

• Website

• Facebook

• Instagram

• Public Meetings/Open House Events



Community Input Gathered at Kick-Off Events:

Issue Number of 
Comments

Percent of Total

1. Pedestrian/bike 118 17.0

2. Roads 107 15.4

3. Parks/public open 
space/recreation

89 12.8

4. Parking 50 7.2

5. Commercial uses 40 5.8

TOTAL COMMENTS 696
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Primary Objective: 
Reinforce and Create 

“Compact Walkable” Towns 
Rooted in the Culture of a 

Place
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General Plan Land Uses
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“Residential Community” – A greater 
diversity of places exist within this 
category

Kalāheo Lāwa‘i ‘Ōma‘o

Kōloa

Po‘ipū



Issues with Current Zoning in Implementing Compact 

and Connected

One-Size-Fits All: Standards are trying to regulate places that are 

intended to be walkable and places that are intended to be automobile 

centered.

Zoning Does Not Address Public Realm: How buildings relate 

to the street and what kinds of streets are needed.

Land Uses: Land uses are flexible (generally a good thing), but the 

overall flexibility makes creating and organizing centers of activity harder.

South Kaua‘i Community Plan
Implementation Options



All zoned Commercial (C-G)

Each of these lots are zones C-G but each is in a very different 

context

South Kaua‘i Community Plan
Implementation Options
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Rural Crossroad
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Small Village
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Large Village
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Town
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Recognize that Place is Important
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What is Form Based Code?

A form-based code is a land development 
regulation that fosters predictable built results 
and a high-quality public realm by using physical 
form (rather than separation of uses) as the 
organizing principle for the code. 

~ Form Based Code Institute
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PUBLIC DESIGN WORKSHOPS & 
WALK AUDITS
September 9-11, 2013
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25September 9, 2013
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Public Presentation
September 11, 2013



COMMUNITY PLAN
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Plan Components - Policies & Guidelines
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Land Use

Context-
Sensitive 

Transportation 
Networks

Natural & 
Cultural 
Heritage 

Resources

Walkable 
Mixed-Use 

Communities

Parks & 
Recreation

Agriculture & 
Industrial

Sustainable 
Resorts & 
Tourism



Multimodal Roadway Network
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Conceptual Street Sections Existing Streets
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Kōloa Road

Ho‘owili Road

Kalāheo
Town



DRAFT FORM-BASED CODE 
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Land Use Map
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Existing Place Types and Nodes

44

Kalāheo
Lāwa‘i

‘Ōma‘o

Kōloa

Po‘ipū
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South Kaua’i Form-Based Code  |
© 2014 Opticos Design, Inc.  |



46



49

FBC-Transect Zones (T4 N Example)
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FBC-Transect Zones



FBC-Transect Zones
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FBC- Building Types
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FBC-Civic Spaces
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FBC-Streets and Thoroughfares



IMPLEMENTATION & 
NEXT STEPS
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 CAC & Agencies Review Draft Reports

 Public Review of Draft Reports 

 Planning Commission Review & Recommendations

 County Council Review & Adoption

 Implementation

Questions?
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Mahalo!

Facebook.com/kauaiplanning

Kauai.gov/planning

(808) 241-4050
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