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Test your vaccine knowledge. 

Ques on:  

Which of the following vaccine(s) administered by the incorrect route (intramuscular – IM 
or subcutaneous – SQ)   should be repeated? 

a) Varicella administered IM 

b) MMR administered IM 

c) MCV4 administered SQ 

d) Hep B administered SQ 

e) All of the vaccines need to be repeated 

 

1) a and b 

2) c and d 

3) a, b, and d 

4) d 

5) e 

Answer:   4)  d ‐ Hep B administered SQ 

Variaon from the recommended route can result in inadequate protecon: 

Live, aenuated injectable vaccines (e.g., MMR and varicella) are recommended by the manufacturers 
to be administered by subcutaneous injecon.  Response to vaccines recommended by the SQ route 
are unlikely to be affected if the vaccines are administered by the IM rather than the SQ route.  Re‐
peang doses of vaccines administered by the IM route when recommended to be by the SQ route is 
not necessary. 

MCV4 should be administered IM; however, revaccinaon is not necessary if a vaccine dose is adminis‐
tered subcutaneously. 

Hepas B administered by any route other than IM should not be counted as valid and should be 
repeated.   

Source:   

hp://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6002.pdf (p. 17) 


