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MINUTES 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:39 A.M. with quorum by council Chair, Dominic Inocelda.  The 
Neighbor Island council members from Kauai and Hawai`i islands joined the meeting via video and 
teleconferencing.   
 

1. Attendance 
 
 Present:  

− Dominic Inocelda   Language Access Advisory Council, Chair 
− Serafin “Jun” Colmenares    Executive Director, Office of Language Access, Ex-  

                                                               officio 
− Lito Asuncion    Language Access Advisory Council Member 
− Melba Bantay    Language Access Advisory Council Member 
− Jennifer Dotson   Language Access Advisory Council Member 
– Mindy Emmons   Language Access Advisory Council Member 
− Patricia Harpstrite   Language Access Advisory Council Member 
− Margarita Hopkins   Language Access Advisory Council Member 
− Dr. Tin Myaing Thein   Language Access Advisory Council Member  
− Rebeca Zamora   Language Access Advisory Council Member 
 

     Excused: 
− Gerald Ohta    Language Access Advisory Council, Vice Chair 
− Livia Wang for Bill Hoshijo  Executive Director, Civil Rights Commission, Ex- 
                                                                  officio 
− Kristine Pagano for Francine Wai Executive Director, Disability and Communication Access 

Board, Ex-officio 
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− Dr. Ruth Mabanglo   Language Access Advisory Council Member 
− Mary Santa Maria   Language Access Advisory Council Member 
− Edelene Uriarte   Language Access Advisory Council Member 

 
Guests:  None 
 
Staff: 
− Gail McGarvey, OLA secretary 

 
 

2. Welcome and Introductions 
− The Chair welcomed all present including those participating by video and/or 

teleconferencing.  The newly appointed council member Rebeca Zamora, a Spanish 
interpreter, was introduced. Rebeca replaces Hawaii Interpreters Action Network 
representative Alohalani Boido whose term recently expired.  She is originally from Costa 
Rica, is a registered interpreter with the Judiciary and works with Immigration Courts.  
Council members and staff introduced themselves.   
  

3. Approval of Minutes of June 26, 2013 Meeting 
− The June 26, 2013 meeting minutes were approved as circulated. 

   
4. Executive Director’s Report 

− The Executive Director distributed a written report on updated OLA activities.  Some 
highlights were as follows. 

− The Executive Director returned from an 18 day vacation on July 20, 2013. 
− OLA Senior Legal Analyst Rebecca Gardner gave birth to a baby girl on July 8, 2013.  She 

will be on maternity leave until September 2013. 
− The signing ceremony for HB266 was held on Thursday, June 27, 2013 at 1:15 p.m. at the 

Office of the Governor. 
− OLA officially transitioned to Department of Health (DOH) on July 1, 2013.   
− Both Jun Colmenares and Dominic Inocelda attended the meeting of the Hawai`i Language  

Roadmap Initiative working group on the development of interpreters and translators at UH 
Mānoa on Thursday, June 27, 2013.  The proposed projects will become part of a larger 
proposal to be submitted to the Governor.  The Initiative will be launched on September 16, 
2013 at the UH campus. 

− Governor Abercrombie has issued an interim appointment to Rebeca Zamora to replace 
Alohalani Boido as LAAC member.  No appointment yet for the Hawaiian language 
advocacy organization position. 

− The next issue of the OLA Newsletter is being finalized. 
− OLA office is busy preparing for the August language access conference.  All speakers are 

confirmed.  The Conference Planning Committee will have its final meeting immediately 
after the council meeting today. 
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5. Report of the Chair 
− The Chair attended the Hawaii Language Roadmap Initiative as mentioned in the Executive 

Director’s report.  He said the LAAC should be able to participate with their broader efforts 
and any council member interested may attend the launching of the Initiative in September 
representing the LAAC. 
 

6. Reports of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees 
− Legislative Committee. Bill is now law, Act 217.  The budget for the programs was 

approved by the Governor and we can start to establish the staff positions. 
− Special Projects Committee (Untold Stories Project).  Becky Gardner  to continue when 

she returns to work. 
− Plans Review Committee.  No meeting yet. 
− By-Laws Committee.  No meeting yet. 
− Permitted Interaction Group – 6th Annual Hawaii Conference on Language Access. 

Jennifer Dotson, Chair, reviewed the final conference schedule, put out a request for 
volunteers to sign up to help at the conference for a variety of areas.  Reminder that Monday, 
August 5, 2013 stuffing of handouts and that all council members are invited to the 
dinner/reception at 6:00 p.m. at the Ala Moana Hotel Chinese Restaurant, Governor 
Abercrombie, Vice Speaker John Mizuno, and Justice Sabrina McKenna are on the agenda to 
speak. Lastly, the medical terminology workshop for the conference will give 4 hours credit 
certification. 

− Permitted Interaction Group for Language Access Month.  No action. 
 

7. Action on Report of Permitted Interaction Group on HB266 – Action done at last 
meeting. 
 

8. Update on Neighbor Island Outreach Project with Office for Civil Rights, Region IX 
and OLA.  Dates: September 16 through 20, 2013. Travel itineraries to be booked. 

 
9. Agenda Items for Next Meeting.  Evaluation of conference, update of community outreach, 

and review of correspondence from Department of Human Services regarding 
languages/listings being sent out for housing notices.  Clients are not responding by 
deadlines.  Also for agenda discussion about current “If you need an interpreter….” poster. 

 
10. Announcements. 

– Interagency Council Meeting, no meeting for July, next meeting Wednesday, August 28, 
2013 at 2:30 p.m. Susannah Wesley Community Center. 

– Now available online, per Olelo, 5th Annual Language Access Conference, information 
forthcoming. 

– Pacific Gateway Center will be moving in August to 723C Umi Street, in Kalihi.  The King 
Street location will still have a pop-up restaurant.  The new restaurant will feature Vietnamese 
fusion food, The Pig and the Lady. 

– Next LAAC meeting – August 14, 2013 @ 9:30 same location. 
 

11. Adjournment.   
– Meeting was adjourned at 10:37 AM. 


