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Test your vaccine knowledge. 

 

QuesƟon: A tuberculin skin test (TST) can be performed at the same visit 
during which MMR vaccine is administered or at any visit aŌer, 
but should not be administered before administraƟon of MMR 
vaccine. 

 
A) True 
B) False 

Answer: B) False 

A TST can be performed before or at the same visit during which live‐virus vaccines are administered, but 
tesƟng should be deferred at least 4 weeks (the 2012 Red Book recommends at least 6 weeks) aŌer admin‐
istraƟon of measles‐containing vaccine because the vaccine temporarily can suppress tuberculin sensiƟvity. 

The effect of live‐virus varicella, mumps, rubella, yellow fever, and live‐aƩenuated influenza vaccines on 
TST reacƟvity is not known. In the absence of data, the same spacing recommendaƟon for TST should be 
applied to these vaccines as is described for measles, which means waiƟng at least 4 ‐ 6 weeks aŌer admin‐
istraƟon of vaccine before tesƟng.  


