History of COFA Migrant Legal Status in the U.S.

and Access to Health Insurance
* Prior to Welfare Reform Act of 1996 - COFA migrants were
eligible for many public benefits

* Welfare Reform Act of 1996 - COFA migrants deemed non-
qualified aliens:

* Lost eligibility for Medicaid
* Lost eligibility for many other public benefits

* Children’s Health Insurance Plan Reauthorization of 2009 -
allowed States to cover “lawfully residing” children and
pregnant women, including COFA migrants

* Under ACA, COFA migrants are considered lawfully present non-
citizens and are eligible for:

* Enrollment in a Quality Health Plan offered through the
Marketplace

* Advance payments of the premium tax credit
* Cost-sharing reductions

Geo-Political Timeline

1) 1500-194&: Colonial Rule
1500 - Spain = 1880 - Germany —*lapan through WWII

2] 1946: UN Trusteeship Agreement began after WWII

3) 1986: Compact of Free Association (COFA) diplomatic relationship

began
— Independent nation status

* Republic of the Marshall Islands

* Republic of Palau

* Federated States of Micronesia (Chuuk, Yap, Kosrae, Pohnpei)
— COFA agreements

* Administered by Department of the Interior (DOI)

* Allow US military to operate armed forces and recruit

* Prowvide financial assistance - ending in 2023

* Allow for LS. domestic program funding

* Allow COFRA citizens to migrate without visas to US states and

terntories; initially were eligible for public benefits
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