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State of Hawai‘i BOE
Policy for a Seal of Biliteracy

“The Board of Education hereby establishes a
Seal of Biliteracy to be awarded upon
graduation to students who demonstrate a
high proficiency in either of the State’s two
official languages and at least one additional
language, including American Sign Language;
provided that a student who demonstrates a
high proficiency in both of the State’s two
official languages shall be awarded a Seal of
Biliteracy.” (BOE Minutes, GBM 6/16/15, Item VL.I)

Timeline for Implementation
of the Seal of Biliteracy

June 16, 2015

BOE Policy approved
September 30, 2015

Deadline: DOE Implementation Plan

Fall 2015 - ongoing

DOE preparatory work
May 2017 Seal of Biliteracy available
Eligible graduating students receive Seal

SOURCE: BOE Minutes, GBM 6/16/15, Item VI.1
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The Seal of Biliteracy

* Established in 11 states and Washington, D.C.

* First Seal of Biliteracy: California (2011)
— More students taking AP world language exams

— Parents increase engagement with schools

State of Hawai‘i BOE
Policy for a Seal of Biliteracy

RATIONALE:

“The Board of Education recognizes that
there is personal, cultural, social, academic,
and vocational/occupational value in
encouraging students to maintain, or
develop, proficiency in more than one
language.”

(BOE Minutes, GBM 6/16/15, Item VL.I)

Additional resources

Seal of Biliteracy (official website)  sealofbiliteracy.org
State of Hawai‘i Board of Education hawaiiboe.net
Hawai‘i Language Roadmap Initiative FAQ sheet (6/8/15)

http://nflrc.hawaii.edu/languageroadmap/
(See items listed in sidebar on the right)

ACTFL recommendations for implementation of the Seal
http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/SealofBiliter
acyGuidelines 0.pdf

* Board of Education
— Patricia Halagao, Chair, Student Achievement Committee
— Jim Williams, Vice Chair, Student Achievement Committee
* Department of Education
— Kathryn Matayoshi, Superintendent
— Stephen Schatz, Deputy Superintendent
— Gina Nakahara, Education Specialist, OCISS

* Senator Suzanne Chun-Oakland, Senate Committee on Education
« Senator Michelle Kidani, Chair, Senate Committee on Education
* Lynette Fujimori, ACTFL Regional Representative,

Southwest Conference on Language Teaching

* The MANY supporters — thank you, OLA! -- who provided testimony

in support of the Seal




