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How can I find out more about the 
cause of my child’s hearing loss?

One step a family can take to identify the 
cause of their child’s hearing loss is to have 
a genetics evaluation performed by a 
genetics team.  It will usually consist of:

You can find a more detailed fact sheet 
about the genetics of hearing loss at the 
Hawai‘i  Genetics Program website: 

Where can I find more information?

A physical exam
Taking a medical and family history
Education about genetics and hearing 
loss
Discussion of options for your family, 
which may include clinical and genetic 
testing

Genetic testing is a personal decision for 
each family.  Meeting with a genetics team 
can provide your family with the information 
you need to help make an informed decision.  

The Department of Health provides access to its activities 
and programs without regard to race, color, national origin 
(including language), age, sex, religion, or disability.  Write 
to our Affirmative Action Officer at Box 3378, Honolulu, 
HI 96801-3378, or call this program  at (808) 586-4616 
(voice TTY) within 180 days of a problem.

Who can I contact for more 
information?

Who can I contact to schedule a 
genetics evaluation?

Hawai‘i Genetics Program
741 Sunset Avenue
Honolulu, HI 96816
Tel: 808-733-9055
Fax: 808-733-9068

Hawai‘i Community Genetics
1441 Kapi‘olani Blvd., #1800

Honolulu, HI 96814
Tel:  808-973-3403
Fax: 808-973-3401

Hawai‘i Community Genetics provides 
pediatric genetic clinical services across the 
state of Hawai‘i. Services include genetics 
evaluation for hearing loss.

The Hawai‘i Genetics Program genetic counselors 
would be happy to answer your questions.

Your medical care providers at Kaiser 
Permanente or Tripler Army Medical Center 
may also provide genetic evaluations for 
hearing loss.



Each cell has
46 chromosomes

A chromosome is made up 
of genes

The genes consist of DNA. 
DNA contains the instructions
that tell cells how to grow and 
develop.

A Cell

Permanent hearing loss can have many causes. 
These include genetics, drugs or medications, 
infections, physical trauma and structural 
problems.  

These causes are shown in the chart below:

As you can see from the diagram above, 
over 50% of hearing loss has a genetic cause.
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Why would it be helpful to know 
if my child’s hearing loss is 
genetic?

Some gene changes that cause hearing loss
also cause other health conditions.  
Determining the cause of hearing loss may
help with your child’s medical care.

If a child has genetic hearing loss, future
children in the family might also have 
hearing loss.  Some families are interested in 
finding out their chances of having another 
child with hearing loss.

What are the causes of 
permanent childhood hearing loss?

Genes are the structures in our bodies 
that determine how we grow and develop. 
We all have genes in our body that are 
responsible for hearing. Over 400 genes 
are known to be involved in the hearing 
process. When these genes are changed, this 
can lead to hearing loss.

What do you mean by genetic 
causes?

Gene changes can occur in the egg or the 
sperm. Sometimes one or both parents 
will also have hearing loss, but it is common 
that the child is the first one in the family 
with childhood hearing loss.

 


