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1. A phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) should be conducted for 
developments or redevelopments.  If the investigation shows that a release of 
petroleum, hazardous substance, pollutants or contaminants occurred at the site, 
the site should be properly characterized through an approved Hawaii State 
Department of Health (DOH)/Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response Office 
(HEER) soil and or groundwater sampling plan.  If the site is found to be 
contaminated, then all removal and remedial actions to clean up hazardous 
substance or oil releases by past and present owners/tenants must comply with 
chapter 128D, Environmental Response Law, HRS, and Title 11, Chapter 451, 
HAR, State Contingency Plan. 

 
2. All lands formerly in the production of sugarcane should be characterized for 

arsenic contamination, If arsenic is detected above the US EPA Region 
(preliminary remediation goal (PRG) for non-cancer effects, then a removal and 
or remedial plan must be submitted to the Hazard Evaluation and Emergency 
Response (HEER) Office of the State Department of Health for approval.  The 
plan must comply with Chapter 128D, Environmental Response Law, HRS, and 
Title 11, Chapter 451, HAR, State Contingency Plan. 

 
3. If the land has a history of previous releases of petroleum, hazardous substances, 

pollutants, or contaminants, we recommend that the applicant request a “no 
further action” (NFA) letter from the Hawaii State Department of Health (DOH)/ 
Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response (HEER) Office prior to the approval 
of the land use change or permit approval. 


