Watersheds and Polluted Runoff

A watershed is an area of land where rainwater flows over
the land and into streams and channels before entering a
common body of water, the ocean. We all live, work and
play in the watershed.

Polluted runoff, or nonpoint source pollution, results when
stormwater or irrigation water washes pollutants off the
land, farms, urban
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along too.

Why Should You Care
About Polluted Runoff?

Polluted runoff is the greatest threat to Hawai'i's surface
and ground waters, making them unsafe for drinking,
swimming, fishing, wildlife and other recreational uses.
Some polluted runoff is from natural sources, however,
most polluted runoff results from human activities on the
land and in the water. Each individual has the ability and
the responsibility to protect our waters.

When it rains, water flows downhill from
Hawai'i's high island ridges to the ocean,
washing pollutants into the streams
and rivers along the way.

Rainfall in Hawai'i is often localized and heavy and causes
streams to frequently flood. These flow spikes, often lasting
only a couple of days, contribute to the flashy (as in flash flood)
characteristic of Hawai'ian streams. —Hawai'i DLNR, DAR

Learn More About Polluted Runoff!

Hawai'i's Polluted Runoff Control Program
Hawai'i Department of Health, Clean Water Branch
919 Ala Moana Boulevard, Room 301
Honolulu, HI 96814-4912

Phone: (808) 586-4309
Toll free from neighboring islands: (808) 468-4644, ext 64309

Web: www.hawaii.gov/health/environmental/
water/cleanwatet/prc/index.html

E-mail: CleanWaterBranch@doh.hawaii.gov

For More Information on Polluted Runoff:

I Hawai'i Association of Conservation Districts:
www.hacdhawaii.org

1 Honolulu Department of Environmental Services:
www.cleanwaterhonolulu.com/storm

1 U.S. Environmental Agency, Region 9 office:
www.epa.gov/region09

Recycling Used Motor Oil and Other
Household Toxins:

1 County of Hawai'i: http:.//www.hawaiizerowaste.org/

1 Honolulu: www.opala.org/solid_waste/Household_
Hazardous_Waste.html

1 County of Kaua'i: www.kauai.gov
1 County of Maui: www.co.maui.hi.us
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How Does Polluted Runoff Occur? What Can Be Done to Prevent Polluted Runoff?
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